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ST. MATTHEW, CHAP. VI. PART OF VER. 24. 


No man can ſerve two maſters. 


HETHER the common experience of 
mankind had made this ſentence a pro- 
verb, as its brevity and fulneſs ſeem to inti- 
mate; or whether it was a maxim of our Sa- 
viggr's own advancing, and now given to the 
world by him, who was wiſdom and truth itſelf, 
for the good conduct of human life, is uncertain. 
It is likely that ſuch a notorious and uſeful 
truth as this is, could not have eſcaped the 
common obſervation of mankind ; and ſo was 
probably admitted to be a proverbial faying. 
However, it is here advanced into a Goſpel 


precept, improved into an excellent leſſon of 


Vol. II. B morality, 
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morality, and left as a ſtanding maxim for man's 
Obedience. 

Our Saviour's ſermon on the Mount, whereof 
this is a part, is full of ſuch ſhort, but compre- 
henſive rules of holy living, whoſe truth is in- 
conteſtable, and whoſe expediency to all the pur- 
poſes of holineſs and happineſs is very apparent. 
No man can ſerve two maſters: a truth enforced 
with ſuch authority, and ſupported by ſuch ex- 
perience, that one would imagine there ſhould 
be no doubt remaining as to point of conviction : 
yet ſuch is the obſtinacy, ſuch the practice of 
the generality of mankind, that, notwithſtand- 
ing the trials and atteſtations of thoſe who are 
gone before them, they will ſtill be attempting, 
ſtill trying the fatal and unprofitable experiment 
of a divided ſervice. Though the authority of 
thoſe maſters, whom they would willingly ſerve, 
do ſo much interfere, and their commands are 
ſo different, as to render it impoſſible to ſerve 
them with equal regard and approbation ; yet 
one cannot diſſuade them from the undertaking: 
they will not grow either wiſer or better from 
other men's experience; but upon better ma- 
nagement hope to meet with beiter ſucceſs than 
others have met with. They hope ſo prudently 
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to divide their affections between God and the 
world, as to pleaſe both. This ſhews the neceſ- 
ſity of inſiſting on this truth: I will therefore 
endeavour to unfold the reaſons whereon this 
maxim 1s grounded ; that ſo it may make the 
deeper impreſſion on our minds, and have the 
greater force on the conduct of our lives. No 
man can ſerve two maſters. This negative pro- 
poſition implies, 

Firſt, that a ſimplicity of ſervice 1s the beſt 
and moſt effectual; and that one is our maſter, 
even God, whom we ought to ſerve in unity of 
ſpirit and ſingleneſs of heart. And, 

Secondly, that it is inconſiſtent with his ſer- 
vice to ſerve any other but him; and what the 
very nature of the thing will not permit. 

Firſt, then, a ſimplicity of ſervice is here re- 
commended as the beſt and moſt effectual; and 
that ſervice directed and confined to God, whom 
only we ſhould ferve. One would imagine this 
was a truth that wanted no arguments to prove 
it, or motives to engage us to the practice of it. 
God, the author of our being, the fountain of 
all good, and all the bleſſings we enjoy, ſeems 
to be the natural object of our gratitude and 
obedience, No one that has any tolerable ſenſe 
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of God's dominion, power and goodneſs, but 
owns this to be his indiſpenſable duty. But 
then, though nothing 1s more generally acknow- 
ledged as neceſſary and obliging, yet we as 
generally fall ſhort, as to the degree of that 
ſervice, and we do not ſerve him to that mea- 
ſure, nor in ſuch manner as is here implied, 
namely, //ng/y, and with undivided Hearts and 
affettions. We are bound to ſerve him, and him 
only; firſt, in conſideration of thoſe glorious 
perfections which reſide in the Divine Nature; 
of which he hath diſcovered ſo much to us as 
claims our ſole adoration, praiſe and reverence, 
Secondly, his goodneſs, which is always ſhewing 
itſelf to all his creatures, and to man in parti- 
cular, requires from us ſuch entire and /incere 
tervice. To attempt enumerating the bleſſings 
we daily receive from his infinite bounty, is like 
numbering the hairs of our heads, or counting 
the minutes of eternity; for his mercy is ever- 
laſting: he is no more weary of giving, than 
we of receiving ; and frequently his bleſſings 
come unſought for, and prevent our utmoſt 
withes and defires. In him we live, move, and 
have our being ; are every moment ſupported 
by his almighty arm, and preſerved by freſh 

ſupplies 
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ſupplies of his providence. Before the founda- 
tion of the world, his wiſdom and mercy laid 
the ſcheme of our redemption, by the merit and 
mediation of his beloved Son; and ſtill he 
vouchſafes us all the treaſures of his grace, to 
bleſs us in the way that we go, and conduct us 
towards the attainment of eternal inheritance, 
Can we reſiſt ſuch powerful endearments? Shall 
we not ſerve ſuch a gracious Redeemer ? How 
can we deny him that ſervice, which he can fo 
juſtly claim from us, upon all the titles of crea- 
tion and redemption ? Shall we pretend to divide 
our affections, or think to give him the chorce/t, 
and not the wwho/e of them ? So great, ſo good a 
Being will never ſuffer any rival in our affec- 
tions, nor will he accept our divided ſervice. 
The whole creation, moreover, provokes us to 
this duty. Man is more eſpecially fitted for the 
actual ſervice of God, as well as more eminently 
obliged to it, through the many blethngs he 
enjoys above other creatures. When then he 


ſees all things elſe regular in their motions, uſe- 
ful and ſubſervient to the ends for which they 
were made, ſhall man be the only creature that 1s 
perverſe in his ways and deficient in his duty ? 
Shall the inanimate parts of the creation, ire 
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and hail, ſnow and wvapours, wind and florm, 
exceed man in their obedience to the laws of 
their Creator ? Shall there be more coldneſs in 
nan than in ſa9w; more vanity in him than in 
a vapour? If we, God's reaſonable creatures, 


bear not our part in the ſervice of our Maker, 


the hoſt of heaven and earth will teſtify againſt 
us, when God ſhall call and appeal to them, 
ſaying, Hear, O heavens! and give ear, O 
earth ! for the Lord hath ſpoken, I have nouriſh- 
ed and brought up children, and they have rebelled 
ggainſi me. But then the ſervice itſelf is truly 
honourable ; the employment of the brighteſt 
ſeraphim. To be ſtyled the ſervants of God has 
ever been accounted amongſt the higheſt titles 
by the wiſeſt and beſt of men. If it is an honour 
to be ſo near an earthly prince, as to be the im- 
mediate miniſter of his will, how much more fo 
is 1t to be his ſervant, who 1s the King of kings, 
and Lord of the. whole earth? Thus it is 
evident that God hath an indiſpenſable title to 
our whole ſervice. God is a jealous God, jealous 
of his oven honour and of our affections: and 
though our beſt ſervices extend not to him, but 
turn wholly to our own advantage; yet he will 
not ſuffer any thing elſe to partake thereof, 
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nor allow us to ſhare it between God and Mam- 
mon. This is, indeed, a very vain attempt, 
ſo Wiſdom itſelf aſſures us; to manifeſt which 
truth, and make it more convincing, I will 
conſider, 

Secondly, what other maſters our corrupt 
nature prompts us to ſerve; and then, the in- 
conſiſtency of ſuch ſervice with the ſervice of 
God. 'The ſad effects of the fall of man is in 


nothing more conſpicuous than in that wretched 


choice of ſuch to whom we yield ourſelves 


ſervants to obey. It is hard to determine which 
is moſt notorious, our ſin or our folly, in chooſ- 
ing ſuch maſters as diſgrace our natures, and 
diſparage the dignity of immortal fouls, ſo nobly 
deſcended, bleſt with ſo many commanding ta- 
culties, and made in the image of God. Yet, 
notwithſtanding this excellency, we ſerve the 
vileſt creatures, the baſeſt luſts, the moſt in1a- 
mous and dominecring paſſions. We often give 
ourſelves up as willing flaves to every new | 


_ pretender, who takes upon him to uſurp the 


throne of our hearts; him we contentedly ſuffer 
to reign in our mortal bodies. When once, with 
the Prodigal, we depart from our Father's houic, 
as weary of his ſervice, and tired with the irce- 
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dom we there enjoyed, we ſhall join ourſelves 
with other maſters, where, with im, we ſhall 
be forced to the baſeſt drudgery and the worſt 
of fare. No other portion has the ſlave of luſt. 
Not only one maſter, but many rule over him: 
he is a flave at pleaſure, and knows no end of 
his ſervitude, The more he ſtrives to pleaſe 
his raging deſires, the greater demands of ſer- 
vice they make upon every new conceſſion. 
His paſſions are ever fighting and ſtruggling 
with each other for pre-eminence and firſt right 
of ſervice; all of them tyrannizing over his 
reaſon, affronting his conſcience, and enflaving 
his mind. A ſtate this, wretched and miſerable ! 
50 many maſters to pleaſe ſucceſſively, all of 
them baſe, conſequently the more domineering ; 
all of them making difterent demands upon him, 
as freſh temptations offer. Sometimes Luxury 
and Voluptuouſneſs get the upper hand; muſt 
and will be obeyed: then the man is driven to 
all kinds of beſtiality, and forced to ſuch exceſſes 
as debauch his reaſon, ſtupify his conſcience, and 
deprave all the noble faculties of his mind. 
Then his god is his belly, and he muſt facrifice 
his time and pains, his health and fortune, his 
credit and reputation, to ſtudicd and elaborate 

gluttony. 


4 22 — * « 
— ode a ER es; ]7½⏑ wo ns "EY 


* 
e 
FG 


— IS eee we Aides tl 
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gluttony. At other times the pleaſures of the 
world ſhall captivate and enſlave him; its cuſtoms 
and manners ſhall fo entice him, as to command 
his attendance, and force him to bow himſelf 
down, and adore its pompous vanities. When 
cloyed with theſe, and grown cooler in his pur- 
ſuits, Covetouſneſs, another ſpecics of idolatry, 
ſhall command his ſervice : he then, like a true 
ſervant of Mammon, bids adieu to liberty : upon 
every little diſguſt or diſappointment, anger, 
malice, and revenge alternately poſſeſs him; he 
is overwhelmed by this flood of paſſions, and 
carried far beyond the bounds of decency and 
diſcretion. Thoſe ſeveral objects which fo un- 
luckily engage the affections of ſinful men, our 
Saviour comprehends under the word Mammon; 
which properly ſignifies riches, and ſuch as are 
gotten by oppreſſing the neceſſitous, or by other 
unlawful means. But, in its due Jatitude, it 
denotes whatever is contrary to God, repug- 
nant to his nature, or interferes with his will. 
St. John, a juſt obſerver of the conduct of 
human life, having taken a view of thoſe things 
which chiefly engroſs our corrupt nature, hath 
reduced them to theſe three heads — rhe /uft of 
the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life. 

One 
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One or other of theſe all worldly men ſerve; 
but the laſt of theſe, the pride of liſe, ſeems to 
be the moſt conſiderable, and bids faireſt for the 
greateſt number of admirers, as it comprehends 
all that honour, fame, popularity, and applauſe 
which ambition courts. With grief we muſt 
obſerve how low @ fave to pride will deſcend to 
obtain the empty bubble of worldly honour : 
his governing principle is, to maintain a friend- 
ſhip with the great, the prevailing part of the 
world: fincerity and integrity he is an utter 
ſtranger to; flattery and deceit he finds to be 
more ſucceſsful qualifications. He reſigns his 
underſtanding, his will, his judgment and actions 
to the conduct and diſcretion of him whom he is 
reſolved to pleaſe: he muſt love what his patron 
loves; muſt approve what he approves, though 
never ſo much to his own diſlike : he muſt 
even make a compliment of his religion, and 
proſtitute his conſcience to favour and affection. 


Such is the ſlave of this glittering ſhadow, the 


pride of life! ſuch the reward, ſuch the com- 
fort of a few ſhort-hved ſmiles and favours ! 
Nor is the ſervitude leſs ſevere to ſerve the /uſt 
of the eyes: to ſtrive, but ſtrive in vain, to 
fatisfy the eye with abundance ! Covetouſnefs 
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is as inſatiable as the grave; a tyrant that will 
make us fell heaven for earth, our reve1hon of a 
never-fading kingdom for a turf of ground ! 
The luſt of the fleſh has the greateſt art to allure 
us into its ſervice, being bred and brought up 
with us, and by that means claiming a kind of 
right to our homage, and, by a ſort of preſcrip- 
tion, taking poſſeſſion of our affections. But 
to ſerve this maſter, is to give ourſelves up to 
ſhame, reproach, and death. The foul, once 
ſubdued by irregular will and wanton appetite, 
1s dead while it ſeems to live : the eyes of the 
mind are faſt cloſed up, and cannot be affected, 
through this miſt of error, with the light of 
virtue and goodneſs. From theſe reflections, it 
will appear very evident that the ſervice of God 


and Mammon is utterly inconſiſtent, fince their 


commands are ſo contrary to each other. In 
things that are alike indifferent, it is no great 
matter which way we are moſt inclined : but it 
is not ſo between God and the world: as their 
commands and their ſervice are ſo oppoſite to 
each other, ſo their effects are contrary. The 
rewards of the one are peace and eternal life; of 
the other, ſhame and eternal death. There is 


no balancing our ſervices between them; our 


love 
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love ſtanding at an equilibrium between bath, 
will content neither. Ve muſt either hate the 
one and love the other, or elſe hold to the one and 
deſpiſe the other. If we love the world, the love 
of the Father is nt in us. Man is bleſt with 
a ſovereign power of ſummoning his underſtand- 
ing, and applying his thoughts and reflections 
on this or that object, as he pleaſes; and the 
more ſingle the object is, the more united his 
thought, the clearer is his view, and the far- 
ther is he let into the ſecret receſſes of truth. 
But we experimentally find that a multiplicity 
of objects hinders our perception, and lays us 
open to error and confuſion, Now this holds 
good, not only as to our underſtandings, but our 
wills; and the foul, which may ſet her affections 
either on things above or on things on the 
earih, yet cannot do both, at the ſame time, in 
any tolerable meaſure or degree. But to ſerve 
divers maſters, at divers times, is not impractica- 
ble; for, behold (2 Kings ii. 3, 4, 5.) Manaſleh, 
at one time ſerving the Devil, rearing altars to 
Baal, and worſhipping the hoſt of heaven; but 
at another time (2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13.) 
we find him, in his affliction, ſerving God, the 
God of his fathers, This is an expedient which 

the 
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the men of the world have found out, as it were 
to compound with God, flatter their conſciences, 
and filence its remorſes. Thus occaſionally are 
they ſeized with a fit of piety; but ſoon return, 
like a ſwine, to their wallowing in the mire. 
But this, though a fond, is a fatal experiment. 
Every act of ſervice we do the world, ſets us at 
a greater diſtance from God; and the foul, 
which in ſober contemplation bluſhes for having 
choſen ſuch an unworthy object, is likewiſe 
thereby retarded in all her holy functions. The 
mind cannot move with its wonted vigour ; it is 
tied down in its affections to the world, and 


God has only now and then the bare formality 


of obedience. Indeed, where ſeveral maſters 
command things of the ſame kind, and ſubſer- 
vient to the ſame end, we may ferve them all; 
and, therefore, ſubordinately to God, we ought 
to ſerve ſuch as he hath appointed to rule over 
us, where their injunctions do not contradict 
his word. We then may be ſaid not to ferve 
two or many, but one Lord and Maſter. But 
when once we ſcrve any thing contrary to the 
nature of God and his will (ſuch as is 7% 
luft of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and the pride 
of life), we deſtroy that ſimplicity wherein the 
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worth of our ſervice conſiſts. The wicked man,“ 
ſays the moraliſt, is not one, but many; and, in 
one and the ſelf-ſame day, he is divers, and at 
variance with himſelf.” Hence the Scripture 
compares him to things moſt inconſtant and 
variable; to the ſea, clouds, planets, and wan- 
dering ſtars. His affections rove about, and 
pitch here and there, upon every worthleſs ob- 
ject, without judgment or diſcretion ; and, hav- 
ing no othcr guide than the vain phantoms of 
his heated imagination, flies off, and tires him- 
ſelf in the purſuit of ſomething untried before. 
But, to gain the character of wiſe and good, we 
ſhould ſtrive to be e man; live by the ſame 
uniform principle of duty—not rob God of his 
due, to beſtow it upon his creatures. 

To conclude— As God has the ſole right to 
our duty and allegiance, it becomes us to ſhake 
off the chains and ſlavery of the world. The 
honours of our high calling are the only honours 
to be aſpired after: the pride of life is vanity 
and vexation ; too mean an object for an im- 
mortal ſoul! The luſt of the eye is an unnatural, 
deceitful ambition. Earthly treaſures fade away, 
thoſe of heaven remain, and will ſatisfy the 
boundleſs deſires of our wills, and the moſt ex- 
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tended appetites of our natures. Thoſe only 
ought we to ſeek—The /uft of the fleſh is but a 
ſpecious lure to miſery and deſtruction an end 
which reaſon tells us man was never deſigned 
for. In ſhort, there is no pleaſure ſo ſubſtantial, 
ſo ſublime, and fo laſting, as that of ſerving 
God. Here we enjoy the moral liberty of our 
ſouls —healthful pleaſures, ſolid joys, purity of 
heart, and applaudings of conſcience ; and, 
what is moſt of all, the favour, the love of our 
God, and the hopes of eternal life. And may 
he give us all grace to love the thing which he 
commands, that we may all fo faithtully ſerve 
him in this life, that we fail not finally to attain 
his heavenly promiſes, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, to whom, with the Father and the 


Holy Ghoſt, be all honour and praiſe, now 
and for ever, 
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PSALM II. VER. 11. 


Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice unto him with 
reverence. 


HE Pſalmiſt here gives us a remarkable 
inſtance of the exact harmony between 

all the ſeveral branches of our duty to God, 
and of the due regulation of our paſſions, as 
they ate employed in the ſcryice of religion. 
We are to love, to rejoice in God, and to de— 
light in his worſhip: but, as the ſervice of 
God is a reaſonable ſervice, fo our love of him 
ſhould be a rational love. We ſhould be joy- 
ful in him; but we ſhould rejoice with trem- 
bling: we muſt ſerve with gladneſs ; but we 
muſt ſerve him with fear. How ſevere would 
{ſeem the duty of fearing God, were not that 
fear to be ſoftened and allayed by love! and 
Vo. II. 55 into 
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into what wanton flights and wild enthuſiaſm 
might our love of God tranſport us, were not 
that love to be duly tempered and allayed by 
fear! The intimate relation which the ſeve- 
ral branches of our duty bear to each other, 
and the neceſſity of uniting all our moſt oppo- 
ſite affections in the ſervice of God, is in no 
inſtance more conſpicuous than in the words 
before us. The two contrary paſſions of fear 


and joy, how ſweetly are they blended ! Serve 


the Lord with fear, and rejoice unto him with 
reverence. Each affection ſeems regulated by 
the other ; and a due regulation of both is 
recommended as requilite to qualify us for the 
ſervice of God. A worſhip proceeding from 
this aprecable union of fear and joy, is moſt 
worthy of God our Creator, and moſt becom- 
ing us his creatures: it beſt teſtifies the ſenſe 
we ought to have of his greatneſs and good- 


neſs, and of our dependence on him for all 


we enjoy. This will more evidently appear, 
if we conlider, 

That every attribute of God is a motive to 
fear and joy. And, 

That a due mixture of fear and joy will beſt 
diſpoſe us to ſerve him, 


Every 


FEN N . 19 


Every attribute of the Godhead will excite 
both the affections of fear and i. As to the 


Airſt what ſtrong inducements there are to 


fear his infinite powwer and 7u/tice, is too obvi- 
ous to mention: and how highly does it en- 
hance our obligation to fear God, to confider, 
with theſe, his infinite παh,ẽeuedge! With 
what a dread are we ſtruck, when we confkder, 
that he who gave us the capacity of thinking, 
muſt needs be conſcious of all our thoughts 
and conceptions ! He who ſaw our ſubſtance 
when it was imperfect, when the crude em- 
bryo lay involved in darkneſs ; he who firſt 
opened and enlightened the underſtanding, and 
made reaſon to dawn in the ſoul— fall not he 


1 
4441 


be privy to every motion of its faculties? 


Can any thing be concealed from the ſource of 


light? Shall we not fear him, from whom no 
umbrage can ſcreen us; him, who penetrates 
into all the ſecrets and labyrinths of the heart? 
— How much more docs it ſtill excite our 
dread to contemplate his infinite /g/7:e/s ! It 
there be any thing that commands an awe and 
reverence in that poor reſemblance which any 
man has of the divine nature, what reverential 
thoughts ſhould we have of Cod, the fountain 

C-2 of 
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of holineſs, perſection itſelf ! If fo faint a 
copy, ſo imperſett a likeneſs of God, has any 
lines in it that can ſtrike us with the leaſt 
awe, how awful muſt be the great Original, at 
whoſe light even the purity of the higheſt 
archangel (a being, infinitely ſuperior to 
baſe, corruptible man) fades away !—O wor- 


ſhip him then in the beauty of helineſs ; let the 


whole earth fland in awe of him! Nor does 
God's darling attribute of mercy leſs excite our 


fear, than that of his infinite power, juſtice, 


knowledge, and holineſs. Even at the very 
time we draw near to praiſe God for the pro- 
digies of his mercy and loving kindneſs to- 
wards us, are we not all awe and aſtoniſh- 
ment? We are ſtruck with a pleaſing dread 
at the very greatneſs of his mercies, who 7s 


fearful even in praiſes. 


The conſideration of the ſame attributes 
which excite our r, obliges us likewiſe to 
rejoice iu God. The infinite power and good- 
neſs he has diſplayed in the creation and pre- 
ſervation of the world-—are not theſe motives 
to induce us to be joyful in God, and 7o 


ſerve him with gladneſs ? It was he that made 


us, and not we ourſelves ; it is he that preſerves 
our 
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our going out, and our coming in ; to him we 
look up for our daily ſupport, and hang, like 
helpleſs babes, on his providence. Ve are his 


people, and the ſheep of his paſture: go ye then 


into his courts with praiſe. Ought we not to 
ſing praiſes to him, by whom our bodies are 
ſo fearfully, ſo wonderfully made? Shall we 
not adore that ſource of beings, that fountain 
of perfection, from whom all the extenſive 
powers and noble faculties of our fouls are 
derived? It may till further enhance our ob- 
ligation to this duty, to conſider for what end 
he created us. It was not to advance his own 
happineſs : for as God is an eternal, ſclf-ex- 
iſtent being, he muſt have all perfection; and 
what has all perfection, mult have all happi- 
neſs. As God then was from eternity inft- 
nitely happy in himſelf, how ought we to 
love, adore, and praiſe him, for creating man 
in his own image and ſimilitude; for calling 
us forth from nothing, communicating to us 
a ſhare of his infinite perfections, and making 
us partakers of his own eternal happineſs ! 
Good God! that man, who was once nothing, 
ſhould be made a fon of God; that he who 
was the offspring of the earth, who was once 
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leſs than an atom, leſs than a ſhadow, leſs than 
any thing that has any ſhew of exiſtence, 
ſhould be called into being, endowed with an 
immortal ſoul, ennobled with his Maker's 
image, be made an heir of God, a partaker 
of the divine nature, and of an inheritance 
O the height, and breadth, and 
depth of the power and goodneſs of God! 
And ſhall we not love, magnify, and adore ſuch 
goodneſs ? —It is no leſs matter of joy and 
love to contemplate the ww/dom, the juſtice, and 
holineſs of God, than to meditate on his power 
and gocaneſs., Is wiſdom pleaſing in man? 
What an unſpeakable joy mult it then give us 
to have acceſs to him, who is the fountain of 
knowledge, the author of all wiſdom ! Every 
the moſt remote reſemblance of any of God's 
infinite perfections naturally excites our love. 
In whomſoever we can trace any the leaſt 


eternal! 


ſhadow of our Maker's image, he engages our 
affections in proportion to what he retains, or 
has recovered, of its image. Few are fo ſunk 


in Corruption, fo loſt to all fenſe of goodneſs, 


as not to have ſome love or eſteem for thoſe 
who ſhine in virtue. Is olineſs in man then 
in the leaſt amiable and delightful ; and ſhall 
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the beauty of holineſs itſelf have no luſtre to 


win our affections? In ſhort, whatſoever things 
are true ; whatſoever things are honeſt ; what- 


ſoever things are juſt ; whatſoever things are 


pure ; whatſoever things are lovely ; whatſoever 
things are of good report; if there be any vir- 
tue, if there be any praiſe in men, how amiable, 
how eminently praiſe-worthy muſt he be, who 
is the ſource and original of all that is good! 
— Thus then we tee, that the ſame attributes 
which excite us to fear, do at the ſame time 
move us to be , in God. Hence we may 
infer, that ſuch a worſhip as proceeds from a 
due temperament of fear and joy, is moſt wor- 
thy of God our Creator, and moſt becoming 
us his creatures. | 
I proceed now, ſecondy, to ſhew, that this 
will beſt diſpoſe and qualify us to ſerve him. 
So very neceſſary is this due temperament 
of the paſſions, fear and joy, to the perform- 
ance of our religious duties, that the one 1s 
not ſufficient without the other. Hear, in- 
deed, in many places of Scripture, is uſed in 
ſo great a latitude, as to comprehend the 
whole of our duty — By the fear of the Lord 
men depart from evil. Fear God, and keep his 
C 4 Comms 
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commandments, for that is the whole duty of man. 
But what is fear * It cannot be a ſervile 
dread of God's power and juſtice: no; for 
even the devils believe and tremble : they know 
there is a great and terrible God; they dread 
his wrath, but deſpair of his mercy. This 
fear is full of hatred and torment ; inducing 
us rather to flee from, than to draw near to, 


the preſence of God. lt can neither be that 


fear which betrays the ſuccours that reaſon 
offers, by oppreſſing and terrifying the con- 
ſcience: no; this fear, ſo far from diſpoſing 
men to their duty, renders them utterly in- 
capable of exerciſing any act of devotion. Nor 
is it a blind dread, and confuſed ſenſe of God's 
ſovereignty, as he is the Lord of the univerſe. 
Can this be that fear which the Scriptures fo 
extol ? If fo, the moſt abandoned finner, the 
very 47heijt himſelf, may ſometimes fear God. 
In the miaſt of his career of wickedneſs and 


infidelity, he may be ſtruck with a ſudden 


horror and confuſion of mind; he may revere 
God's power, and tremble at his thunder. 
Such a fear may, indeed, ſometimes throw 
men into ſudden ſtarts of devotion, and ex- 


tort from them ſome ſervile acts of homage. 
But 
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But the fear of God can never lead us to 
a conſtant and uniform courſe of obedience, 
till it becomes a filial fear, a fear tempered 
with /ove. This will diſpoſe us to be joy- 
ful in God, and impatiently to long after 
him, as the hart panteth after the water- 
brooks, He that only fears God, can, at beſt, 
but ſerve him with reluctance : but he that 
loves God, will fay, with the Pfalmiſt, I de- 
light to do thy will, O God! yea, thy law ts 
within my heart. To ſerve God upon a prin- 
ciple of fear only, is baſe and ignoble in it- 
ſelf, as well as unworthy of God. That fear, 
as well as that fazth, which worketh by /ove, 
as it is moſt commendable in itſelf, ſo it is 
moſt acceptable to God. -— Love is an ardent 
defire of a free intercourſe and union with the 
object beloved: how delightful muſt it be to 
have that defire gratified, to enjoy that inter- 


courſe with God! How joyful to have free 


accels to him, z whoſe preſence is the Julneſs of 


joy ! How pleaſant muſt it be to a ſoul in- 


flamed with divine love, to mcditate on God's 
being and attributes ; to have recourſe to him 
in prayer under all dangers and neceſſities ; 
and to approach him with praiſes for all his 

goodneſs |! 
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goodneſs ! Love warms the heart, as well as 


bows the knee: it naturally diſpoſes us to a 
cheerful obedience, and makes the ſervice of 
God a ſervice of perfect freedom. But how 
cold, how languid, muſt that worſhip be, 
which men are compelled to by fear ! Will 
God accept us for the involuntary homage of 
a bended knee, and the conſtrained tribute of 
the lips, the offspring of fear only? When 
the noble flame of divine Jove is once kindled 
in our breaſts, it will enliven our obedience, 
and add fervour to our devotions. He has 
made but a ſmall progreſs in religion, who 
does not take pleaſure in his duty. —But as 
fear without joy is inſufficient to qualify us for 
the worſhip of God, fo is j2y without fear. 
Toy without fear may tranſport us into ſpiri— 
tual pride: it may make us miſtake a carnal 
ſecurity for an aſſurance of God's favour ; a 
phariſaical zeal, and a fond conceit of our 
own righteouſneſs, for an earneſt of ſalvation. 


It is natural for men of a volatile diſpoſition 
to ſpeak peace and joy to themſelves, when 
there is no peace nor joy; at leaſt, no rational 
foundation for either : but our rejoicing in God 
ſhould be found in the teſtimony of a good 
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conſcience : if our hearts condemn us not, then 
may we juſtly have confidence towards God. But, 
ſince the heart is deceitful, et him that think- 
eth he ſtandeth, take heed left he fall. Happy, 
ſays Solomon, is the man that feareth always; 
but the hope of the hbypacrite ſhall periſh. It 
frequently happens in our /þ:r:7ua/, as well as 
in our temporal ſtate, that we are molt in dan- 
ger, when we think ourſelves moſt ſecure. — 
Further, a reverential joy is moſt expreſſive of 
the ſenſe we ought to have of human frailty, 
and of the all- ſufficiency of God. But how 
apt is a raſh and fear/e/s joy to make men fa- 
miliar and irreverent in their addreſſes ; care- 
leſs and remiſs in their obedience ! Be not 
raſh with thy mouth, ſays the wiſe man, to ut- 
ter any thing before God ; for God 1s in heaven, 
and thou on earth ; therefore let thy words be 


few. Shall mortal man, the ſon of corrup- 


tion, ſinful duſt and aſhes, preſume to be fami— 
liar in his prayers with his Maker and Judge, 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords? Is it too 
lowly a poſture 79 fall down, and kneel before our 
Lord and Maker ? Have we ſolittle awe for the 


preſence of that tremendous Being, as to be 
regardleſs in what manner, with what words, 


or 
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or in what form we addreſs him? Shall we 
preſume to approach divine majeſty, and dare 
to implore his grace and pardon, in a more in- 
decent manner, than we would preſent a peti- 
tion for ſome trifling favour to an earthly prince ? 
Shall ſuch rebellious ſubjects to the imperial 
Majeſty of heaven ſupplicate a place in his 
kingdom, in ſuch an irreverent geſture, with 
ſuch raſh, unguarded expreſſions, ſuch con- 
fuſed ſentences, ſuch indigeſted conceptions, 
ſuch repetitions as we ſhould bluſh to uſe in 
aſking ſome little boon of a fellow-creature and 
an equal? Is that a proper way to confeſs our 
ſins, to expreſs our deep ſorrow and contrition 
for them, and the humble ſenſe we have of 

our wants, and of our dependance on God? 
But what arguments can prevail upon thoſe, 
whoſe irreverent and indecent behaviour at pub- 
lic worthip, that great teſt of our profeſſion, is 
both an offence to every {crious worthipper of 
God, and an inſult on the Majeſty of heaven ; 
what arguments, I ſay, can prevail on ſuch, 
(and ſuch, I am ſorry to ſay, there are among 
us) if this moſt powerful and, to perſons of com- 
mon underſtanding, awakening motive, makes 
no impreſſion on them, that we are here in the 
immediate 
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immediate preſence of him, before whom the 
angels cover their faces? This awful conſider- 
ation, if ſuffered to ſink into their ſouls, and to 
have its natural effect on them, would conſtrain 
and oblige them to bridle their thoughts, and 
ſet a guard upon the door of their lips; to lift u Pp 
holy hands, and ſay to themſelves, whenever 
they | preſumed to appear before God in the 
houſe of Prayer, How dread/ul is this place ! 
This is no other than the houſe of God; and this 
7s the gate of heaven ! 

To conclude—Let each of us, before we 


begin our devotions, conſider with the Prophet, 
whom do I approach ? wherewithal ſhall I come 
before the Lord? Let us not miſtake paſion for 
zeal, enthuſiaſm for devotion, and the extem- 
porary flights of an over-heated imagination for 
the dictates of the Holy Spirit. Would we pray 
with the Spirit, we muſt pray with the under- 
flandins alſo : would we be truly devout, we 
muſt be truly humble. To be inflamed with 


7 8 8 0 
ſpiritual pride; to delude ourſelves with vain 


| notions, that we are God's peculiar favourites, 
and ſecure of our election to ſalvation; to flatter 
ourſelves that we are bleſt with lingular and ex- 

tiaordinary 
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traordinary gifts, and that we have a more inti- 
mate fellowſhip and union with God than 
others, and that God himſelf ſpeaks in us and 
with us; to fire our blood and ſpirits, and 
work up ourſelves to the extravagancy of an in- 
temperate fervour and miſguided tranſport, is far 
from being a token that we have any git of 
prayer, or that God is in us of a truth. The 
ſolemn dutics of religion are to be performed 
with an humble, lowly, and contrite Heart. 
With that man will God dwell ; with him, who 
trembles at his preſence, and dreads to approach 
him without conſidering the matter and the 
manner of his prayers. Had we, in ſhort, a 
right knowledge of God and ourſelves; of the 
infinite diftance there 1s between him and us; 
we ſhould ever approach him with awiul love, a 
modeſt freedom, and an humble joy. Had we 
a right knowledge of God and ourſelves, even 
our molt exalted love, our higheſt acts of ador- 
ation, praiſe, and thankſgiving, would be ac- 
companied with fear, but with ſuch a fear as 
would ſtill more clevate our joy, more refine and 
ennoble our love: and bleſſed, as the Pſalmiſt 
pronounces, ever bleſſed is the man who thus 


feareth 
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SERMON I. 5 
feareth the Lord, for he hath great delight in 


his commandments. 
Now to God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all honour, praiſe, and 


power, now and for ever. Amen. 
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ST. MATTHEW, CHAP. XVIII. VER. 35. 


So likewiſe ſhall my heavenly Father do alſo unto you, if 


ye, frem your hearts, forgive not every one his brother 
their treſpaſſes. 


. is certainly no duty more indiſpen- 
ſably neceſſary, and yet none, perhaps, the 
practice of Which ſcems more difficult, than this 
of forgiving injuries, and pardoning thoſe who 
have any ways offended us. This, I am perſuaded, 
the generality of the world will be apt to eſteem 
a very hard faying—a ſaying by no means agree- 
able to the corruptions of human nature : nay, 
there have not been wanting thoſe who have 
been vain enough to imagine that this very pre- 
cept of forgiving injuries afforded them undeni- 
able argument againſt the truth of Chriſtianity. 
They could not conceive it any way probable 

Vor, II. D that 
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that that God who made us, and ſo thoroughly 
underſtood our conſtitutions, ſhould require that 
at our hands, as an indiſpenſable duty, which 
was, in all reſpects, ſo diſagreeable to our na- 
ture, and ſo very oppoſite to our reigning, pre- 
dominant paſſions. Whereas, on the contrary, 
would we but take an impartial view of things, 
and conſider them in their proper light, we 
ſhould eaſily be convinced that even this very 
virtue of forgiving injuries is ever attended with 
eaſe and pleaſure z that, in this reſpect, all the 
ways of Religion are pleaſantneſs, and her paths 
peace; and, ſo far is it from being an argument 
againſt the truth of Chriſtianity, that it does 
indeed afford a conſiderable one in proof of it. 
What lawgiver ever did, or indeed could pre- 
tend to give, ſuch ſcvere rules and maxims for 
holy living as theſe are? None but the bleſſed 
Jeſus, who was really ſent from God, could 
ever teach us to forgive an injury, to paſs by an 
affront with a ſedate temper of mind, to do 
good to our very enemies, and to pray for our moſt 
inhuman perſecutors. This moſt divine precept 
is at once the ſtrength and beauty of our reli- 
gion; it does at the ſame time both prove and 
adorn it: it is the practice of this virtue that 
is 


SERMON III. 5 


is the peculiar characteriſtic of a good Chriſtian: 
it is this that diſtinguiſheth us from all falſe re- 
ligions, and does really demonſtrate us to be, 
what we pretend to be, the genuine diſciples of 
a crucified Jeſus. Now this is that moſt excel- 
lent virtue I ſhall at preſent endeavour to recom- 
mend to your practice ; and that I cannot better 
do, than from this paſſage of our bleſſed Lord, 
the concluſion of which I have choſen for my 
text, where we are commanded to forgive our 
offending brother, nt only ſeven times, but 
ſeventy times ſeven; where we are expreſsly 
taught, that our heavenly Father will by n9 
means forgive us, if we do not, from our hearts, 
forgive every one our brother their treſpaſſes. 
In order, therefore, to ſet this great and funda- 
mental duty in a fair light, and to make it have 
the greater force and efficacy, I will prove, 

Fir/t, from ſcripture, that to forgive i injuries 
is a neceſſary and indiſpenſable duty. 

Secondly, 1 will endeavour to ſhew the reaſon- 
ableneſs of this duty. 

Thirdly, 1 will offer ſome conſiderations ta 
excite you to the practice of it. 

Firſt, T am to prove, that to forgive injuries 
is a neceſſary and indiſpenſable duty; and, in 
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proof of this, I need only appeal to the whole 
body of the ſcriptures themſelves. What are 
the conſtant precepts of the Goſpel ? Are they 
not love and unity, peace and charity, meekneſs 
and condeſcenſion ? Is not this the tenor of the 
New Teſtament ? Is not this the ſum and ſub- 
ſtance of all the diſcourſes of our bleſſed Lord 
and his apoſtles? Moſt certainly it is. It would 
be endleſs to enumerate all the paſſages of holy 
ſcripture which make for this purpoſe; the 
paſſage before us, of my text, will appear ſuf- 
ficiently conſiderable, if we look back a little to 
the occaſion. St. Peter, at the twenty-firſt 
verſe, enquires of our Lord, how often his brother 
ſhould fin againſt him, and he be obliged to forgive 
him © What ſeven times It ſeems not impro- 
bable to ſuppoſe that our Lord had, in ſome 
former diſcourſes, inculcated this duty of for- 
giving injurics to his diſciples; and St. Peter, 
being willing to know the extent of the duty, 
aſked this queſtion. He thought it, we may 
imagine, a very unreaſonable thing, to ſtand 
obliged to forgive his brother as often as he 
ſhould offend : this might be an encouragement 
to an ill man to do miſchief ; and, therefore, he 
icems to add, What ſeven times! with a ſurpriſe 

and 
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and admiration, as if that were too much, and 
that ſuch an eaſineſs to forgive would prove of 
fatal conſequence. Upon which our bleſſed Lord 
anſwers, Not only ſeven, but unto ſeventy times 
ſeven. That is, that he ſhould be ready and 
prepared to forgive his offending brother as often 
as he ſhould ſue for pardon. And, that he might 
the better illuſtrate this new and ſurpriſing 
doctrine to his diſciples, he lays before them 
a moſt appoſite parable of a king and his ſervant, 
who not being able to pay him that vaſt ſum 
which he owed him, he immcdiately ordered 
him and all that he had to be fold, and payment 
to be made: but, by the ſervant's ſubmiſſion 
and fair promiſes, the merciful king forgave 
him the debt, and ſet him at liberty. This very 
ſervant had no ſooner gone out from his lord's 
preſence, than an unhappy tellow-ſervant, that 
owed him a ſmall, inconfiderable debt, came 
in his way : he inſtantly demands payment, and 
the unfortunate creature, labouring under ſuch 
circumſtances as rendered him the greatett object 
of pity and forbearance, is by this inhuman and 
mercileſs wretch thrown into priſon. Neither 
his own great deliverance, nor the bright exam- 
ple of his lord's mercy, could inſpire bim with 

D 3 | the 


38 SERMON III. 


the leaſt portion of pity and compaſſion. This 
no ſooner reached the ears of his lord, than, fired 
with a juſt indignation at the baſeneſs of this 
ungtateful man, he delivers him over to the 
tormentors, there to remain till he had paid the 
uttermoſt farthiig. Upon this parable our bleſſed 
Lord makes this reflection / hkewsfe ſhall my 
heavenly Father do aljs unto you, if ye, from your 
zearts, forgive not every one his brother their 
zrecſpajjzs. Nothing certainly can be a more clear 
and convincing argument than this, to prove 
that to forgive injuries is a neceſſary and indiſ- 
penſable duty. 
We may obſerve as a farther confirmation of 
this truth, that this very precept of forgiving 
injuries is inſerted into our prayers by our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf, as a neceffary condition, without 
which they ſhould not be accepted of. We are 
taught to pray in that moſt divine form of words 
which our Saviour preſcribes to us, that God 
would forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
achtors; and the reaſon of this our bleſſed Sa- 
viour gives us in the fourteenth verſe : For if ye 
ftergrve men their treſpaſſes, your heaventy Father 
well alf5 forgive your treſpaſſes: but if ye forgive 
vor men their treſpaſſes, neither will your heavenly 
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Father forgive your treſpaſſes, From hence 
we may learn that to forgive injuries, and to 
pardon our enemies, is not only a neceſſary duty, 
but ſo neceſſary a duty, that our whole Chriſti- 
anity depends upon it: without the performance 
of this duty, we can expect no bleſſing or 
benefit from the hands of God; our prayers 
will not be received, nor our fins remitted (the 
great deſign of all our prayers) ; in ſhort, 
without the practice of it, we ſhall never be 
heard, either here or hereafter. I come now, in 
the 

Second place, to ſhew the great reaſonableneſs 
of this duty, and to vindicate it from the falſe 
prejudices it may poſſibly lie under; and here, 
firſt, 

This excellent duty of forgiving injuries 
ſeems to be founded upon that unalterable rule 
of juſtice, of doing as we would be done by. It 
we would but look into our own breaſts, and 
conſider a little what refleftions we are apt to 
make on the like occaſions, we ſhould ſoon ſee 
the reaſonableneſs of this duty, We cannot but 

know that the beſt of us all are ſubject to many 
_ weakneſſes and infirmities; that the moſt pru- 
dent are oftentimes indiſcreet in their words, 
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ſometimes in their actions; and that none of us 
are able to endure always inoffenſive. Our 
paſſions are ſtrong and boiſterous ; they hurry 
us away on a ſudden; they betray us, before we 
are aware, to undue cenſure of others, and 
oftentimes to ſuch actions as are neither agree- 
able to juſtice or charity. Now what would 
we deſire to be done in our caſe? Would we 
not be really willing that our brethren ſhould 
paſs by theſe affronts and injuries, eſpecially 


after a fair and ingenuous acknowledgment ? 


that they would put the faireſt conſtruction 


upon our words and actions - make great allow - 
ances for paſſion, oppoſition, and a thouſand 
little circumſtances, which we ſhould be apt to 
plead in our behalt ? I am perſuaded every one 
that had offended another would be willing to 
be thus dealt withal. 

And now let us apply this event to our own 
caſe. Ought we not to make as great allowances 
for others, as we with they ſhould make for us? 
Is it not reaſonable that we ſhould put the faireſt 
and moſt candid interpretation upon other men's 
words and actions, if we would expect ſuch 
dealing from them ? Should we not be ready 
and prepared to pardon all paſt offences upon 


the 
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the leaſt acknowledgment? Thus we ſee this 
great duty is agreeable to the ſtricteſt reaſon, and 
is no other than what is deducible from the 
nature of common juſtice. But farther Let us 
ſuppoſe that one of us had actually done ſome 
great and inconceivable injury to our neighbour, 
either in reſpect of his perſon, fortune, or repu- 
tation; and, believe me, this is a very reaſon- 
able ſuppoſition; for ſuch is the ſtrange corrup- 
tion of human nature, and ſo extremely careleſs 
are men in performing their duty, that a good 
man may be guilty of an extravagance before he 
is aware. I am afraid there are few who have 
behaved themſelves ſo circumſpectly, but, if 
they look back upon the actions of their paſt 
life, would find they have been guilty of ſeveral 
acts of perfect injuſtice, though, at the ſame time 
they were acted, their paſſions and intereſt ran 
ſo high, and were fo tumultuous, that the in- 
juſtice did not appear. Suppoſing then we had 
injured our neighbour in any conſiderable in- 
ſtance, we ſhould be willing that he ſhould for- 
give us, upon our confeſſion, and promiſe of 
never attempting the like for the future ; we 
ſhould be defirous that he would lay aſide all 
manner of malice, and even the very thoughts 
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of revenge ; and that he would accept of ſuch 
aſſurances of our affection as we could conve- 
niently give him. Nay, I cannot but obſerve 
farther, that we ſhould entertain very hard 
thoughts of ſuch a perſon, we ſhould imagine 
ourſelves injured in his not forgiving us upon 
ſuch an acknowledgment : and this really is the 
ſenſe of all mankind; for to be implacable, 
moroſe, revengeful, inexorable, is a character 
of the blackeſt dye—a character deſervedly held 
contemptible by all mankind. 

J ſhall uſe but one argument more to ſhew 


vou the reaſonableneſs of this divine duty of 


forgiveneſs, and that is taken from the good- 
neſs and mercy of Almighty God. The former 
ergument reſpected us as men; this will reſpect 
us as Chriſtians. And indeed this is an argu- 
ment fo ſtrong and forcible, that I cannot think 
the moſt obſtinately malicious can ever be able 
to bear up againſt the power of it. 

When we conſider how often and how griev- 
ouſly we have offended againſt Almighty God, 
how many talents we have to be forgiven us at 
the awful day of judgment, ſhall we think 


much to forgive one another a few mites—ſome 


mean and inconſiderable injuries? This reflec- 


tion 


R 


14 
2 

7 

4 


. =. es 


5 
' 
| 


SERMON III. 43 


tion will be much more advanced if we conſider 
the vaſt diſtance tliere is between a finite crea- 
ture and an infinite Creator. Every ſin we com- 
mit againſt Almighty God is of a very black and 
deteſtable nature; it is an open act of rebellion 
againſt that God that made us; and, as ſuch, 
deſerves a puniſhment inconceivable by men 
or angels, and which can never be expiated but 
by the blood of that immaculate Sacrifice which 
died for us upon the croſs. Whereas the greateſt 
injuries we can be guilty of againſt one another, 
are mean and inconſiderable if compared with 
theſe. Is it not ſtrange and amazing to the 
higheſt degree, to ſee Chriſtians flame out with | 
an impatient deſire of revenge, perhaps for ſome 
angry word, or indiſcreet expreſſion, when they 
cannot but know how much, and how manifold 
ſins they have to be forgiven them ? A little 
conſideration would certainly be ſufficient to put 
a ſtop to this moſt inhuman, moſt irrational fin 
that a man can well be guilty of. Whenever 
we receive any conſiderable affront from another, 
let us conſider, before we give way to that reſt- 
leſs paſſion of revenge, that we have offended 
Almighty God in a more extraordinary manner ; 
and as we expect to be forgiven, ſo it is but 
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highly reaſonable that we forgive our brother. 
Nay, we muſt proceed yet farther, if we 
would be the genuine diſciples of the cruci- 
fied Jeſus; we ſhould be ready to bring over 
thoſe that had offended us to a due ſenſe of their 
fault, and that by all the methods of love and 
meekneſs. But this may ſeem to be a very harſh 
and unreaſonable doctrine to the generality of 
men. Men of taſte and faſhion talk loudly of their 
honour ; they think it beneath them to make 
the firſt offer; it is condeſcenſion enough to 
pardon their offending brother upon the loweſt 
ſubmiſſion : by this means, upon a trifling pre- 
tence of honour, many live and die in hatred 
and malice. In order to ſecure their imaginary 


character and reputation, they will eaſily ſacri- 


fice their chriſtianity ; and, rather than forgive 
the moſt minute punctilio, they will break 
through a more fundamental duty. This deli- 
cacy (to ſpeak moderately) favours too much of 
the world, and too little of the ſpirit of Jeſus 
Chriſt. In ſhort, we can never ſubmit too low 
either in aſking pardon for what we have offend- 
ed others in, or endeavouring to reconcile thoſe 
who have offended us. Let us remember that 
the lower we condeſcend in matters of this 

nature, 
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nature, the more we are conformed to the image 
of that Jeſus, who always returned good for 
evil, and bleſſing for curſing. 

Nothing is more certain than that virtue, in 
its own nature, is ever attended with a peculiar 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction; and, were it only upon 
this account, every wiſe man would chooſe 
rather to be virtuous than vicious : and yet I 
will venture to affirm, that, of all virtues what- 
ſoever, none brings along with it greater peace 
and tranquillity than this moſt excellent virtue 
of forgiveneſs. Nothing certainly can be a 
greater pleaſure than to enjoy a ſolid peace 
within one's own breaſt, to be out of the noiſe 
and trouble of a turbulent paſſion, and be always 
directed by the calm dictates of reaſon. Now 
this peace, this pleaſure, the meek, charitable, 
forgiving perſon enjoys in the greateſt extent 
imaginable, He 1s at peace with God, at peace 
with his own conſcience, at peace with all the 
world. He is not diſturbed with the racking 
thoughts of proſecuting an injury, or tormented 
with the anxious thirſt after revenge: for re— 
venge, however pleaſant it may appear to & 
depraved mind, is very troublcſoine and uncaly ; 
and the revengeful perſon always pays too dear 
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for the unmanly pleaſure he imagines to himſelf 

of making another ſuffer. | 
And this is a farther confirmation of the ex- 
cellency of this virtue ; that it is not only ex- 
tremely pleaſant in itſelf, but it rids us of one 
of the moſt vexatious paſſions in the world. I 
appeal to the conſcience of any man that was 
ever guilty of this vice, that was ever carried 
away with this revengeful paſſion (and I am 
afraid there are few men but at one time or 
other have been betrayed into it), whether the 
trouble, the concern, the torments they en- 
dured, were not real and conſiderable ; whereas 
the pleaſure they propoſed was only trifling and 
imaginary. So vain and ridiculous is the re- 
vengeful perſon, that, with an impotent deſire of 
puniſhing another, he really puniſheth himſelf. 
Behold, I beſcech you, how many things 
concur to recommend this divine virtue to our 
practice; whether we confider its neceſſity or 
its reaſonableneſs, or whether we look upon the 
pleaſure it brings along with it, or, laſtly, the 
trouble and vexation that accompany the want 
of it. In all theſe reſpects we ſhall find it worthy 
of a rational man and a Chriſtian. Theſe are 
indeed great things, but theſe are not all; there 
18 
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is ſomething yet more powerſul, and that is, 
that the practice of it gives us the beſt aſſurance 
of having our fins remitted; for if we do, 
from our hearts, forgive others their treſpaſſes, 
we have the abſolute promiſe of our merciful 
Creator, that he will forgive us our trefpaſſes, 
caſt a veil over all our fins and infirmities ; and, 
through the merits of his Son, receive us into 
thoſe manſions of bliſs and glory, prepared for all 
thoſe that love and obey him. 

Let then, my brethren, all bitterneſs, and 
wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil ſpeak- 
ing, be put away from you, with all malice ; 
and be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God, for Chriſt's 
ſake, has forgiven you. 

The peace of God, which paſſes all under- 
ſtanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; and the bleſſing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, he emoneft you, and remain with vou 
alwavs. Amen. 
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ST. LUKE, CHAP. VIII. VER, 21. 


New the parable is this, the ſeed is the word of Gad. 


T is a very aſtoniſhing and melancholy re- 

flection, to conſider how much the Son of 
God has done and ſuffered for us; how clearly 
he has revealed his will in holy Scripture ; what 
aſſiſtances of his bleſſed Spirit he hath afforded 
us, to guide, direct and govern us, in order to 
enable us to live up to the dignity of our pro- 
feſſion ; and yet, notwithſtanding theſe ineſti- 
mable advantages, how very few there are 
among us who are duly affected with theſe 
great truths, and have a real and hearty concern 
for the weighty buſineſs of another world. The 
bleſſed Jeſus has promiſed life, immortality, and 
an eternal weight of glory as a certain and infalli- 
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ble reward of a very ſhort and eaſy obedience in 
this life. We pretend to believe this, and yet 
we are not at all moved with it ; it makes very 
little or no impreſſion on us; we are as careleſs and 
negligent in the duties of religion, as if our 
hopes and our intereſts were only in this life. 
We call ourſelves Chriſtians, and ſeem to boaſt 
ourſelves, as well we may, in that glorious 
appellation; and yet we are as proud and unrea- 
ſonable, covetous and uncharitable, as the very 
Heathens. In ſhort, there is ſcarce any thing 
in our outward actions that may diſtinguiſh us 
from thoſe who never heard of a crucified Jeſus, 
and to whom the light of the goſpel never yet 
appeared. This is a fad reflection; and I am 
afraid there are few among us, if we would 
but impartially examine our hearts, and look 
back upon the actions of our lives, but would 
find it too ſadly verified in themſelves. Now it 
is very natural to enquire, what it is that thus 
renders the promiſes of the goſpel ineffectual ? 
What raviſhing enjoyments, what mighty pro- 
fits and advantages, what pleaſures and allure- 
ments are theſe which entirely captivate the 
hearts of men, and leave them no room to con- 
template the happineſs of a future ſtate? This 

preſent 
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preſent world, however vain and empty it may 
appear at firſt ſight, has ſurely ſomething in it 
very folid and ſubſtantial, that it is thus univer- 
ſally preferred to that glorious place where 
there is ſulneſs of joys, and pleaſures for ever- 
more. Our bleſſed Lord, in this parable, of 
which the text is a part, very aptly lays before 
us the reaſon of men's not profiting by the goſ- 
pel preached to them, by the reſemblance of 4 
fſower who went out to ſow his field; and as he 
ſowed, ſome fell by the way fide, and it was trod- 
den down, and the fowls of the air devoured it; 
and ſome fell upon a rock, and as ſoon as it was 
ſprung up, it withered away, becauſe it lacked 
moiſture ; and jome fell among thorns, and the 
thorns ſprang up with it, and choked it; and other 
fell on good ground, and bare fruit an hundred 
fold. In this parable we may obſerve, in general, 
that the ſeed caſt on the different foils was the 
{ame ; it was all good, ſuch as would have pro- 
duced a very ample harveſt: the fault was 
wholly in the diſpoſition of the ground upon 
which it was fowed, The ſower was undoubt- 
edly deſirous that every portion of land ſhould 
have brought forth, and that plentifully : nay, 
there is nothing in the parable that hinders us 
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from ſuppoſing that the ſower took all imagin- 
able care and precaution in the culture of the 
land: and though hie could not expect ſo ample 
a crop from the ſtony ground, as from that of a 
better ſoil; yet ſome return he might reaſonably 
have hoped for, though ſmall in proportion to 
the care and labour he had beſtowed on it. But, 
on the contrary, it was fo far from anſwering 
his moderate expectations, that it brought forth 
nothing, and was as wholly barren as if it had 
never been ſown. Now this is exactly the caſe 
of the Chriſtian Religion, Our bleſſed Saviour 
ſuffered upon the croſs, for the ſins of the whole 
world he procured a redemption for the fins of 
men, as ample and extenſive as the ruin cauſed 
by the fins of Adam—he has frequently, in the 
holy ſcriptures, declared an ardent and paſſionate 
deſire that all ſhould be ſaved; declaring moſt fully 
that he has no delight in the death of a finner ; 
and, accordingly, has inſtituted ways and means, 
abundantly ſufficient to bring about this great 
end. IIe {ent his apoſtles into the world with a 
commiſſion to preach the glad tidings of the 
goſpel to all people, nations, and languages ; 
promiſing ſalvation to thoſe who ſhould ſincerely 
embrace the Chriſtian religion; and the prieſts 
and 
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and miniſters of Chriſt's church, lawfully or- 
dained, have the fame commiſſion, and till 
proclaim to the people the ſame glad tidings. 
The word, which we preach, is that bleſſed ſeed 
which the holy Jeſus ſowed in his church ; and 
it is ſufficient to produce in us the fruits of good 
living, the reward of which is life and immor- 
tality. Now the fault lies in ourſelves ; the un- 
due diſpoſition of our hearts and affections ren- 
ders it ineffectual in us: our minds are taken up 
with the riches and pleaſures of this life, or we 
are ſo choked with the cares and anxictics that 
our worldly affairs bring upon us, that we have 
no room left for the word of God. It may, per- 
haps, make ſome ſmall impreſſion on us white 
we are in his houſe; but that ſoon vaniſhes, and 
the more important buſineſs of the world very 
eaſily diſpoſſeſſes the thoughts of eternity; and 
thus our bleſſed Lord explains the parable — 
The parable is this, the ſeed is the word of God. 
Thoſe by the way fide are theſe that hear : then 
cometh the Devil, and taketh the word out of 
their hearts, left they ſhould believe and be ſaved. 
They on the roch, are they which, when they 
hear, recerve the word with joy; and theſe have 
no root, which for a white believe, but in time of 
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temptation fall away. And that which fell 
among tyorns, are they which, when they have 
heard, gu forth and are choked with the cares, and 
riches, and pleaſures of this life, and bring forth no 
fruit to perfection. But that on the good ground, 
are they which, in an honeſt and good heart, having 
heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit 
with patience. It appears, then, that there are 
three great obſtacles to the due reception of God's 
word—to its taking root in our hearts, and bring- 
ing forth fruit meet for the kingdom of heaven. 

Firſt, the Devil, who takes the ſeed fown 
out of our hearts. 

Secondly, the temptations and afflictions which 

meet us in our Chriſtian warfare, and overcome 
our weak and ill- grounded faith. 

Laſtly, the riches and pleaſures of this life, 
which choke the word, and will not ſuffer it to 
briag forth fruit to perfection. 

Theſe particulars I ſhall now in their order 
conſider, and point out the moſt proper me- 
thods for the retnoval of theſe impediments, that 
ſo you may not only be hearers, but doers of 
the word alſo—that you may be bleſſed in your 
deeds, and receive the happy rewards of your 
labour, in another life. I ſhall begin with the 


firſt 
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firſt of theſe—the ſeed ſown by the way fide ; 
which our Lord explains by the Devil, who 
takes the ſeed of the word out of our hearts. 
From this, and the parallel place of St. Matthew, 
(which 1s ſomething more large) we may eaſily 
gather, that the perſons here deſcribed are thoſe 
careleſs and negligent people, who take no pains 
to inform themſelves of their duty, and the 
great conſequence of performing it exactly. 
They come to church, more out of a compliance 
with the cuſtom of their country, than any 
other motive. They hear the word of God read 
and explained to them, but they ſeem not to un- 
derſtand it, neither are they much concerned 
whether they do or no. The Tempter, who is 
ever on the watch to gain proſelytes, finding 
diſpoſitions ſo fit for his purpoſe, immediately 
fills their imaginations with a thouſand vain, 
fantaſtic objects; by that means, eaſily drowns 
all religious thoughts, and wipes off the weak 
impreſſions the hopes of heaven, or fears of 
hell, had made upon their ſouls ; impreffions ſo 
faint and ſuperficial, that, like characters wrote 
on the ſand, they may be defaced with the leaſt 
motion imaginable. How many are there that 
live in a ſtrange neglect, not to ſay contempt, 
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of every thing that looks like religion; who 
ſeem not at all to conſider what will become of 
them in another world, and what account they 
muſt give, when called to appear before the 
judgment-ſeat of Chriſt! How unaccountable 
this ! infinitely more abſurd than Atheiſm, that 
grand contradiction to the ſenſe and reaſon of all 
mankind. Certainly, if religion be any thing 
more (as it far otherwiſe appears to be) than a 
jeſt and impoſture, it is a thing of the utmoſt 
1mportance, and ſuch as deſervedly requires our 
utmoſt care and attention. Religion teaches us 
that there 1s an eternity to come, an everlaſting 
ſcene of things, upon which we muſt enter, as 
ſoon as the breath of our noſtrils is departed ; 
that we muſt all appear before the judgment ſeat 
of Chriſt, and give an account of the actions done 
in the body, whether they be good or evil; and, 
according to the tenor of them, we muſt be 
adjudged, either to the extremeſt happineſs, or 
the moſt inconceivable miſery and torments. Do 
we believe all this, and yet not think it worth 
while to take it into our moſt ſerious confidera- 
tion? Are not theſe things worth our care and 
our diligence? Have we any buſineſs in this 
world equal to it? Is there an eternal weight of 
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glory laid up for them that love and obey God, 
and is it not worth our while to take an ordinary 
care in procuring it? Is there a place of puniſh- 
ment, as the moſt inevitable lot of fin and 
wickedneſs, and ſhall we not earneſtly endeavour 
to avoid it? Muſt we all be judged by an infi- 
nitely juſt God, and is it not our intereſt to pre- 
pare againſt ſo ſevere a trial? Was religion an 
abſtruſe, intricate buſineſs, did it require any 
great attention and application of mind, the com- 
mon claſs of mankind might have ſome excuſe 
for their negligence; but, alas! it is ſo plain, fo 
eaſy, ſo familiar, that no man living can plead 
ignorance: the meancit perſon, who has but an 
ordinary ſhare of common ſenſe, and who is 
capable of managing any worldly affairs, will 
eaſily comprehend this. What can be more plain 
than this? We muſt die—-we muſt be judged 
by Almighty God ; therciore we ſhould be care- 
ful to lead, in all reſpects, a good life ; that, 
through the blood of Chriſt, we may be ſaved 
at the laſt day, and not be dogmed 79 thoſe tor 
ments prepared for the Devil and his angels. 
This is ſo eaſy, that no Chriſtian can pretend 
ignorance, All that I would aim at, is this 
only, 
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only, to perſuade you that religion is a matter of 
importance, and that it is worthy your moſt ſin- 
cere obſervance. Did you but once believe this, 
you would be willing and careful to be inſtructed 
in your duty, that you might know what you 
were to do, and what you were to avoid, in order 
to pleaſe God in this world, and to be for ever 
happy in a better. Were you thus truly diſ- 
poſ-a, you would not only hear a ſermon, but 
it would fink down into your hearts, it would 
work upon your affections, it would ſoon pro- 
duce ſome viſible change in your lives and con- 
verſations. This is the remedy to prevent the 
Devil's taking the word out of your hearts. 
While the word preached only plays on your 
memories, it is eafily removed; the leaſt ſug- 
geſtion of the Tempter is ſufficient to bury it 
in filence and oblivion : but when it has got 
into the heart, and taken up its ſeat in the affec- 
tions, it is tolerably ſecure, and will not be ſo 


eaſily diſlodged. 


I ſhould now proceed to the ſecond particular, 
namely, to remove the great ſcandal that weak 
and ill- grounded Chriſtians are apt to take in 
times of temptations and afflictions: but time 
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not permitting me, this and what remains muſt 
be the ſubject of another diſcourle. 


Now to God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all 
honour and glory, now and for ever. 


R KR M © N V. 


ST. LUKE, CHAP. VIII. VER. 11. 


Now the parable is this, the ſeed is the word of God. 


N my laſt diſcourſe on theſe words, I laid 
before you the three great obſtacles, men- 
tioned in the parable, to the due reception of 
the word of God. Firſt, the Devil, who takes 
the ſeed ſown out of the heart. Secondly, the 
temptations and afflictions which meet us in our 
Chriſtian warfare, and overcome our weak and 
ill-grounded faith. Thirdly, the riches and plea- 
ſures of this life, which choke the word, and 
will not ſuffer it to bring forth fruit to per- 
fection. The fir/t of theſe heads I have already 
gone through; wherein I have deſcribed to you 
thoſe perſons whoſe diſpoſitions render the word 
of 
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of God ineffectual; namely, the careleſs and the 
negligent, who take no pains to inform them- 
ſelves of their duty, and whoſe ſuperficial atten- 
tion to every thing that is ſerious, gives the 
Devil an eaſy opportunity to root the ſeed out 
of their hearts. The remedy to avoid this, I 
then told you, was a will to be well inſtructed 
in your duty, and a ſtrict care to practiſe it. 
Theſe will fix deep the feed in your hearts, fo 
effectually fix it, that no fuggeſtions of the 
Tempter will ever root it out. I procecd now 
to the 

Second particular — namely, to remove the 
great ſcandal that weak and ill- grounded Chriſ- 
tians are apt to take in times of temptations and 
afflictions. By temptations we are to under- 
ſtand, as is plain from the parallel place in St. 
Matthew, calamitics and perſecutions. Now this 
muſt be confeſſed to carry ſome difficulty with 
it, and, therefore, will require great degrees of 
Chriſtian patience and fortitude to ſurmount it. 
It is an eaſy matter to be a Chriſtian in times of 
peace and proſperity, when our religion 1s not 
only allowed, but encouraged, by the laws 
of the land; nay, when we could not well be 
geberwiſe, but by expoſing ourſelves to the ſcorn 
and 
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a 
and contempt of a whole nation : in fuch cir- 
cumſtances as theſe, it is our intereſt, in refer- 
ence to the goods of this world, at leaſt to pro- 
feſs ourſelves to be Chriſtians. Hence it is, that 
the Church of Chriſt, in times of peace and 
ſecurity, has always abounded with a multitude 
of hypocrites—vaſt numbers of thoſe who follow 
the church, as the Jews did our Saviour, becauſe 
they would cat of the loaves they are Chriſ- 
tians, becauſe it is their intereſt, and they would 
ſcem at leaſt religious, becauſe they get by it. 
But when once the clouds grow thick, and 
the ſtorm draws nigh, when a time of per- 
ſecution approaches, and the Joſs of all, perhaps 
life itſelf, is the certain conſequence of publicly 
profeſſing the croſs of Chriſt, then theſe falſe 
Chriſtians are immediately ſcandaliſed—they fall 
oft, and join themſelves with any party or fac- 
tion, that will but ſecure the miſtaken happineſs 
of this life, whatever becomes of eternity, It 
muſt be confeſſed, this part of the parable may, 
in: a more immediate manner, ſeem to refer to 
the primitive times, when death and martyrdom 
were the ſure and certain rewards of a good Chriſ- 
tiun—when the poor and deſpiſed profeſſors of 
fetus Chriſt were eſteemed enemies to mankind ; 


when 
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when they bravely oppoſed all the powers and 
princes of the world, not with arms and violence, 
but with prayers and tears, the only armour of a 
perſecuted Chriſtian. What a truly noble ſight 
was it, to behold men proud of dying, and ambi- 
tious of ſuffering the moſt exquiſite torments ! 
to ſee women and children, whoſe tender age 
and ſex might in reaſon ſecure them from ſuch 
barbarities, voluntarily offering themſelves up to 
the ſtake—blunting the ſwords and axes of their 
moſt inhuman perſecutors, and triumphing in the 
midſt of death, of flames, and of torments. 
Theſe were the glories of the firſt ages of Chriſ- 
tianity; ſuch were the bright examples of thoſe 
excellent perſons, who were ample witneſſes 
both of the truth and divinity of our holy reli- 
gion —a religion which was founded in the 
blood of its own divine Author, and watered 
with the propitious ſtream of a large and noble 
army of martyrs. God be thanked, we live 
under the care and protection of a Chriſtian go- 
vernment, by which our religion is yet eſtab- 


liſhed, and God worſhipped with decency and 


order. May God in his goodneſs be pleaſed to 
continue theſe bleſſings to us, and may we fo live 
as to deſerve them! However, it will be by 

no 
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no means unfit, nay, it 1s very proper, to re- 
pare for the worſt that may happen. The 
Church, while it is upon earth, is always mili- 
tant, continually bearing the croſs of Chriſt, 
in ſome poſt or other. How ſoon God will 
think fit to pour out the phials of his wrath upon 
us, he only knows. Were we to take an eſti- 
mate of things from our fins and wickedneſs, we 
have great reaſon to believe the word of God's 
vengeance is not far from us. Never did people 
more deſerve a public puniſhment to be inflicted 
on them; never was any nation more ripe for 
judgment. It would not be amiſs, in order to 
try the ſincerity of our hearts, to conceive our= 
ſelves actually in a ſtate of perſecution. Could 
we then glory in the name of Chriſtians? Would 
we profeſs the croſs of a crucified Saviour, pub- 
lickly and manfully, whatever was the con- 
ſequence of it? Would we readily, willingly, 
nay, and cheerfully part with all the riches and 
pleaſures of this world, in proſpect of an happy 
eternity? Could we joyfully follow the great cap- 
tain of our ſalvation, Jeſus Chriſt, who, for the 
joy that was ſet before him, endured the croſs, 
deſpiſing the ſhame, and is ſet down on the 
Vol. II. "FP right 
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right hand of God? And, believe me, I can 
aſſure you, we muſt all of us endure the croſs, 
all the troubles and calamities that ſhall happen 
to us in the conſcientious diſcharge of our duty; 
and deſpiſe the ſhame, all affronts and calumnies 
that weak and wicked men will throw upon 
us. The firſt, I ſay, muſt be endured, and the 
latter muſt be deſpiſed, or elſe there is no com- 
ing for us to the right hand of God. But to 
proceed, and come nearer what may poſſibly 
happen-—Suppoſe ſome pernicious and damnable 
hereſy ſhould be ſpread and propagated among 
us, or ſome unhappy ſchiſm carry all before it, 
and that too countenanced by the higher pow- 
ers; what would you do in this caſe * Would 
you firmly ſtand to your principles? Would you 
inviolably adhere to the true and lawful miniſters 
of God's catholic church? And would you con- 
ſtantly attend upon the holy offices of religion, 
whatever temporal inconveniences it may bring 
along with it? Believe me, theſe are no chime- 
rical notions; this may be our lot, before we 
think of it; and we may have occaſion to prac- 
tiſe this great duty of leaving all and following 
Chriſt, ſooner than we may imagine. However 
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hard and unpleaſing this may ſeem to fleſh and 
blood, it is no more than What is highly reaſon - 
able. What is more agreeable to reaſon, than 
that we ſhould part with the goods of this life, 
rather than thole of eternity? Do but confider 
the glories that (hall be revealed, and then you 
will eafily perce:ve how 1nconfiderable all the 
ſeeming comforts of this world are, if compared 
to thoſe which God has provided for us in a 
better. Is it not richly worth our while to part 
with the vain and unſatisfactory delights of a 
ſhort and momentary lite, to purchate thoſe of 
a laſting and durable one? It was this con- 
fideration that made the great apoſtle, St. Paul, 
ſo willing and ready to ſuffer any thing for the 
ſake of Jctus Chriſt: For be knew and was per- 
ſuaded, as he tells us, that this light affiittion, 
which is but for a moment, worketh out for us a 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. While 
we look not at the things which are ſeen, but the 
things which are not ſeen; for the things which 
are ſeen are temporal, but the things which are 

not ſeen are eternal. I proceed now, in the 
Third place, to conſider the great hindrances 
and impediments that the riches and plcaſures 
F 2 of 
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of this world are to the growth of piety and vir- 
tue. Indeed, it is ſcarce poſſible that a man, 
who ſets his mind upon theſe low, earthly 
things, ſhould reliſh the more ſolid pleaſures of 
eternity. There is nothing more contrary to the 
ſpirit of the Chriſtian religion than an inſatiable, 
covetous temper, that places all its happineſs 
mn riſing up early, and late taking reſt, and eat- 
ing the bread of carefulneſs, to hoard a maſs of 
riches, not for uſe, but to pleaſe the eye. This 
might caſily be made appear from ſeveral rea- 
ſons, and from many places in the holy ſcripture, 
which are ever ſevere in reprehending this vice, 
as the ſource and origin of almoſt all wickedneſs. 
But I have not time now to proſecute this ſub- 
ject; I ſhall only lay before you one celebrated 
inſtance the New Teſtament affords us to this 
purpoſe, and leave it to your own meditation— 
namely, that of the young man mentioned in the 
tenth chapter of St. Mark, who was very im- 
portunate with our Saviour, to know of him 
what he ſhould do to inherit eternal life. The 
anſwer was, Do not commit adultery ; do not kill; 
do not ſteal; do not bear falſe witneſs ; defraud 
not; Honour thy father and thy mother: and St. 
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Matthew adds, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour 
as thyſelf. Our Saviour, doubtleſs, thought he 
was perplexed at this anſwer, and that he would 
have left him: but the young man was not of 
the common rank, and therefore returned this 
great and noble anſwer: All theſe have I kept 
from my youth. A truly brave and generous reply! 
For his part, if theſe were qualifications for 
the kingdom of heaven, ſure he had them every 
one; and that not newly and on a ſudden, but 
ever fince he was capable of them, even from his 
youth up. After this examination and handſome 
performance, how fair did he ſeem to bid for 
the everlaſting prize | After ſuch mighty pro- 
greſs, who would expect a ſhameful retreat? 
Would one think it poſſible that any fin or 
temptation ſhould divert or ſtop a perſon that is 
upon the very brink of joy, within view of the 
heavenly Canaan ; that has actually paſſed the 
ſtraight gate already, and has but one ſtep more 
to ſeize the crown? O miſerable inſtance of 
human frailty! Then comes the Searcher of 
hearts, and {pics out the beloved vice lurking in 
ſecret. One thing, ſays he, thou lackeſt; ſell 
whatſoever thou haſt, and give unto the poor, and 
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then thou fhalt have treaſure in heaven, and come, 


fo1;w me. A very fair and reaſonable propofal ! 


Everlaſting treaſures of heaven are to be ex- 
changed for the worthleſs ones of this world ! 
Where now 1s the wiſdom of the wiſe, or the 
ſtrength of youth? How is it that he does not 
immediately lay hold on everlaſting life, and, 
with a longing arm, graſp to himſclf the eternal 
weight of glory? How is it that, inſtead of that, 
his colour changes, and he is diſarmed at one 
blow ? An horrible dread hath overwhelmed 
him, and the fear of poverty hath undone him. 
Ard thus the mighty youth, whom neither 


fraud nor adultery could conquer, falls a dull 


ſacrifice to the mammon of unrighteouſneſs; 
flvuggithly gives up the cauſe, and goes away 
grieved becauſe he had great poſſeſſions. A 
fondneſs for his eſtate, and a diſtruſt of God's 


prov:dence, was, perhaps, the only fin he in- 


dulzed himſelf in. Thus you ſee the enjoyment 


of worldly poſſeſſions is too apt to hinder the 
performance of our moſt rcligious and Chriſtian 
duties, chokes the good word of God, and ren- 


ders it altogether unprofitable. Let us there- 
fore lay atide the fin and the weight that does 
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ſo eaſily beſet us, that we may be the better 
enabled to receive and retain the ingrafted word, 
which is able to fave our ſouls. 


Now to God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all 
honour and glory, now and for ever. 


a . 


I TIMOTHY, CHAP. I. PART OF VER. 15. 


Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſinners. 


T is the expreſs deſign of the inſtitution of 
the Chriſtian miniſtry, that thoſe who are 
ordained to that holy function, ſhould preach 
and proclaim the wiſdom of God in the great 
myſtery of our redemption ; a myſtery ſo pro- 
found, that the angels themſelves, who ſtand in 
no need of a Redeemer, look into with plea- 
ſure and aſtoniſhment, as it contains the whole 
mind and counſel of God with regard to man, 
and diſplays every attribute of the Divinity in its 
full luſtre and glory.—For what leſs than the 
fame infinite power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, 
which firſt formed man out of the duſt of the 
earth, breathed into his noſtrils the breath of 
lite, 


life, and ſtamped a divine image upon him 
what leſs than the ſame Being could have form- 
ed ſo miraculous a plan, ſich a myſtery of god- 


| lineſs? What leſs could recover man when 


loſt, imprint the glorious image afreſh, waſh 
away his pollutions, quicken and regenerate 
him when dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and tranſ- 


form him into a new creature? Who leſs 


could have found a way for mercy, without 
derogating from the honour, and relaxing the 
rigour of his moſt holy laws, not one of which 
ſhall ever fail? Who leſs could have found a 
way for mercy, without infringing that infinite 
juſtice, which required puniſhment, without 
violating that unerring faith which had de- 
nounced it? Who leſs could contrive a method 
to prove, by a real fact, and exemplify by a par- 
ticular and amazing inſtance of it, that, how- 
ever contradictory they may ſeem, infinite mercy 
is not inconſiſtent with infinite juſtice. In or- 
der more fully to convince mankind of this 
great and important truth, it has pleaſed God 
to appeal to men's ſenſes and experience, as 
well as their reaſon — human eyes have looked 
upon, human hands have handled, this word 
of life—infinite goodneſs itſelf became incar- 
natc. 
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nate. The word was made fleſh, and dwelt 
amongſt us God himſelf was manifeſt in the 
fleſh, and died a Herifice for us, to deſtroy the 
works of the Devil. As Chriſt was perſect 
God as well as perfect man, he diſplayed his 
divinity by his ſufferings, and gave a final and 
uncontroulable evidence of both by his rifing 
again for our juſtification. How odious and 
abominable ſoever our fins have rendered us in 
the ſight of a Being of infinite purity and ho- 
lines, by the merits and mediation of the Son 
of God, the polluted race of mankind, upon 
the performing their part of the goſpel-cove- 
nant, are reinſtated in the favour of God, and 
have acceſs with confidence to the throne of 
grace : Chriſt is our advocate with the Father, 
he is the propitiation for our ſins. This great 
myſtery of godlineſs, which was kept hid in 
dark types and figures from ages and genera- 
tions, and is now fully revealed to us, fo far 
tranſcends all we could cither defire or deſerve, 
that there are ſome who would repreſent it as 
too ſtupendous a mercy to be believed, and neg- 
lect fo great ſalvation, for this very reaſon, be- 
cauſe they have not capacities to comprehend 
its greatneſs: as if a Being of infinite perfec- 
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tion had not the wiſdom to contrive ſuch a plan, 
or the goodneſs to incline him, or the power to 
enable him, to put it into execution, becauſe a 
finite heing cannot explain or unfold all the 
myſteries contained in it. A crucified Redeemer 
was, in the Apoſtles days, to the Jews a ſtum- 
bling block, and to the Gentiles fooliſhneſs. — 
And yet theſe great pretenders to reafon would 
be thought to do God ſervice, and vindicate his 
honour by repreſenting a ſtate of humiliation as 
unworthy of God, by arguing, that there is no 
neceſſity for ſuppoſing the Godhead united to 
the manhood in the perſon of our Redeemer — 
that our Saviour came merely as an ambaſſador, 
a teacher, and example of righteouſneſs, and a 
governor of his Church; thus chooſing rather 
impiouſly to degrade the dignity of the ſufferer, 
than gratefully and humbly acknowledge the 
merit of his ſufferings ; rather to deny the Lord 
that bought them, to trample under foot the 
Son of God, and depreciate the ineſtimable va- 
lue of his blood, than to own rey ſtand in need 
of any ranſom to be paid, any ſalvation to be 
purchaſed, any ſatisfaction to be made for them. 
— As well actual as original fin is with them a 
thing of ſo flight a nature, as to be attended 

with 


SER MON VI. 77 


with no danger of eternal torment hereafter; 
fo trivial a thing as to need no expiation, no ſa- 
crifice; and God, their fond imagination ſug- 
geſts to them, is a Being of too much benevo- 
lence and compaſſion to require any ſatis faction 
to be made for it. —Nay, Socinus, the great 
patron of infidelity, in expreſs terms declares 
that could he find it never fo often in the word 
of God, „that Chriſt made any ſatisfaction, 
yet would he not therefore beheve it.” What 
low and unworthy, as well as impious concep— 
tions have ſuch wretches of the Divinity ! 
How groſsly do they derogate from the glory of 
God the Father, by extolling his mercy as the 
eſſence of his juſtice - Of no other ſacritice, 
of no leſs ranſom would God accept, than the 
voluntary oblation and ſufferings of his own 
Son, who freely offered himſelf up as a victim 
for us. In the great ſcheme of Chriſtianity 
God has revealed enough of himfcit to make 
us wile unto ſalvation ; and in no other ſcheme 
which we can .have any notion of, could he 
have revealed ſo much to us. As ho one know- 
eth the Father but the Son, and no one elle 
could ſo fully reveal him ; in no c:her but in the 
expreſs image of his perſon, could we have ſeen 

God 
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God face to face, and have diſcovered every 
ray of the divinity, every beam of God's glory. 
When fo groſs a darkneſs nad covered the 
nations, that they knew not to what deity to 
pay their incenſe and adoration, to whom could 
they have recourſe for pardon from guilt, and 
protection from danger? Who but the Son of 
God covid have enlightened the world, and 
have given us an underſtanding to know him 
that is true? Had not our Saviour diſpelled 
thoſe miſts of ignorance and error which over- 


ſpread the world, thoſe that diſown the merits 


of his ſacrifice might have offered up the fruit 
of their bodies for the fin of their ſouls, might 
have ſacrificed their ſons and daughters to de- 
vils, nay, perhaps might have ſacrificed them- 
ſelves on the altar of Moloch, or ſome other 
Pagan idol. The miſcrable ſtate of the Gen- 
tile world, even at Athens and Rome, before 
the coming of our Saviour — the cruel and 
bloody rites to appeaſe the wrath of their ima- 
ginary dcities— their conſulting the blind oraclcs 
of demons, the dreadiul appreheniions of being 
haunted with evil genii here, and tormented 
with iniernal furies hereafter —theſe and other 
their ſuperſtitious fears may give us ſome no- 
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tion of that unhappy ignorance, darkneſs, and 
deſpair, the dim light of a forgotten revela- 
tion only muſt have left us in. Suppoſe rea- 
ſon could give us fome ſenſe of our fins, ſome 
ſight of our danger ; yet what relief can that 
alone afford to a wounded conſcience? How 
alienated from God and goodneſs muſt fallen 
man have continued, when his underſtanding 
was darkened, and his conſcience defiled ; 
what diſmal, wild conjectures muſt he have 
formed of an unknown futurity ; what poor 
encouragement muſt he have had to perform 
that little he did blindly Know; ina word, how 
muſt he have been on all fides loſt and bewil- 
dered in mazes of error and perplexity, had 
not God ſent a Redecmer to make expiation 
for his paſt breach of duty, and aſſiſt him in 
his future endeavours to perform it ; to open 
his eyes, turn him from darkneſs to light 
from the power of Satan to God; to guide 
his feet in the way of peace, and give him the 
knowledge of ſalvation ; to contrive for him 
this myſtery of godlincſs! In this is contained 
a full and perfect revelation of the will of 
God; all the hidden treaſures of his infinite 
wiſdom, and all other his perfections; in 

this 
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this infinite juſtice is reconciled with infinite 
mercy ; the offence is puniſhed, and the of- 
fenders pardoned. When no fit ſacrifice was 
to be found among men and angels, his own 
arm brought ſalvation, the Lord of hoſts be- 
came our Redeemer :—he became man, that 
he might be capable of ſuffering for us ; the 
value of which ſufferings was enhanced by his 
divinity. This illuſtrates every attribute of 
the Godhead, and is a convincing proof how 
precious a human ſoul, how dear our blood is 


in his fight, that the whole creation would 


not recompenſe the loſs of it, would be too 
little to be given in exchange for it, ſince it 
ſtood in need of ſuch a Redeemer, whoſe pre- 
cious blood is of more value than millions of 
worlds. — Here God difplayed his omnipo- 
tence, and convinced the world that it was his 
own arm that brought ſalvation, by uſhering 
into the world the great Saviour of it in the 
moſt pompous and folemn manner, by types 
and ceremonial repreſentations, and by a long 


ſeries of prophecies for four thouſand years 
before. With what an awful ſolemnity did 
God proclaim the arrival of the Prince of 
Peace—the Lord of life and glory | By what 

ſurpriſing 
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ſurpriſing means did he raiſe an univerſal ex- 
pectation and longing for him to make him 
(as he foretold) the deſire of all nations. as 
well as the glory of his people Ifracl! The 
ſeveral diſperſions of the Jews throughout all 
parts of the earth—the various changes and 
revolutions of the greateſt empires, and the 
mo{t memor.ble tranſactions in the records 
of time, all jointly concurred to prepare the 
world for his reception — to make all kings 
fall down before him, all nations to do him 
ſervice. The many providential occurrences 
that combined together to pave the way for 
this wonderful event, were ordained by God 
for no other end, but to promote his glory, 
and the benefit of all mankind—to give us 
the moſt exalted ideas of the dignity of our 
 Redeemer—the ineſtimable price of our re- 
demption —and to teach all men to honour 
the Son as well as the Father. -— Lord, wha: 
is man, that thou wijiteſt him, or the ſon of man, 
that thou ſo regardeſt him!-—W hat is man, 
that the Son of thy boſom ould diveſt _ 
himſelf of that glory which he had with 
thee before the world was, and come in the 
form of man, in the likeneſs of a ſervant, to 
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viſit and redeem his people! If the blood of 
bulls and goats could have atoned for fin ; if 
any angel or man could have redeemed a bro- 
ther; if the creation could have furniſhed a 
ſuitable and acceptable ranſom for the ſouls of 
men; yet this all muſt confeſs - that nothing 
could have contributed more to have advanced 
the glory of God, and the good of mankind ; 
nothing could have given us ſo ſtrong aſſur- 
ance of the certainty of our redemption, as 
the excellent greatneſs of the perſon of our 
Lord, what is man, that none of 
the higheſt order of all created beings ſhould 
be thought worthy of the honour of being his 
Saviour ! that they ſhould be only as miniſtering 
ſpirits ſent forth to miniſter to them who ſhall 
be heirs of ſalvation ! Every creature in hea- 
ven and earth owes homage and obedience to 
man's Redeemer : © for when God bringeth 
« his firſt begotten into the world, he ſaith, Let 
all the angels of God worſhip him. When the 
great King of heaven made his entrance on 
his earthly dominions, a multitude of the hea- 
venly hoſt publiſhed the glad tidings of his 
arrival, While he continued on earth, he 


Redeemer. 


could as eaſily have commanded legions of an- 


gels 
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gels to attend him, as he made the fiſhes to 
pay him tribute, the devils to fly at his pre- 
ſence, and all nature to acknowledge him the 
Lord of the univerſe. When he left us, the 
ſun was darkened, in reproach as it wers to 
man's ſtubborn heart; the rocks rent and burſt 
aſunder, the earth trembled, and thoſe that 
were in their graves aroſle—and when he tri- 
umphantly aſcended in our nature into heaven, 
after having vanquiſhed death and its ſting, 
and deſpoiled and bound the prince of dark- 
neſs, being reinſtated between cherubim and 
ſeraphim, and exalted in his human nature far 
above all principalities and powers, he receives 
the homage of the whole choir of the hea- 
venly hoſt, whoſe eternal employment and 
happineſs it is to worſhip the Lamb that ſit- 
teth on the throne, How unbounded then is 
the love of God thus to redeem degenerate 
man! How ought we to abhor thoſe execra- 
ble deeds, the guilt of which the Almighty 
has expiated by ſo many miracles ! And how 
ought we to value thoſe immortal ſouls, which 
have been ranſomed with ſuch a price ; and 
revere that goſpel which came from the mouth 
of God himſelf! For God, who, at ſundry 


G 2 times 
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times and in divers manners, ſpoke to our fa- 
thers by the prophets, hath in theſe laſt days 
condeſcended to ſpeak to us by his Son, by 
whom he made the worlds. The eternal, 
the only begotten Son of the Father, who had 
the fulneſs of the Godhead dwelling in him, 
takes upon him the form of man, that he 
might converſe familiarly with man, as a friend 
and as a brother, to reveal the will of his Fa- 
ther; he deſcends from heaven; to exalt us 
thither, to teach us to do God's will on earth, 
as it is done by the bleſſed angels in heaven. 
He becomes the fon of man, to make us once 
more the ſons of God, the heirs of heaven, 
joint heirs with him of an inheritance eternal. 
As the image of God, in which man was cre- 
ated, conſiſted in the reſemblance he bore to 
the moral perfections of the divine nature; 
and as this impreſſion was defaced by ſin, our 
Saviour aſſumed the human nature, to make 
man again partaker of the divine. As he him- 
ſelf was without ſpot or blemiſh; as he was 
adorned with the beauty of holineſs; as he 
was the brightneſs of his Father's glory; ſo 
he has taught us, both by precept and example, 
to imitate his perfections, to put off the cor- 

ruptions 
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ruptions of the old man, and to clothe our- 
ſelves with the unſpotted charms and heavenly 
graces of the new man, created after the image 
of God in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. Hav- 
ing finiſhed the great work fer which he was 
ſent, he aſcended into heaven to be reinſtated in 
glory—to prepare manſions for us there—to 
intercede with the Father as our great High 
Prieſt: he ſent us his holy Spirit to comfort us 
on earth, to ſtrengthen our faith in his me- 
rits, and to ſupport our obedience to his eaſy 
precepts and mild conditions, to be performed 
as our part of the goſpel covenant. Having 
therefore ſuch a prophet to reveal the will of 
Heaven, ſuch an advocate to plead, ſuch a 
victim to die for us, and ſuch an aid to co- 
operate with us, how ſhall we eſcape if we 
neglect ſo great ſalvation ? Can we plead igno- 
rance of our duty, when we have the Scriptures, 
the truth itſelf, the incarnate word of the Fa- 
ther, to guide us? Or can we deſpair of par- 
don, when we have a Mediator to intercede 
for us with the Father, who is both prieſt and 
victim? With confidence we may now ap- 
ply to the throne of grace, and plead our own 
cauſe at the tribunal of mercy, Chriſt being 

| 5 3 our 
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our Saviour and our God, Chriſt being our 
Judge and our Redeemer.—“ Vouchſafe then, 
blefied Saviour, ſo to diſpoſe all our imagina- 
tions and actions, that they may be acceptable 
to thee. Fill us with thy grace, with thy 
holy peace, and with all virtue; and grant us 
herein to perſevere even unto death, that mak- 
ing a good end of this life, thou mayeſt 
bring us to life eternal in thy celeſtial king- 
dom, where thou liveſt and reigneſt.“ Amen, 
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I THESSALONIANS, CHAP. V. VER. 17, 


Pray without ceaſing. 


WII wonderful fervency and the moſt 

diſtinguiſhing marks of zeal throughout 
the whole ſacred writings, are we invited to 
the religious exerciſe of prayer. In almoſt 
every page we meet with either exhortations 
to engage, or examples to encourage us. St. 
Paul in this, as in moſt of his other epiſtles, 
preſſes the neceſſity of it with great ardour 
and paſſion. In his advice he is eager and 
ſtrenuous; in his reaſons clear and convincing. 
Whatever virtue he recommends, brings with 
it the ſtrongeſt force of argument and perſua- 
ſion : he does not affect the winning arts of 
rhetoric, but ſpeaks as becomes the learned 


Apoſtle of the Gentiles ; and his counſels come 
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directed to us, in the honeſt garb of truth and 
ſimplicity. The more eaſily to engage the 
memory, his inſtructions are generally com- 
priſed in a few proper, well-choſen words: 
and thus, in the words before us, does he ex— 
hort us to the ſincere practice of one of the 
moſt ſolemn duties in the whole ſcheme of 
Chriſtianity. It is indeed ſo important a part 
of thoſe religious ſervices we owe to God, that 
he lay under no neceſſity of enforcing it with 
the feeble efforts of human reaſon. The 
meaneſt capacity muſt acknowledge it to be a 
precept full of equity and prudence ; every 
man's breaſt will honeſtly aſſure him, that this 
is the only way he can apply to for the relief 
of his wants, for the procuring favour and 
bleſſing from above. Pray without ceaſing. 
— Not that we ſhould be ever on our knees, 
and divide our whole time between the church 
and the cloſet. This would make devotion a 
toil, and change the freedom of religion into 
ſlavery. To hide ourſelves from the converſe 
of the world is pride and hypocriſy. Our 
Apoitle had nothing of this in his view. His 
meaning partly is, that we ſhould ever carry 
with us a mind prepared for this great duty, 

free 


SERMON VII. 99 


free from prejudice and paſſion, from the ſpread- 
ing poiſon of ill humours and ill habits; that 
we ſhould entertain a firm belief of God and 
his Providence; an humble acknowledgment 
of our own wants and weakneſſes, and of his 
power and goodneſs to ſupply them. Princi— 
pally, we are directed to put up our petitions 
to heaven in a decent, graceful manner, as of- 
ten as the cares of life will permit. This 1s 
the purport of St. Paul's advice in the text ; 
and if by this rule men would act, there would 
be leſs corruption, leſs confuſion among us.— 
Righteouſneſs would flouriſh like a flower in 
the ſpring ; love and friendſhip would unite, 
and endear the whole creation. Prayer carries 
ſuch native beauty with it, as to any conſider- 
ing man are ſufficient to outweigh all objec- 
tions, and captivates and wins us to itſelf, by 
a ſecret power which 1s only to be felt. But 
yet, after all the methods we can uſe to re- 
commend the excellence of this duty, ſome 
there are who can hardly be led to the practice 
of it they call it an hindrance to their ſecu- 
lar employments, and look upon that time as 
thrown away in the cloſet, which might have 
been more profitably ſpent in the ſeats of com- 

merce. 
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merce. But this objection is founded on a 
different principle; it is not want of time; 
it is not the neceſſary attendance on their 
worldly affairs ;, but their neglect of religious 
worſhip is the effect of a weak head, or a cor- 
rupt heart. But not to upbraid theſe with the 
guilt of ſhameful ingratitude towards God, it 
will, I hope, ſuffice to tell them, that, in the 
midſt of hurry and confuſion, the heart is al- 
ways at leiſure: a petition may be offered to 
heaven, while the hands are employed ; it will 
not put them to the diſtreſs of ſtudy and 
thought ; nor will it claſh with their other 
intereſts and concerns : but it will untwiſt the 
intricacies of buſineſs, and diſpoſe them to 
proſecute their reſpective employments with 
cheerfulneſs and ſatisfaction: they will per- 
ceive their every undertaking to thrive and 
proſper; and wonder from what kind, ſecret 
ipring the tide of happineſs flows. It is na- 
tural for every man, at ſome time or other, to 
retire into himſelf ; to view the ſeveral ſurpriſ- 
ing parts of his compoſition with the utmoſt 
ſteadineſs of attention; to take his whole in- 
tellectual frame to pieces; to examine every 
faculty apart ; and from thence he is led, by 
eaſy 
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eaſy ſteps, to admire the fine contexture and 
the aſtoniſhing beauty of the whole. As long 
as the taper of life burns clear and bright, 
man cannot but be entertained with thoughts 
of himſelf. He will be made ſenſible ot his 
wants and dependencies, ſtrive he never fo 
much to avoid it. The voice of nature is, in 
this caſe, loud and convincing, and ſuflici- 
ently atteſts, that he is a wretched, ſickly be- 
ing, ſhort-lived, and of precarious continu- 
ance; unable to ſubſiſt without the extraordi- 
nary aids of an Almighty hand, and liable to 
the caſualty of a thouſand accidents which 
baffle the ſkill of the moſt ſubtil philoſopher. 
No branch of knowledge is more familiar to 
us, than that of the frailty and inſtability of 
our lives; it is written in the very lineaments 
of our face, and ever floats on the ſurface of 
our thoughts. The inference from hence is, 
that, ſince we are ſo full of wants and imper= 
fections, every moment liable to the mercy of 
a dark event, we ought ever to be looking up 
to that fountain of mercy, that inexhauſtible 
ſource of light, {rom whence comes every good 
and perfect gift; and frequently return a full 
tribute of prayer and praiſe to that Almighty 
Father, 
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Father, who firſt by his power created us, and 
{till by his providence preſerves us. We live 
under the cheriſh:ing influence of his favour ; 
and the beams of his ſun ſhine warmly and 
kindly upon our heads. He gives his -ngels 
charge over us to keep us in all our ways; and 
our God 1s the rock of our refuge. Every mo- 
ment added to our lives is a freſh inſtance of 
his mercy and indulgence ; a mere a& of his 
choice and bounty—an irreſiſtible motive, 
ſurely, to this duty of lifting up holy hands to 
heaven, and frequently ſending up our earneſt 
prayers to the high and lofty One that inha- 
bits eternity. At every breath a man breath- 
eth, ſays the Talmud, be ought to praiſe God 
his Creator. An expreſſion not unworthy the 
records of Chriſtianity ; not unworthy the 
mouth of its great Author : a rule warmly to 
be recommended to our obſervation ; a rule 
never to be neglected by thoſe who have any 
regard for happineſs. Prayer is the natural 
duty of man, as man; and however the intox1- 
cation of health and proſperity may, in ſome 
thoughtleſs minds, drown this religious prin- 
ciple, he acts againſt his nature who does not 
oblige himſelf to practiſe it. That which 

formally 
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formally diſtinguiſhes man from all other ani- 
mals, is not ſo much the mere power of rea- 
ſoning and judgirig, as the capacity of being 
religious. We may trace the footſteps of a 
dark, glimmering reaſon in many other crea- 
tures; but in none but man can we trace 
any ſenſe of a ſupreme Power, any inclination 
towards religion. 'This is his peculiar privilege 
— God endued him with faculties and powers 
to diſpoſe him for devotion; and how can he 
more equitably, more delightfully, employ his 
higheſt powers, than on their higheſt eb ect? 
And if any favours received call for our grate- 
ful acknowledgments, what a reproach to his 
creation muſt he be, who can withhold them 
from the Majeſty of heaven !—Nor are ex- 
amples wanting, to excite us to this beſt ex- 


erciſe of our ſpiritual faculties, the duty of 


prayer, The ſacred oracles of the Old Teſ- 
tament abound with aſtoniſhing inſtances of 
men who 1:0c prayer their perpetual employ- 
ment, and fed continually on this heavenly re- 
paſt; men of ſound roaton, great experience, 
unqueſtionable integrity, and ſolid judgment. 
But turn we our eyes io a brighter fide of au- 
thority, and conſult the venerable annals of 
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the goſpel diſpenſation. There, prayer, like 
an infant ſpring, is all candour and ſweet- 
neſs, all lovely and engaging. There we have 
a finiſhed pattern of piety to follow; no leſs 
than the eternal Redeemer of mankind ; who 
was unblemiſhed in his life, inoffenſive in his 
behaviour, and, to ſay all in a word, who 
went about doing good. The nature of this 
perſon, one would have thought, would 
have kept him from the hard condition of 
want and neceſſity ; at leaſt that he might 
have been ſupplied from himſelf without the 
aſſiſting hand of his indulgent Father. But 
ſee with what earneſtneſs and concern he falls 
on his face, and his tender ſoul melts into tears 
of blood! His agonies came ſtrong and ur- 
gent upon him, and his prayers as loud and as 
frequently as they. In whatever work he was 
engaged, this was his encouragement — this 
was his ſupport ; in the midſt of torments, in 
the horrors of death, this was his conſolation. 
The imitation of this great example will ad- 
miniſter to us the ſame comfort. He that of- 
ten withdraws into his cloſet, conjoins a wor- 
thipping aſſembly, and is exalted higher than 
a monarch on his throne. He looks down 

with 
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with contempt on the vanities of an empty 
world ; for His thoughts, his converſation, are 
in heaven. In ſhort, prayer 1s the very pulſe 
of the ſoul ; it puts us under the protection of 
an Almighty Power ; and, if duly performed, 
will call down his bleſſing. 

To this end I ſhall offer ſome directions. — 
When you put your prayers to God, have a 
proper awe on your minds. Conſider into 
whoſe preſence ye are admitted ; the glorious 
preſence of the Majeſty of the world, whoſe 
power 1s univerſal, whoſe goodneſs is infinite, 
whoſe wiſdom is unfathomable. It is he that 
ſpoke the world into being, the great governor 
of nature: Hell is naked before him, aud de- 
ſtruction hath no lowering ; he bindeth up the 
waters in his thick clouds, and hangeth the 
earth upon nothing; he maketh a decree for 
the rain, and a way for the lightning of the 
thunder ; the pillars of heaven tremble, and are 
aſtoniſhed at his reproof. Lo! theſe are a part 
of his ways; but how little a portion is heard 
of him! The thunder of his power who con 
underſtand? Thus the inſpired author of the 
book of Job, repreſenting to us the greatneſs and 
honour of God, exalts his thoughts, and ele- 
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vates his language, that one would imagine he 
had been the ſpectator of a riſing world. In 
your addreſſes then to this tremendous Power be 
grave, diſpaſſionate, and modeſt ; collect the 
ſcattered forces of your ſouls, and approach on 
your knees with the profoundeſt reſpect and re- 
verence. A becoming modeſt confidence will 
moſt properly introduce you to the ſacred throne 
of heaven. He can little expect to have his 
petitions anſwered, who has not a true ſenſe of 
the glory of that Power to whom they are ad- 
dreſſed. To gravity in your devotions add fer- 
vency. This is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, that 
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prayer is not prayer without it. It is not a 
cold, liſtleſs repetition of ejaculations will ſuf- 
fice ; your ſouls muſt be warm and lively, ac- 
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carry your devotions to heaven, and leave them 
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there at the feet of grace and mercy. The mind 


. 


is too apt to wander and ſtray from its poſt ; in 
this caſe, it ought to be kept ſteady and fixt 
to its point, unallured from that degree of fer- 
vour and affection which the nature of ſo ex- 
alted a ſubje& requires. But how, ſay ſome 
among us, can this attention be preſerved? 
Our thoughts will wander, and our ſpirits, in 


ſpite 
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ſpite of reaſon, grow faint. To the ſincerely- 
ſcrupulous in this point, let it ſuffice to anſwer, 
that it is but the fate to which the moſt de- 
vout are liable. To fortify them againſt this 
flying infection, they muſt unite, as far as is 
poſſible, all their intellectual powers, and che- 
riſh in their minds a due ſenſe of the ſovereignty 
of God. If all their endeavours prove incf- 
fectual, if the flame ſtill continues uneven, and 
will burn fickly and dim, let not all their hopes 
be ſtifled, but their drooping ſpirits comforted 
with this reflection that if they come with an 
earneſt deſire of being found acceptable by God, 
with a breaſt full of humility and adoration, he 
will look favourably upon the ſincerity of our 
intentions, and graciouſly anſwer the requeſt of 
our lips. To fervency in your devotions add 
conſtancy and perſeverance. To be occaſionally 
religious, is to treat our greateſt benefactor with 
that kind civility which ill demonſtrates the 
ſincerity of the heart. The flame of devotion, 
like a ſummer's ſun, ſhould burn clear and 
ſtrong ; not veiling itſelf behind a wintry cloud, 
but ever ſhining in full majeſty and ſplendour. 
Perſeverance in prayer is an antidote againſt fin ; 


and he only that is conſtantly religious, is maſ- 
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ter of his reaſon and virtue. To this perſever- 
ance in your devotions, add conciſeneſs and per- 
ſpicuity. The mind, like the body, cannot al- 
ways be in action. The fervour of your atten- 
tion will fall and flag, if your devotions are 
drawn out to an unreaſonable length. Little 
time and great zeal beſt perform the buſineſs 
of religion. Our excellent liturgy, to the im- 
mortal honour of its compilers, has in this caſe 
amply provided for us. A pious petition waits 
our every exigency. Its ſenſe is conciſe, with- 
out being obſcure ; the gravity of age is tem- 
pered with the ſprightlineſs of youth ; and reli- 
gion appears majeſtic, without oſtentation. With 
prayers thus regulated, when you have com- 
mended yourſelves to the divine Providence, be 
your hearts at reſt. Whatever be the ſucceſs 
of your endeavours, your minds will be cheer- 
ful and calm ; conſcious of having performed 
your duty, ever ready to join in that excellent 
collect of our church“ Almighty God, who 
art always more ready to hear than we to pray, 
and art wont to give more than either we de- 
fire or deſerve; pour down upon us the abun- 
dance of thy mercy ; forgiving us thoſe things, 
whereof our conſcience is afraid ; and giving us 

thoſe 
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thoſe good things, which we are not worthy to 
aſk, but through the merits and mediation of thy 
Son, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; to whom, with 
the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed 
all honour, praiſe, and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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ST. MATTHEW, CHAP. VI. VER. 28, 29, 30. 


Conſider the lilies of the field, how they grow, they toil 
not, neither do they ſpin : 


And yet I ſay unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of theſe. 


Wherefore, if God ſo clothe the graſs of the field, which 
to-day is, and to-morrow is caſt into the oven, ſbal 
be not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith ? 


S our bleſſed Lord, in the goſpel of St. 
John, from the ſenſible and material wa- 

ter of Jacob's well, once took an occaſion to 
diſcourſe to the Samaritan woman of a myſti- 
cal water that ſprung up to everlaſting life; fo 
here in this continuation of his ſermon on the 
mount, from the common and ordinary obſer- 
vations of things in the open fields, he aſſerts 
H 3 and 
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and cſtabliſhes the divine Providence againſt the 
practical doubtings of diffident and anxiouſly- 
careful men. Every thing almoſt they ſaw, 
every common occurrence, was a pregnant ar- 
gument of its ſuperintendency. — Behold the 
fowls of the air, firſt; they ſow not, neither 
do they reap; and yet your heavenly Father 
Jeedeth them Are ye not much better than 
they? And as if this were to be queſtioned, 
he deſcends ſtill lower, and directs their thoughts 
to the vegetable part of the creation, in the 
words of the text : what hand adorned theſe 
glories of the ſpring ? or who gave them that 
beauteous colour ? Solomon, whoſe peaceful 
reign, and the great improvements in the art of 
navigation under it, qualified him to make the 
moſt magnificent appearance of any that filled 
the throne of Iſrael, was not yet, in all his 
glory, in all his pomp and majeſty, arrayed like 
one of theſe. His robes of ſtate might have 
been embroidered with the figures of theſe 
flowers, a draught and imitation of what the 
hand of nature had more exquiſitely done ; and 
yet theſe (to heighten and improve the argu- 
ment) are ſtill but zhe lilies of the field, com- 
mon lilies, under no care, but that general one 
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of Providence, not cultivated by the diligence 
and ſkill of a gardener, but ſuch as ſowed and 
planted themſelves, grew and increaſed under 
the common and ordinary influence of heaven. 
If then God takes care of theſe mean and fad- 
ing things, is it not a great argument of diſ- 
truſt in man to think that he alone, a creature 
of an immortal ſpirit, is denied the benefit of 
the divine ſuperintendance, that he comes into 
the world at all adventures, and lives, and makes 
his way through it by chance and fortune ? 
Wherefore i, God ſo clothe the graſs of the field, 
which to-day is, and to-morrow ts caſt into the 
oven, ſhall he not much more chthe you, O ye of 
little faith ? 

Theſe words are a caution againſt ſolicitude 
and anxiety about worldly proviſions ; and the 
force of the argument is taken from God's pro- 
vidence over all, even the meaneſt of his crea- 
tures, TI ſhall therefore conſider, 

Firſt, the providence of God in general. 

Secondly, what that taking thought here 
mentioned is, how far it extends, and why it 
is to be avoided. 

Laſtly, T ſhall ſhew that the providence of 
God over man in particular ought to be a qui- 
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eting conſideration againſt all diſtruſtful ſolici- 
tude, or taking thought. | 

Firſt, then, of the Providence of God in 
general. | 

By which we are to underſtand that conti- 
nual and almighty government of God, by which 
he takes care of the ſeveral parts of the crea- 
tion, in a method agreeable to his own wiſdom, 
and uſually to their reſpective natures, for their 
good, and the glory of his own name. For when 
we conſider how the ſeveral parts of the uni- 
verſe are carried on uniformly and regularly for 
ends themſelves cannot, moſt of them, be ſen- 
{ible of, we cannot doubt but they move under 
ſome conduct and direction, though they nei- 
ther do, nor can perceive the influence of it 
themſclves. Thus far ſober, undebauched rea- 
ſon 1s able to advance of itſelf : but there is one 
thing it cannot ſo eaſily get over—the undiſ- 


tinguiſhed events in this world: things happen 


alike to all here ; nor has religion or virtue any 
advantage above impiety and profaneneſs : re- 
wards and puniſhments, the good and bad 
things of this world, ſeem to be diſtributed by 
the undiſcerning hands of blind chance; all 
we perceive looks much like confuſion ; and 


reaſon, 
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reaſon, which the wiſe man ſtyles the candle of 
the Lord, can ſcarcely afford light enough to 
carry us through this dark chaos.— But we, 
whom the day-fpring from on high hath viſited, 
can ſatisfactorily anſwer all thoſe objections 
which to the heathens ſeemed inſuperable. The 
_ conſtant daily obſcrvation of things in the na- 
tural world, was enough to conſute the opinion 
of chance and fortune even to an heathen un- 
derſtanding. For who can imagine perpetual 
and conſtant regularity to be the reſult of blind 
chance? Creatures endued with reaſon and 
freedom of choice, may change their ways of 
acting as they ſhall judge it moſt expedient for 
the ends they purpoſe : but does the itone de- 
bate how it ſhall move, or the tender plant take 
counſel how to grow? Do the ſtars deliberate 
how to run their courſes—day and night, ſum+ 
mer and winter, how they ſhall take their re- 
volutions? Yet theſe heavenly bodies never 
ſtart from their proper orbs ; or are the ſeaſons 
of the year remarkably interrupted, but by the 
ſpecial diſpenſation of him by whom they arc 
conducted. And as for the ſeeming incquali- 
ties in the moral or civil world (if I may ſo call 
it), they may be fairly accounted for by us, who 
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believe and know that there will be another 
ſtate after this, wherein all of them ſhall be 
adjuſted to very great ſatisfaction. The holy 
Scriptures of both Teſtaments give us repeated 
comfortable aſſurance of the preſiding Provi- 
dence over all things, in the two great parti- 
culars of it; namely, firſt, in the preſerving 
all things in their natures and powers which he 
implanted in them at their creation, ſo long as 
is agreeable to his wiſdom ; and, ſecondly, in 


the government of them, whereby he manages 


them to his own glory and the good of man- 
kind. Thus the Levites, in the book of Ne- 
hemiah, acknowledge this inſtance of God's 
Providence: Thou, even thou, art Lord alone; 
thou haſt made heaven, the heaven of heavens, 
with all their hoſt ; the earth, and all things 
therein ; the ſeas, and all that is therein; and 
thou preſerveſt them. So the royal Pſalmiſt— 
He grveth ſodder to the cattle, and feedeth the 
young ravens that call upon him. To the ſame 
purpoſe St. Paul, diſcourſing to the men of 
Athens, ſays, In him ve live, and move, and 
have our being. And elſewhere in our Evan- 
geliſt Mot a ſparrow, two of which are ſold for 
a farthing, falls to the ground without your Fa- 
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ther's knowledge. —Nay, account is kept of thoſe 
that cannot in a ſtrict ſenſe be called parts of 
us, for the very hairs of your head are num- 
bered. 

Secondly, The other great inſtance of Provi- 
dence lies in God's government of the things 
he preſerves : if it were inconſiſtent with the 
happineſs of God to intermeddle with the af- 
fairs of this lower world, to leave them at ran- 
dom, would be utterly ſo with his juſtice, The 
38th and 39th chapters of the book of Job are 
full of exalted thoughts to this purpoſe, where 
God puzzles the holy man with queſtions about 
this part of his providence: Haſt thou command- 
ed the morning ſince thy days, and cauſed the 
day-fpring to know his place? Canſt thou bind 
the ſweet influences of Pleiades, or looſe the 
bands of Orion? Canſt thou bring forth Maz- 
zaroth in his ſeaſon ? or canſt thou guide Arctu- 
rus with his ſons? He hath given theſe hea- 
venly bodies a lau which cannot be broken ; it 
then they are under a law, they muſt certainly 
be under government. After all theſe plain teſ- 
timonies of Scripture, the ſuperintendency of 
Providence cannot be doubted: but will it hence 
follow, that we ought to take no thought ? 
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Can the providence of God be ſuppoſed to be 
an argument for careleſs indolence, and thought- 
leſs inactivity? To expect that God ſhould 
prevent by miracle the effects of our folly and 
careleſſneſs, is rather tempting God, than truſt- 
ing in him, in the ſenſe the Scriptures mean, 
when they enjoin it as a duty. Therefore, in 
the ſecond place, let us conſider what taking 
thought is, how far it extends, and why it is 
to be avoided. There are two ways of taking 
thought ; the one highly to be commended, the 
other as much to be blamed. The one may 
be called diligence, the other anxiety or ſolicitude: 
the one moderate, and prudently proportioned 
to the object about which it is concerned; the 
other impertinent, exceflive, and anticipated. 
Impertinent, as when men are ſolicitous about 
what does not relate to them, upon any diſ- 
appointment become diffident, anxious, and 
heartleſs. Anticipated, when they antedate their 
miſery, by concerning themſelves for events at 
a diſtance, ſuch as they can neither foreſee, nor 
prevent, only known to the all-ſceing eye of 
God. It is againſt this ſecond kind of taking 
thought, which we above called exceſſive, the 
caution of our bleſſed Lord is directed; for the 
things 
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things there mentioned (as food and raiment) 
are ſuch, about which our thoughts and care 
are neither impertinent, as they immediately 
concern us; nor anticipated, as they do not re- 
late to us hereafter, but concern us every day. 
All then that is thereby forbid, is, ſuch an 
over-thoughtfulneſs about theſe even neceſſary 
things, that we ſhould think ourſelves aban- 
doned and out of the care of Providence, if we 
have them not juſt at the time when, and in the 
way how, we deſire them. Without doubt, 
diligence and an honeſt endeavour to advance 
our fortunes come not within this reproof of 
our Saviour; inaſmuch as induſtry and applica- 
tion are required of all of us in the reſpective 
ſtations Providence has allotted us: but this 
may be very far from anxiety, and that deſpon- 
dency of thought here ſo juſtly condemned 
a temper this, utterly inconſiſtent with the 
duties of religion: Je cannot ſerve God and 
Mammon. A mind thus engaged has little or 
no leiſure for the ſervice of God ; and it is very 
probable, that if God did not in mercy ſome- 
times blaſt its expectations, it would even for- 
get the very object of its worſhip. The hea- 
thens, who acknowledge no providence, whoſe 
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notions extend no farther than the narrow li- 
mits of this world, may confine their purſuits 
to the things of it: but we who are bleſt with 


a ſuperior light have the ſatisfaction to be in- 
formed, that our heavenly Father knoweth our 
neceſſities; a Father, from whom all things pro- 
cced, and who cannot be ſuppoſed to want that 


natural affection ſo conſpicuous in every animate, 


ſenſible creature : he is our Father by a more 
ſpecial providence ; being not only generated, 
but regenerated by him. He is ſtyled our Hea- 
venly Father, importing to us his two great and 
comfortable attributes—his omnniſcience, as he 
knows our wants, and his omnipotence, as he 
has power to ſupply them. 

I come now to the third and laſt general 
head, which is to ſhew, that the providence of 
God over man in particular ought to be a 
quieting conſideration againſt this diſtruſtful ſo- 
licitude or taking thought, implied in theſe laſt 
words---Shall he not much more clothe you, O 


ye of little faith? It cannot be doubted, but 


that Providence adminiſtering all things in the 
greateſt order, and with the higheſt wiſdom, 
does proportion its care to the dignity and value 
of the creatures, ſo that by how much more 

excellent 
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excellent and deſigned for greater ends any being 
is, ſo much more watchful and intent is the eye 
of the Lord over it. Wherefore ſince all things 
were made for the uſe of man (as the ſcriptures 
inform us), it cannot be ſuppoſed but he has, 
above all other beings, the greateſt intereſt in 
Providence. We do not flatter ourſelves, when 
we believe all things to have been thus made for 
our uſe; and it ought to raiſe in us a juſt regard 
for the excellence of our nature, and the greateſt 
gratitude to him who has thus dignified it. If 
the angels, thoſe glorious inhabitants of heaven, 
are appointed to miniſter to thoſe who Hall be 
heirs of ſalvation, what wonder is it that the 
heavens, and the great and leſſer luminaries of 
them, are ſervants of men ? God's government of 
the world is the moſt quicting reflection that 
man can poſſibly make againſt fear and anxiety; 
God, that ſuperintends the actions, counſels, 
wills, and paſſions of men, will, by altering the 
outward circumſtances of things, oftentimes blaſt 
the deſigns of the wicked; and though, in the 
method of his preſerving providence, he ſhould 
ſuffer the ungodly to proſper and riſe up againſt 
the righteous, by his governing, providence he 
will 


4 
4 
4 13 
» 5 
mn 
by * 
4 
o : 15 
. 7 
c of 
A N 1 
— 
1 , 
4 7 
. 
* * N 
oy 


* 24 ew 


' —2 5 & : * FE 
ä — 


= . Soon — — 


_ — _ 
_ — bn ” * _— 
— 3 — = # E® . 
= - —— * A < * — — 
=== - = . 
- _ 7 * 
. _ 


— 


- - 
- * my 
— — — - 

— 2 - — 


* 
wh 


* 
n 


2 — 
1 


TSS © D— *——_— — — 
a. © © 
— — 7 


2 


3 


3 


- —— 4 
2 


awd Met - 
— 5 5 


8 
3 2 "4+ 
r 


— — * * — 
— — — —— * 
— Dons — a. cent 8 * 
: 2 — — 
, * — 1 
* 
* . . 


112 SERMON VIII. 


will at laſt bring good out of evil, and turn 
theſe ſufferings to the advantage of the ſufferer. 
An encouragement this, to acquieſce under all 
the diſpenſations of Providence, though he ſhould 
ſuffer us for a ſeaſon to fall under the actual 
want of thoſe neceſſaries mentioned in the text, 
which our Lord forbids us to be anxious and 
folicitous after. Let us confide in his protection 
who governs all the caſual events in the world, 
and without whote permiſſion even chance it- 
ſelf canrtot hurt us. Theſe conſiderations ſhould 
teach us to depend upon God in all conditions 
to ſubmit patiently to his will under all af- 
fliftions—to pray to him for his protection in 
all dangers, for the ſupply of all our wants and 
neceſſities to magnify and adore him for all 
the bleſſings we enjoy, for the happy ſucceſs 
of our honeſt endeavours in the affairs of pri- 
vate life; and for all thoſe that any way affect 
us in our relative and political capacities, as we 
are members of the church, and ſubje&s of 
the ſtate—for all the ſignal mercies God has 
vouchſafed us in both—for the preſervation of 
our religion, laws, liberties, and government, 
over which it is our indiſpenſable duty to beg 
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the continuance of his watchful providence, and 
which, conſidering the many attempts and de- 
ſigns againſt both, are the moſt aſſuring and 
convincing argument of the government of 
Providence, and that there is a God that Judge 
eth the earth. Amen. 
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ST. LUKE, CHAP. XXIV. VER. 25. 


O fools, and flow of heart, to believe all that the pro- 
phets have ſpoken, 


HESE are the firſt words of our bleſſed 
Saviour to two of his diſciples, as they 

were travelling to Emmaus. The ſubject of 
his diſcourſe was the great myſtery of his reſur- 
rection; an event ſo wonderful and ſtrange, that 
his very diſciples, though they ſaw and felt him 
that he was alive, and that it was no other than 
himſelf, their crucified Maſter, yet could not 
believe it for joy; ſuch a ſurpriſe quite choked 
their faith, and ſuſpended their belief. Theſe 
two diſciples were not yet convinced of the 
truth of this: they had heard the relation which 
the holy women had brought from the ſepul- 
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chre; but their words ſeemed to them as idle 
tales: and that they were not too credulous or 
eaſy in believing things on bare report, is a pe- 
culiar happineſs to all ages of Chriſtianity; this 
having given great confirmation to our faith, 
and a ſtrong aſſurance of the truth of his reſur- 
rection. Having ſeen, as they thought, the laſt 
end of their Maſter having ſeen him breathe 
out his righteous ſoul; and, judging him to be 
ever loſt as to them, they were retiring privately 
to Emmaus for ſafety: but in their way they could 
not but think and talk of thoſe great things 
which they had ſeen in him; though not only 
their eyes, but their heart was holden, ſo that 
they could not ſee nor underſtand what Moſes 
and the prophets had foretold; no, nor what 
our Saviour himſelf had declared to them 
juſt before his paſſion—that he was to ſuffer, 
but after three days to riſe again. But whilſt they 
thus travelled, communing together, he whom 
they muſed upon in their hearts joined himſelf 
their companion. Here then we may obſerve 
how this divine interpreter, who accompanied 
theſe two diſciples, opened their underſtandings, 
cleared their doubts, and cured their infidelity. 
The ſubject of his diſcourſe was, that Chriſt 
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ought to ſuffer, and then enter into glory. Let us 
go with them, and hear him beginning at Moſes 
and all the prophets ; proving this truth by all 
their types and prophecies; clearing all the dark 
paſſages of the prophets, which refer either to 
the death or reſurrection of the Son of God; all 
of them have ſomething to this purpoſe—he is 
the ſubject of the law and the prophets, all their 
predictions pointing at ſome eminent tranſaction 
of his life, and like ſo many lines meet in 
him their centre. A diligent peruſal, examina- 
tion and compariſon of theſe things (which it is 
our duty carefully to make) will eaſily point out 
their correſpondence and connection. Theſe 
points then were the matter of our Saviour's 
diſcourſe to theſe two diſciples: but the manner 
of his converſe with them was as truly wonder- 
ful -a glorified Lord doth ſtill commune with 
human fleſh! He, whoſe body was now en- 
dued with ſuch qualities as rendered it a fit 
inhabitant of the higheſt heavens, of the pre- 
ſence of God, doth vouchſafe to travel with two 
doubtful and affrighted diſciples; reproaching 
their incredulity, taking pains to improve their 
knowledge and increaſe their faith! He was 
found of them that ſought him not - they de- 

I 2 ſpaired 


ie deen oN Ix. 


ſpaired of ever ſeeing him any more. We truſted, 
ſay they, that it had been he which ſhould 
have done great things: but now, it ſeems, 
their hopes were vaniſhed ; yet he was willing 
that they, who had accompanied him in his 
afflictions, ſhould now be comforted with his 
glory ; and, however their faith was ſtaggered, 
and their hopes fruſtrated, by his paſſion, he 
was willing to re-eſtabliſh them with the joy- 
ful news of his reſurrection. Here we may ob- 
ſerve the method he took to cure their ſorrow, 
and remove their infidelity He did it by the 
power of his word, and by opening to them the 
- ſeriptures : they have a power of turning the 
bitter waters of Marah into ſweetneſs; and 
what we look upon as a loſs, they turn to our 
gain. The diſciples had loſt their Maſter 76 
them he ſeemed to die, and his end was without 
honour: but the ſcriptures could have told them 
that this was but a ſtep to his exaltation—they 
afford a proper remedy for all Finds of ſorrow ; 
they have power to give eaſe, and virtuc to give 
refreſhment, to the afflicted, ſtrength to the feeble 
faith, ſupport to the weak heart, joy and relief 
to the poor in ſpirit, and cdmfort to all them 
that are brought low through any plague or 
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trouble. Such was the method our Saviour took 
to cheer and warm the hearts of his ſorrowful 
and deſpairing diſciples. Nothing was more 
ſea ſonable to their preſent afflicted condition than 
a ſermon upon the word of God: to have his re- 
vealed will opened to them, and the harmony 
between the Old and New Teſtament clearly 
explained, not only enlightened their minds, but 
made their hearts burn within them. This 1 
made the croſs of Chriſt, which was then their | 
{ſcandal and offence—the preſent occaſion of 
their flight and confuſion—to be their only joy 
and cauſe of rejoicing. It was a command under 
the law, Thou ſhalt teach thy children the com- 
mandments ; thou ſhalt talk of them when thou 
fitteſt in thine houſe, when thou heſt down, when 
thou riſeſt up, and when thou walkeſt by the way. 
With ſuch kind of pious exerciſe were the diſ- 
ciples paſſing the way to Emmaus, when they 
were ſo well rewarded with the company and 
converſation of their Lord and Maſter. Though 
their faith was weak, yet they communed toge- 
ther of thoſe great and good things which they 
had obſerved in him: when he himſelf drew 
near, not to interrupt them in their pious diſ- 
courſe, he concealed his glory; and, to encou- 
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rage their divine converſation, joined himſelf 
their fellow traveller. But, in theſe days, good 
men are forced to be muſing, like David, but 
durſt not, like him, let the fire kindle, and ſpeak 
freely with their tongues they muſt bear to 
hear vain, infignificant diſcourſe with patience 
and pity at the folly of mankind, and with no 
little pain and uneaſineſs to themſelves. But, 
in the laſt place, we obſerve and wonder at fo 
much infidelity in theſe two diſciples ; their 
ſlowneſs of heart to believe not only what the 
prophets had ſaid, but what our Saviour him- 
ſelf had told them juſt before his paſſion. They 
here confeſs that he was a prophet, mighty in 
word and deed; and they truſted that it had 
been he who ſhould have redeemed Iſrael. But 
if he was ſuch a mighty prophet, why did they 
as yet doubt? It was his death that blaſted 
their hopes, and ſtaggered their faith; even 
though he had told them that it was expedient 
for them that he ſhould go away : but why 
ſhould his ſuffering drive them to ſo much diſ- 
truſt and deſpair? The unhappy malefactor 
could then ſee more than they could—he there 
found what they loſt; they loſt their faith when 
they ſaw their Maſter faſtened to the croſs ; and 


yet 


SERMON IX. 121 


yet he that was crucified with him could cry 
out with faith, Lord, remember me when thou 
comeſt into thy kingdom. And not only he, but 
ſome of thoſe that put our Lord to death were 
the firſt that partook of the merits of his blood; 
namely, thoſe that ſmote their breaſts and re- 
turned, and the centurion, that could imme- 
diately cry out, Truly this was the Son of God. 
Their blindneſs might ariſe from one of theſe 
cauſes—that as they were not ſufficiently en- 
lightened with the holy Spirit of God, ſo they 
judged but with man's judgment—they were 
too fleſhly minded to conceive hopes from one 
who was dead, or to expect redemption and life 
from him who did not fave his own: He ſaved 
others, let him ſave himſelf ! was the cry of the 
Jews. The Jews had likewiſe corrupted them 
with falſe notions about the nature of his king- 
dom. It had been told them, no doubt, with 
what pomp and majeſty the Meſſiah was to 
make his appearance on earth ; they had read, 
that he ſhould fit on the throne of David ts 
father, and of his kingdom there ſhould be 19 
end—that God would give them the Heathen for 
bis inheritance, and the utmoſt parts of the 
earth for his poſſeſſion, They expected theſe 
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glorious things ſhould come to pals in his life- 
time, and this gave them ſuch diſtruſt in his 
death: whereas theſe things were to be accom- 
pliſhed in their ſeaſon—he was firſt to ſuffer, 
and then to enter into glory. Their ignorance 
then and infidelity, both as to the nature and 
time of that redemption he was to work, occa- 
ſioned this ſharp and cutting term of reproach 
and upbraiding in the words of the text 
fools, and flow of Heart, to believe all that the 
prophets have ſpoken ! But now, that he might 
ſet them beyond all doubt in a matter of ſuch 
importance, he took the veil off himſelf, re- 
moved the obſtructions from their eyes, and 
ſhewed them that it was he, no other than their 
crucified Lord, that talked with them. The 
ſign whereby he manifeſted himſelf was, his 
breaking bread in his uſual way, his manner of 
bleſſing it, which no doubt was ſingular and 
extraordinary. There needed no conviction after 
this of ſeeing him alive; and, therefore, no 
wonder that he then vaniſhed, or conveyed 
himſelf ſecretly out of their fight. But it is 
worthy obſervation, as we go along, that Jeſus 
appeared on this day, our Chriſtian Sabbath, 
five times; firſt, to Mary Magdalene; ſecondly, 
to 
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to the other woman; thirdly, to the two diſ- 
ciples; fourthly, to St. Peter; fifthly, to the 
Apoſtles gathered together, and others with 
them: from henceforth for the ſpace of forty 
days he often appeared to his diſciples, and 
manifeſted himſelf by many infallible proofs. 
Such reaſon have we to be thankful to him for 
providing ſo carefully to give us a clear and 
ſtrong aſſurance of this great article of our faith; 
and, what is moſt wonderful, he hath made 
the hatred of the Phariſces, and the doubtful- 
neſs of the diſciples, ſerve to give a more valid 
and certain proof of the truth of his reſurrection. 
They, knowing and being advertiſed of the 
mighty conſequence of his reſurrection, took all 
poſſible care to fruſtrate it, that they might 
ſtifle his doctrine, and blot out his name for 
ever. They uſed the utmoſt care and caution 
in this matter ſealing the ſtone and ſetting a 
watch, reſolving to be maſters of his body till 
the time foretold ſhould be lapſed and gone. 
Nothing could eſcape ſuch diligence, nothing 
could baffle ſuch power and malice, but an 
almighty hand ; and the account they give us, 
of the body being taken away, is, even for com- 
mon ſenſe, too groſs a deluſion: and this doubt- 
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fulneſs of the Apoſtles is no mean confirmation 
of the truth of his reſurrection. They were not 
eaſy, or apt to believe the relation from others, 
till they had ſcen and handled the very marks of 
his crucifixion : but now, bleſſed are they that 
have not ſeen, and yet have believed. We are 
not worthy that the Son of God ſhould com- 
mune with us viſibly, as he did with theſe two 
diſciples ; the ordinary method of grace now is, 
that faith ſhould come by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God. Let the Scriptures be ex- 
amined with care and conſcience, a mind well 
diſpoſed, and a clofe application : we ſhall find 
from the Old Teſtament that it was propheſied 
that the Meſſiah was to riſe from the dead; 
from the New, that Jeſus, whom we believe to 
be the true Meſſiah, did ſo riſe, as was pro- 
miſed and foretold. After ſuch clear and un- 
queſtionable conviction, what hinders but that 
we ſhould cry out with the doubtful Apoſtle, 
My Lord and my God! But we muſt not only 
believe it, but love him for it love the captain 
of our ſalvation for this his extenſive goodneſs 
in conquering death, and him that had the 
power of death, making life and immortality 
ſpring forth upon us. We have now a good 
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hope that we ſhall not always ſleep in duſt, but 
one day be raiſed to incorruption. This is our 
Chriſtian hope and joy, that he will one day 
form and faſhion our bodies after the image of 
his own that we know Zhat our Redeemer [iy- 
eth, and though worms deſtroy both our ſhin and 
body, yet in our fleſh ſhall we ſee God. This hope 
then have we, as an anchor of the ſoul, againſt 
all evil—againſt ſickneſs and death itſelf, that 
we one day hope to ſee the goodneſs of the Lord 
in the land of the living. There is a ſpiritual 
reſurrection of the ſoul in this life: we muſt die 
unto fin, and live unto righteouſneſs ; not ſleep 
on in darkneſs, but awake from the ſlumbers of 
a ſpiritual death. We muſt endeavour in this 
preſent life, by forming a new and entire change 
within us, to reſemble his reſurrection — As 
Chriſt roſe from the dead by the glory of God the 
Father, even ſo alſo ſhould we walk in newneſs of 
life. Chriſt, by his reſurrection, has given us 
the gift of immortality—a full aſſurance, that 
as in Adam all die, even ſ in him ſhall all be 
made alive. This reaſon then have we, theſe 
motives engage us to keep ourſclves unſpotted 
from the world; to fit ourſelves for thoſe ſpiri- 
tual enjoyments, and to prepare ourſelves for 
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thoſe manſions of glory. Awake thou that ſleep- 
eſt, and ari,e from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give 
thee life ; for he hath obtained redemption for 
us—an inheritance incorruptible in the heavens. 
Be our affections thither raiſed, ſeeking thoſe 
things that are above, that when Chriſt, who is 
our life, ſhall appear, we may alſo appear with 
him in glory. Amen. 
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LAMENTATIONS, CHAP. I. VER. 12. 


Is it nothing to you, all ye that paſs by ? Bebold, and ſee, 
is there any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow, which is done 
unto me, wherewith the Lord hath affiifted me in the 
day of his fierce anger? 


HE mournful prophet introduces Jeruſa- 

lem thus pathetically complaining of the 
miſery of her condition. S that was full of 
people, was now become ſolitary ; ſhe that was 
great among the nations, and princeſs among the 
provinces, was now become tributary. The Lord 
had covered the daughter of Zion with a cloud 
in his anger, and caſt down from heaven to earth 
the beauty of Iſrael ; had fwallowed up all the 
habitations of Jacob, and thrown down in his 
wrath the ſtrong holds of the daughter of Judah. 
Theſe, 
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Theſe, and the particulars that follow, contain 
in them a melancholy deſcription of the calami- 
ties of the holy city; and we may ſuppoſe Jeru- 
ſalem to be ſpeaking theſe words out of her very 
grave and ruins; and that this text was in the 
nature of an epitaph to the deſolated city - an 
inſcription on the grave of this once the city of 
the living God. Is it nothing to you, all ye 
that paſs by ? Behold, and ſee, is there any ſor- 
row like unto my ſorrow, which 1s done unto me, 
wherewith the Lord has afflicted me in the day of 
Bis fierce anger? 

Theſe words do, in their literal meaning, re- 
late to the fate of Jeruſalem; but we may be 
juſtified in extending their ſenſe ſo as to adapt 
and apply them to the ſufferings of our bleſſed 
Redeemer, of which they give us a very lively 
imageandrepreſentation. Our Lord was truly, and 
in the moſt eminent meaſure, à man of ſorrows, 
and acquainted with grief; and never was any 
like to his wherewith the Lord affiifted him 
in the day of his fierce anger anger not at 
him, but at ſinful men, forw hom he volun- 
tarily undertook this vicarious puniſhment. The 
carnally-minded Jews expected a Meſſiah far 
Giiterent from the meek, the humble Jeſus. 
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They entertained no other ideas than of pomp 
and grandeur, victory and triumph, when this 
promiſed Shiloh ſhould come; and this opinion 
had, in ſome meaſure, infected the very diſciples 
of Chriſt. But the prophets had foretold other 
things; Iſaiah repreſents him as one that was to 
be oppreſſed and ayiicted, wounded and bi uijed, 
brought to the ſlaughter, and cut off from the 
land of the living. The ancient Jews owned, 
what is very apparent, the Meſſiah to be the 
ſubject of this fifty-third chapter. The prophet 
Zachariah forctels every circumitance, men— 
tioned in the hiſtory of the evangeliſts, concern= 
ing the ſufferings of. the bleſſed Jeſus ; which 
leaves no room for doubt, but that he was 
the very perſon foretold by theſe prophecies, 
and that the Jews might have known otherwiſe, 
had Ve veil been off their hearts. | 

Is it nothing to you, all ye that paſs by? How 
critically ſuited is this to the obloquies and deri- 
ſion of thoſe who paſſed by mount Calvary, that 
hill of death, when the immaculate Jcſus was 
faſtened to the croſs! That diſmal tragedy was 
ſo far from being any concern, that it was ra- 
ther matter of raillery and recreation to them. 
They that paſſed by, ſays St. Matthew, railed 
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on him, wagging their heads, and ſaying, Ab, 
thou that deſtroyeſt the temple, and buildeft it in 
three days, ſave thyſelf, and come down rom the 
croſs. Behold, and fee, could ever any ſorrow 
be like to this ſorrow of the ſon of God upon 
the croſs, when his heavenly Father was pleaſed 
to lay on him the iniguity of us all? 

My purpoſe is to ſet before you, 

Fir/!, the ſufferings of the bleſſed Jeſus, dur- 
ing the ſtate of his humiliation upon earth, and 
the final period of them, his crucifixion. 

Secondly, to conſider the end, deſign, and 
efficacy of theſe his ſufferings. 

Thirdly, what influence the conſideration of 
theſe ſufferings of Chriſt ought to have upon 
every Chriſtian. 

Firſt, then, I am to ſet before you the ſuf- 
ferings of the bleſſed Jeſus during the ſtate of 
his humiliation upon earth, and the final period 
of them, his crucifixion. Man had long groaned 
under the weight of fin, the conſequence of his 
revolt from God, when God himſelf came down 
from heaven to redeem him. He took fleſh of 
the virgin Mary; of her he vouchſafed to be 
born—to be wrapt in ſwaddling clothes, and laid 
in a manger—to be circumciſed —to be mani- 
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feſted to, and adored by, the wiſe men to be 

preſented in the temple to be carried into 
Egypt to return into his own country to be 
ſubject to his parents to be baptiſed of John 
to faſt forty days to be tempted of the Devil 
to be wearied with journeys to be worn out 
with hunger, thirſt, and watchings—to weep 
for compaſſion to be deſpiſed, rejected and 
abuſed by the Jews. His paſſion approaching, 
he vouchſafed to be heavy and exceeding ſorrow- 
ful; to pray not only with bended knees, but 
thrice to fall on his face, to be in a bitter agony, 
and to ſweat drops of blood— to be betrayed by 
Judas with a deceitful kiſs— to be apprehended 
by the Jews, and bound as a malefactor to be 
led bound to the high prieſt, brought before 
the Sanhedrim ; and there to be falſely accuſed 
and condemned - to be blaſphemed, ſmitten, 
and buffetted to be ſet at nought by Herod — 
to be condemned by Pilate, and delivered up to 
the ſoldiers to be crucified. 

Here pauſe, and ſpend a few ſorrowful thoughts 
upon theſe preparatory ſufferings of our imma- 
culate Redeemer. Is this nothing to you, that you 
ſhould paſs it by? Behold, and fee, was there 
ever any ſorrow like to his ſorrow Some of theſe 
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particulars, though they might not be ſaid to be 
matters of miſery, yet every one of them, con- 
ſidering the dignity of our Lord's perſon, was 
an inſtance of his humiliation, and far the greateſt 
part of them were afflictive in an extraordinary 
manner. For the Father of eternity to be born 
in time, and the Ancient of days to become an 
helpleſs infant—for him that was eſſentially 
clothed with majeſty and honour to be vilified and 
derided by the creatures himſelf had made, and 
thofe finners that he came on purpoſe to ſave 
for the Lord of the whole creation not to have 
where t9 lay his head to ſubmit to the greateſt 
hardihips and vileſt indignities from the hands 
of a ditorderly multitude, whom he could for 
ever have diſperſed by the heavenly hoſt, yea, 
even by the word of his own mouth — Is all 
this nothing to you, ye that can fo lightly paſs it 
by ? The truly pious Chriſtian, meditating on 
this, cannot fail to with at leaſt with our mourn- 
ful prophet —— Oh, that mine head were waters, 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might 


weep day and nigh for the 1 ifferings of my 


Saviour 
To make our hes of our Lord's paſſion 


ſtill more juſt in themſelves, and fruitful in 


their 
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their conſequences, we ſhould do well to con- 
ſider the nature of his puniſhment, and the 
meaſure and extent of his ſufferings. The pu- 
niſhment of crucifixion was Roman a puniſh- 
ment the moſt painful and ignominious ever 
inflicted on a criminal. The torment of it 
muſt needs be inſupportable, by the piercing the 
moſt nervous and ſenſible parts of the body, and 
which yet do not ſpeedily bring on death, the 
only remedy to it. The infamy and ſcandal of 
it lay in this, that no free-born Roman, but 
only flaves and fugitives, ever underwent it. 
From hence we cannot enough admire the wiſ- 
dom of God the Father, and the patience and 
reſignation of God the Son, that he, who was 
ſent into the world under the form of a ſervant, 
and fold at the price of a ſlave, ſhould allo die 

the death of a ſlave. 
Thus did our bleſſed Lord ſuffer moſt exqui- 
ſite and ignominious tortures in his body : but 
yet we are at a loſs for the extent of his ſuffer- 
ings, till we can form ſome notion to ourſelves 
of what he endured in his uind and ſpirit. The 
evangeliſt St. Matthew tells us, i foul was 
exceeding ſorrotoful, even unto death, under thoſe 
grievous agonics in the garden of Gethſemane, 
K 3 | when 
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when he ſweat as it were drops of blood, and 
thrice earneſtly beſought his Father zhar, it 
were poſſible, the bitter cup might paſs from him. 
It is very reaſonable to imagine that the Devil, 
the grand enemy of our ſalvation, exerted all his 
power to afflict and diſtract our Lord at this 
time of his paſſion, and fill his ſoul with all the 
moſt diſmal apprehenſions, as he generally does 
thaſe of all his afflicted ſervants. To which we 
may add, that our Lord being ſo zealous for the 
eternal happineſs of men, as to undergo theſe 
bitter ſufferings for it, and yet withal, foreſeeing 
how few would be the better for them, it muſt 
of neceſſity add weight to the load of his ſuffer- 
ings, and prove the utmoſt vexation to his 
ſpirit. 

I come now, ſecondly, to conſider the end, 
deſign, and efficacy of our Saviour's ſufferings. 

The evangelical prophet, long before the 
birth of our Lord, foretold that the promiſed 
Meſſiah was alſo to be Emanuel, or God incar- 
nate -was, in that nature in which he was 
capable of it, 70 be wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 


and that by his flripes we were to be healed. In 


the hiſtory of the goſpels we find this prophecy 
punctually fulfilled. The end, therefore, of our 
| Lord's 
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Lord's ſufferings was, to deliver all mankind 
from the wrath to come. For this was he led 
out of the gates of Jeruſalem, that he might 

become a ſacrifice propitiatory for the whole 
world ; even all that will accept the conditions 
upon which he has purchaſed their title to 
eternal happineſs: thoſe are, a ſteady and opera- 
tive faith, and a ſincere and unfeigned repent- 
ance. It was determined, that without ſhedding 
of blood there ſhould be no remiſſion of fins. The 
blood of bulls and of goats was ineffectual to that 
end: the blood of a mere man could zever re- 
deem his own foul, much leſs that of others, ſtill 
infinitely leſs thoſe of all mankind. What then 
could have been done for us, who had been loſt 
for ever, unleſs Chriſt, who was God as well as 
man, had laid down his life to redeem us ? 
That the ſalvation of mankind was the end and 
deſign of Chriſt's ſufferings, is as plainly revealed 
and preſſed in many parts of ſcripture, as any 
principle of religion, and the proofs from thence 
can as little be evaded. The Son of man, ſays 
St. Matthew, came to give his life a ranſom for 
many. This is a faithful ſaying, ſays St. Paul, 
in his Epiſtle to Timothy, and worthy of all 
| K 4 men 
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men to be received, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
world to ſave ſinners. From which, and many 
other paſſages, the defign of Chriſt's ſufferings 
for the redemption of mankind is ſo clear and 
evident, that no one, who believes the holy ſcrip- 
tures and the doctrines of the goſpel, can rea- 
ſonably demur to give his aſſent to it. An ob- 
jection to the efficacy of our Saviour's ſufferings 
is here frequently advanced by the infidel; and, 
at the firſt view, it may ſeem unjuſt for the 
innocent perſon to ſuffer for the guilty; and if 
it be unjuſt, the ſufferings of the innocent will 
be ineffectual, and the guilty muſt be ſtill liable 
to puniſhment. But ſuch a commutation 1s not 
really at all unjuſt, if the offended party be 
willing to admit it, and the perſon who is to 
ſuffer be willing to undergo the infliction. God 
is the ſupreme Lord; his actions are the mea- 
ſure of juſtice, The Son of God, who was to 
pay the price of our redemption, freely offered 
himſelf for that end : God the Father as freely 
accepted of him in our ſtead, Thus we daily 
tee amon oft ourſelves that ſureties are anſwerable 
for the obligations of the principal debtor, and 


hoſtages have been ſlain by the beſt and wiſeſt 


nations, 
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nations, when the articles which they have 
mutually delivered have been broken. We have 
then no reaſon to ſuſpe& the juſtice of God in 
this vicarious puniſhment, or laying upon Chriſt 
the ſins of us; but to adore his goodneſs in re- 
moving the puniſhment from us; and we may 
hence comfortably conclude, that his ſufferings 
will be effectual to our eternal happineſs, if we 
are not wanting to ourſelves, that God hath re- 
conciled us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt. 

I proceed now, thirdly and /a/tly, to conſider 
what influence the conſideration of theſe ſuffer- 
ings of Chriſt ought to have upon every Chriſ- 
tian. 

The conſideration of Chriſt's ſufferings ought 
by no means to make us imagine that he has ſo 
perfected the work of our redemption, that 
nothing is required on our part. His blood is 
ſtyled the Blood of the Covenant, and a covenant 
ſuppoſes conditions on both ſides. God Al- 
mighty has engaged to receive us into favour 
through the meritorious ſufferings and interceſ- 
ſion of his beloved Son; but then we muſt qua- 
lify ourſelves by true faith and fincere repentance 
to receive the mercics and advantages of the goſ- 


pel- 


r 
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pel- covenant. An unholy life will utterly defeat 
the grand purpoſe of reconciliation; and the 
good Heathen will meet more favour at the 
awful tribunal of God, than the Chriſtian who 
has defiled the blood of the covenant. The ſuffer- 
ings of the crucified Jeſus ſhould excite in us a 
reſolution, with Simon the Cyrenian, 70 bear his 
croſs, when he ſhall be pleaſed to lay it upon 
us. This is a becoming fortitude; this the 
noble ornament of the glorious army of Chriſtian 
martyrs ; far unlike that of our modern fanatics, 
who, truſting to their own ſtrength, would be 
thought to glory in meeting danger; but when 
the hour of trial calls forth their courage, their 
courage meanly deſerts them. The ſufferings 
of our bleſſed Lord are a leſſon to us of patience 
and perſeverance under the greateſt afflictions. 
No murmuring, no repining, no anger, no evil 
wiſhes were ever heard to proceed from his 
mouth, from the time of his firſt apprehenſion 
to that hour of the power of darkneſs, whereim 


he recommended his ſpirit into the hands of his 
Father. On the contrary, he charitably ad- 
dreſſed him in prayer for their forgiveneſs ; and 
ſo prevalent with God was that prayer, that it 
immediately 
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immediately procured the converſion of cight 
thouſand of his enemies. By this effectual prayer 
of charity our Lord exemplified in practice what 
he had before taught his diſciples in his ſermon 
on the mount, and thereby has left it as a duty 
upon us, to /ave our enemies, to bleſs them that 
curſe us, to do good to them that hate us, and to 
pray for them that deſpitefully uſe and perſecute us. 
A frame of foul this, how pleaſing, how deſir- 
able! Hereby do we fit calm and free from the 
ſtorms and tempeſts that ruffle and diſcompole 
a revengeful breaſt! By heaping ſuch coals of 
fire on the heads of our adverſaries, we melt them 
down into courteſy, kindneſs, and affection, and 
become the happy inſtruments of their falvation. 
But a leſſon this how hard to be learnt, how 
difficult to be practiſed ! Want of reſentment is 
falſely eſteemed want of honour ; and hence do 
we ſacrifice the quiet of our minds and the reſt 
of our bodies, the efficacy of our prayers and the 
ſafety of our ſouls, to the deteſtable paſſion of 
malice and revenge. Ie it nothing to you, that 
he, to whoſe ſorrows none ever can be equal, 
underwent all for the ſake of his enemies? Is it 
nothing to you, that by his pattern and precepts 
| he 
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he has recommended this temper of mind to us? 
Is it nothing to us, that when we addreſs God 
in the prayer he has taught us, we imprecate a 
curſe upon ourſelves, if we forgive not others 
their treſpaſſes, as we therein petition God for 
the remiſſion of ours? May the precepts and 


practice of our ſuffering Lord be the conſtant 


rule of all our actions! May he vouchſafe ſo to 
guide us through things temporal, that finally 


we loſe not the things eternal ! 


And, O blefled Jeſus ! by all theſe thy moſt 


ſacred ſufferings, by thy bitter death, and moſt 


precious blood, ſhed for us, and by all things 
foretold of thee and fulfilled by thee, vouchſafe, 
in great mercy, to reſcue us wretched ſinners 
from all our tribulations and diſtreſſes, from the 
ſnares of the Devil, from the chain of our fins, 
and from all evils, both of body and ſoul, gra- 
cious Lord, deliver, fave, and defend us. 

All our imaginations and actions vouchſafe ſo 
to diſpoſe and order, that they may be accept- 
able unto thee. Fill us with thy grace, with 
holy peace, and with all virtue; and grant us 
herein to perſevere even unto death, that making 
a good end of this life, thou mayeſt bring us to 
eternal 
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eternal life in thy celeſtial kingdom, where thou 
liveſt and reigneſt. Amen, Amen. 


Now to God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all 
honour and glory, now and for ever. 
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ST. MARK, CHAP. XVI. VER. 19. 


So then, after the Lord had ſpoken unio them, he was 


received up into beaven, and ſat on the right hand of 
Cod. 


UR bleſſed Saviour, by his reſurrection 
from the dead, having given his diſciples 
all poſſible proof of his being the Son of God, 
and the true Meſſiah, and, by that means, 
comforted their drooping ſpirits: having opened 
their underſtandings, and inſtructed them in 
many points, which before their ignorance of 
the ſenſe of the ſacred ſcriptures made them 
ſhocked and offended at: and being now about 
to fulfil that great promiſe which he had fo 
ſolemnly made to them, of ſending the Holy 
Ghoſt or Comforter to them from the Father, 
who 
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who 0 to bring many things to their remem- 
brance, who was to guide them into all truth, 
and enable them to propagate the Goſpel with 
demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power; and 
having withal told them, that it was expedient 
or profitable for them that even he, their great 
Lord and Redeemer, ſhould leave them, in or- 
der that the Holy Ghoſt might come in his 
ſtead : he led them out to Jeruſalem, as far as 
Bethany ; and there, while he was in the very 
act of laying his hands upon and bleſſing them, 
he was viſibly parted from them ; he afcended 
up into heaven, and a cloud received him out 
of their ſight. This aſcenſion of our bleſſed 
Lord into heaven being an act of great glory 
and triumph, and an infallible proof of the 
truth of his miſſion, is matter of the greateſt 
Joy to us, and to. all Chriſtians ; and therefore 
ought particularly (as our church has ap- 
pointed it at this ſeaſon) to be often the ſubject 
of our moſt ſerious and grateful contemplations. 
In order, therefore, to regulate our meditations, 
I ſhall proceed, : = 

Firſt, to prove, that it was propheſied of the 
Meſſiah, that he ſhould aſcend into heaven, 
and fit on the right hand of God. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, that Jeſus of Nazareth, our bleſſed 
Saviour and Redeemer, actually did ſo. Then, 

Thirdly, ſhall conſider the eF-&s or conſe- 
quences of this glorious and triumphant action, 
together with the reaſons and deſigns that re- 
quire our firm belief of it. 

Firſt, I am to prove, that it was propheſied 
of the Meſſiah, that he ſhould aſcend into hea- 
ven, and fit on the right hand of God. — Thus 
by the royal Pſalmiſt is it expreſsly declared, 
thou haſt aſcended up on high ; thou haſt led cap- 
tivity captive ; thou haſt received gifts for men. 
Which prophecy is applicable to no other per- 
ſon than to the Meſſiah, who gloriouſly triumph- 
ing over the enemies of mankind, aſcended up 
on high, into heaven : and that this is the full 
import of the phraſe, may appear from other 
places of ſcripture. The prophecy of Micah 
is no leſs remarkable—The breaker is come up 
before them ; they have broken up, and paſſed 
through the gates, and are gone cut by it; and 
their King ſhall paſs before them, and the Lord 
at the head of them. Theſe words the Jews 
themſelves interpret to relate to the aſcenſion of 
the Meſſiah, in a triumphant manner, into the 


heavenly glory. The author of the Epiſtle to 
Vor. II. I. the 
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the Hebrews tells us, that the aſcenſion was 
typically repreſented to the Jews by the 5765 
prieſts going but once a year into the holy of 
holies in the tabernacle and temple : but the high 
prieft of the good things to come, by a greater 
and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 
was to ener into the holy place; having obtained 
eternal redemption for us. The antient Jews 
belicved the tabernacle or temple repreſented this 
lower di orld, and the holy of holies the higheſt 
heavens : and therefore as their high prieſt, on 
the great day of expiation, uſed to paſs through 
all the tabernacle, and carry the blood of the 
ſacrifice into the holy of holies; ſo was the 
Meſſiah to paſs through all the courts of this 
lower world, to be ſlain, and afterwards, riſing 
from the dead, to enter into the higheſt hea- 
vens. And as the aſcenſion of the Meſſiah was 
foretold by the prophet David, ſo did he like- 
wiſe his ſeſſion at the right hand of God. The 
Lord ſaid unto my Lord, faith the prophet, jt 
_ thou at my right hand, till J make thine enemies 
thy footfiool. But, 

Secondly, that in fact our bleſſed Saviour and 
Redeemer, Jeſus of Nazareth, did do ſo; that 
he did viſibly, and really, with his body, aſcend 


nd 
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up into heaven, the ſcriptures plainly demon- 
ſtrate. The aſcent of Chriſt into heaven was 
not metaphorical or figurative; as if it ſigni- 
fied no more than that he obtained a more hea- 
venly and glorious ſtate and condition after his 
reſurrection; for whatever alteration was made 
in the body of Chriſt when he roſe ; whatever 
glorious qualities it was inveſted or endued with 
thereby ; that was not to be ſtyled, nor really 
could it be his aſcenſion. — Touch me not, 
ſays he to Mary, after his reſurrection ; for J 
am not yet aſcended to my Father. This aſcen- 
ſion was afterwards to be performed by him; 
for, added he, go to my brethren, and ſay unto 
them, I aftend unto my Father and your Father. 
When this aſcenſion was performed, it mani- 
feſtly appeared to be a true local tranſlation of 
the ſon of man, not in his divine nature {which 
poſſeſſing all places, is not ſubject to the imper- 
fection of removing any where), but as man, 
from the world below into the heavens above ; 
by which that body which was before preſent 

on earth, and was not at that time in heaven, 
became ſubſtantially preſent in heaven, and was 
no longer preſent on earth. For when he had 
Jpoken unto his diſciples, and in a ſolemn man- 
1 ner 
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ner Hleſed them by laying his hands on them, 
he was parted from them; and while they beheld, 
he was taken up; even while they looked ſtedfaſt- 
ly on him, he was carried up into heaven, and a 
cloud received him out of their fight. This was 
a viſible departure; a real removing of that 
body of Chriſt which was before preſent with 
the apoſtles; of that very body, which, by 
virtue of that foul which was re-united to it, 
was alive after the reſurrection. What, ſays he 
to his diſciples, and / ye ſhall ſee the fon of man 
aſcend up where he was before ? Now, had he 
been there before in body, it had been no ſuch 
wonder that he ſhould have aſcended thither 
again: but that his body ſhould aſcend unto 
that place where the majeſty of God is moſt 
reſplendent—that fleih of our fleſh, and bone 
of our bone, ſhould be ſeated far above all 
angels and archangels, all principalities and 
powers, even at the right hand of God ; this 
was that which Chriſt propounded, as worthy 
their greateſt admiration. And what admira- 
tion, what joy muſt have filled the ſouls of 
theſe diſciples! they who had before ſeen 
their dear Maſter in a poor ſuffering ſtate, 
who had known him falſely accuſed as a blaſ- 
phemer 
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phemer and a traitor ; that he was buffetted, 
ſpit upon, and ſcourged; and, at laſt, put to 
a cruel and ignominious death him did they 
then ſee riſen again from the dead, freed from 
thoſe bonds by which it was impoſſible he 
could be holden. And not only ſo, but they 
ſaw him actually aſcending, and received up 
into heaven, mightily attended with mini— 
ſtering angels (who deſcended to confirm this 
truth), and brightly adorned with celeſtial glory, 
inveſted in the court of heaven with all autho- 
rity, dominion and power; and //7/ng, as the 
text expreſſes it, at the right hand of God. 
This was an honour never granted to any other 
being, not even to the higheſt angels in 
heaven: for, as St. Paul argues truly, 70 www:ich 
of the angels did God ſay at any time, Sit thou 
on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy 
footlocl? This honour our bleſſed Lord well 
knew he was to receive: Hereafter, ſays he to 
the high-prieſt and elders, ſhall ye fee the Son 


of man ſitting on the right hand of” the power of 


God. Which manner of expreſfion, ufed by 
our bleſſed Lord himſelf, will lead us to un- 
derſtand the meaning and import of that which 
was the glorious conſequence of his aſcenſion 
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into heaven; namely, his ion af the right 
fand of God. This implies, that Jeſus 1s ad- 
vanced to the higheſt degree of honour and 
power-—the poſture of /zting being a poſture 
of command, quietneſs, eaſe, and authority, ac- 
quaints us that Jeſus is in the free, undiſturbed, 
quiet enjoyment and poſſeſſion of his regal 
power, or kingly office and authority; that 
the throne, the manſion, and the arbitration 
of the Son is in the ſame higheſt heavens with 
that of God the Father. The effect of this, 
the author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews tells 
us, is, that the enemies of Jeſus ſhall be made his 
footjicel: by which he alludes to the eaſtern 
culiom of dealing with unfortunate princes, 
when taken priſoners ; thus Joſhua called the 
great officers and captains of his army to come 
near, au put their feet on the necks of the cap- 
tive kings of Canaan. And thus Jeſus, when he 
was exalted to his kingdom in heaven, and 
was fat down at the right hand of his Father, 
began to triumph over his temporal and ſpiri- 
tual enemies. The Jewiſh nation were ſoon 
deſtroyed—their temple burnt, and their wor- 
thip aboliſhed; nor did the proud, the mighty 
Romans long ſurvive; their capital city was 
; taken, 
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taken, their great empire deſtroyed, and their 
haughty, ſtubborn minds brought to ſubmit 
to the meek and humble diſpenſation of Bis 
goſpel, whom their predeceſſors had cruciſied 
and hanged on a tree. And in no leſs glo- 
rious a manner did our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
then ſubdue all his ſpiritual enemies : he 
cramped their power, and deſtroyed their em- 
pire and dominion over mankind. By this his 
entering into the poſſeſſion of eternal glory 
himſelf, and going before alſo to prepare a 
place for us, he triumpheth over death him- 
ſelf, and puts us in a way to gain that victory. 
The power of the Devil, who hath the power 
of death, is hence likewiſe much deſtroyed ; 
he preventeth his enſnaring wiles, preventeth 
his wicked deſigns and endeavours againſt the 
ſouls of men, and delivered them from the 
laviſh captivity of his formerly exorbitant 
power: while groſs idolatry and heathenith 
ſuperſtition overſpread the face of the whole 
earth. Having now laid before you the import 
and ſubſtance of this important truth, that 
Jeſus is aſcended into heaven, and fat on the 

right hand of God, I proceed, 
Thirdly, to conſider the effects or conſe- 
L 4 - quences 
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quences of this glorious aſcenſion, together 
with the reaſons that require us to make this 
ſincerely an article of our faith. 

And, fit, the aſcention of Jeſus into heaven 
was that which produced ſome of the greateſt 
and moſt glorious effects of the preaching 
of the goſpel: that goſpel the apoſtles had 
never propagated to the world, had they not 
been miraculouſly endowed from above ; that 
power they had never received, had not he 
aſcended to ſend the Holy Spirit upon them : 
It is expedient, ſays he, that I go away from 
you; for if 1 go not away, the Comforter will 
not come unto you; but if I depart, I will ſend 
him unto you. The certainty of the truths and 
doctrines propoſed to our belief depends on 
the aſſurances received by the apoſtles—men 
who had not, nor made the leaſt pretences to 
infallibility, till the Holy Ghoſt deſcended on 
them on the day of Pentecoſt. An article this 
of faith, of indiſpenſable neceſſity. Secondly, 
this belief is alſo neceſſary for the ſtrengthen- 
ing and ſecuring our faith in Jeſus our Saviour. 
Hereby are we affured that Jeſus is, what he 
declared himſelf to be, a divine perſon, and the 

Son of God: becaulc he is actually aſcended up 


into 
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into heaven, from whence he at firſt deſcended 
for our ſakes; and is gone to his Father and 
our Father, to his God and our God. Hence 
alſo our well-grounded hope and aſſurance of 
eternal happineſs in heaven receive a great con- 
firmation : he, our Lord, is returned to the 
houſe of his Father, to prepare manſions for N 
us: he wyill come again, he aſſures us, and re- | 
ceive us n tin:/elſ; that ſo where he is, we 


may be alſ5. 


The ancient Fathers were generally of opi- b 
nion that no man ad ever entered into heaven | 
before our Saviour's aſcenſion thither. This ; 
opinion they grounded on that ſaying of our i 
bleſſed Lord- N man hath aſcended up into Ll 
heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even 
the Son of man, which is in heaven. He it | 
was, they thought, who firſt opened the door # 
of heaven, and gave acceſs to the ſouls of men ; 
that he it was, who quenched the flaming 
ſword, and diſcharged the mighty cherubim 
who guarded the gates of paradiſe, But whe- 
ther this was ſo, as to ie, is a needleſs curi- 
olity ; it certainly was ſo as to the nature of 
things; for his blood is the key of heaven: by "| 
his blood (whereas the Lamb was ſlain before f 
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the foundation of the world) a new and living 
way ts conſecrated for us, through the weil by 
which we may enter with boldneſs into the holieſt 
heavens. 

Thirdly, this belief is alſo neceſſary to raiſe 
and elevate our affections; for when our trea- 
ſure is in heaven, there, doubtleſs, will our hearts 
be alſo. If we are truly riſen with Chriſt, we 
ſhould ſeek thoſe things which are above. Are 
we Chriſtians ? we become citizens of heaven; 
there we ſhould have our converſation, or com- 
munity ; there only ſhould our affections be 
centered, from whence we look for our Saviour, 
even the Lord Jeſus. To this belief of the 
aſcenſion of our Lord, it is further neceſſary 
and advantageous to add, hat of his ſefficn at the 
right hand of God. Hereby are we reminded 
of our obedience and ſubjection to him as our 
King and Covernor ; for, ſince all power and 
dominion is his, it is impoſſible to reſiſt his 
will; as impoſſible to eſcape his vengeance, if 
we rebel againſt and difobey his commands. 
Hence, on tne other hand, are the humble 
and obedient aſſured of his protection in this 
life, and of his gracious interceſſion to God 
the Father, in the life to come. This Feſus, 

ſaith 
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faith the author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
after he had offered one ſacrijice jor fins for ever, 
fat down at the right hand of God. tie hath 
made peace for us by his blood; and the virtue 
of that oblation is perpetually continued by his 
interceſſion. Ve have now an advocate with the 
Father, Fefus Chriſt the righteous ; and be ts the 
propitiation for our fins. What comfort and 
conſolation then doth this belief and profeſſion 
of theſe articles of our Chriſtian faith offer to 
us! What grateful returns of praiſe and thankſ- 


giving ought we to be ever offering up to God 
for them! Well may we, when we ſeriouſly 


meditate and reflect on this important ſubject, 
triumphantly cxult, and ſay, with St. Paul, 
Who ſhall lay any tix to the charge of God's 
eleft ? Ir is Gad thai juſtifieth, who is be that 
condemneth ? It is Chriſi that died, yea rather 
that is riſen again, who is ever at the right 
hand of Goa, and who alſo ma#eth interceſſion for 
Us, 

Now to God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all 
honour and glory, now and for cver. 
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ST. MATTHEW, CHAP. III. VER. 15. 


Thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs. 


A the firſt part of this chapter we find the 

light of the Goſpel beginning to break 
forth and open itſelf; being uſhered in by him 
who, in compariſon of foriner teachers, and 
the then ſtate of darkneſs, was called a bright 
and ſhining light — John the Baptiſt, The 
whole myſtery of our redemption was not to 
be unfolded and expoſed at one ſimple view ; 
nor the world to be ſurpriſed with the fulneſs 
of divine wiſdom and knowledge: the way 
was to be prepared; many difficultics and pre- 
judices to be removed and taken off; and men 
to be led into it by degrees—by ſuch eaſy 
ſteps as the nature of things, the circumſtances 


of 
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of the times, and their own infirmities would 
bear and admit of. John came preaching the 
doctrine of repentance ; and boptized all thoſe 
who, confeſſing their fins, became his con- 
verts; that ſo they might be ready to receive 
the Son of God, whom he would point out to 
them, with diſpoſitions ſuitable to the dignity 
of his perſon, and the importance of his em- 
baſſy. Among others our bleſſed Saviour alſo 
came to be baptized of him. John (though yet 
unacquainted with his perſon) being informed 
by the Spirit that this was he that was to come, 
was confounded at the ſtrangeneſs of the 
demand— that the Son ſhould come to his ſer- 
vant, the Lord to his meſſenger, the Lamb 
without ſpot to a ſinner, he, to whom the 
Spirit was not given by meaſure, to a baptiſm 
of water, ſeemed to be an unaccountable con- 
deſcenſion; and therefore he modeſtly refuſed 
it--[ have need, favs he, to be baptized of thee, 
and comeſ thou to me? But Jeſus ſaid unto him, 
Suffer it to be ſo now, jor thus it becometh us to 


fulfil all righteouſneſs. As much as to ſay, 


«« Though in my own nature I am ſuperior to 
you, and want not any thing, much leſs the 
aſſiſtance and offices of my creatures; yet 


having 
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having undertaken to hecome man, and obey 
my Father's will, his diſpenſations are punc— 
tually to be obſerved ; and thus am I to ſub- 
mit to the law of Moſes, the prophetic miniſtry, 
and to enter upon my proper work.” Thus 
it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs. 


Chriſt may be faid to have — all 
righteouſneſs two ways — 


. By his practice ; and 

By his doctrine. 

I ſhall conſider how he has done. it each 
way ; and ſhew the reaſon and end of it as it 
more immediately relates to us. | 

Firſt, by his practice, he conformed himſelf 
to that outward righteouſneſs, thoſe forms and 
ceremonies of the law, which God appointed 
his people, as the title by which they were to 
hold the Land of Promiſe. This he did as he 
was born under the law, and willing not to 
give offence to thoſe whom he was to wean 
and bring off from things rendered dear to 
them by cuſtom and divine inſtitution. He 
was circumciſed, preſented in the temple, and 
attended their ſolemn feaſts ; but this purely 
as a Jew, and, as ſuch, ſubject to the law 
then in force; not according to the current 

and 
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and very falſe notion in that their ſcribes and 
phariſees preſumed by this to attain the king- 
dom of heaven. This was the great hindrance 
to our Saviour's deſign; whoſe meſſage, was 
the pr-judice happily got over, could not fail 
of a welcome or a kind reception. Therefore 
did he argue with them ſo familiarly from 
their own principles, and out of their own law ; 
therefore did he take ſo much pains to bring 
them back to the firſt intention and deſign of 
it, which, if rightly attended to, muſt guide 
and direct them to him. Our bleſſed Lord 
fulfilled likewiſe that part of righteouſneſs 
which conſiſted in ſubmitting to the determi- 
nations of the governors of God's people, 


whoſe judgment, according to the law, it was 
| death not to abide by. He was brought before 


them as a criminal— was treated as a blaſ- 
phemer, an impoſtor, and uſurper; and pa- 
tiently did he bear it: he did not object 
againſt the authority of their courts ; though, 
in truth, they acted with his own power 
againſt himſelf : he inſiſted indeed on his in- 
nocence ; and claimed to the laſt the title and 
prerogatives of the ſpiritual King of Iſrael. 


This was his crime—As he charged them with 


EITOTS 


errors and hypocriſy; and, by introducing re- 
pentance and inward obedience, ſeemed to de- 
ſign the ſubverſion of the form and diſpen- 
ſation of the Law : fo, from the meanneſs of 
his appearance, and their inattention to the 
true nature of his kingdom, his calling himſelf 
king muſt be treaſon againſt Cæſar. Having 
branded him therefore with the greateſt in- 
famy, and inflicted on him the utmoſt puniſh- 
ment that was then in their hands for the one, 


they delivered him over to the heathen powers 


to be put to death for the other. Though the 
whole procedure againſt him was carried on 
and aggravated with the blackeſt initanccs of 
malice and ingratitude; though the charge 
was utterly falſe, and the ſentence unjuſt; 
and though he had ſufficient power to refcue 
himſelf from it; yet he uſed it not, but meekly 
and calmly gave himſelf up into the hands of 
wicked and cruel] men. As thus he fulfilled 
the outward, ſo did he fulfil the inward righ- 
teouſneſs of purity and uprightneſs, as he was 
without ſin; and neither in thought, word, or 
deed offended God or man: and this not only 
according to the moral part, of the law (as it 
was modelled for the management and con- 
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duct of a people prone to idolatry, rebellion, 
and concupiſcence), but alſo according to that 
original righteouſneſs which God required of 
his creatures when in innocence, and in full 


ſtrength and perfection. He was made like unto 
us in all things, fin only excepted. He often 


expreſſed the grief, breathed the deſires, and 
ſometimes betrayed the fear of a man: but all 
this, without any diſorder, without the leaſt 
ſtoop, or warping from reaſon. He had paſſions 
as we have ; but was not, like us, ſwayed or 
miſled by them. Was he angry? it was with 
fin. Did he /ove? it was piety, and the pious, 
Did he reſoice? it was to do the will of his 
Father. Did he fear? it was leſt we ſhould 
revolt from him, and our own happineſs. 
Did he weep ? it was becauſe we were uncon— 
cerned, and could not weep for ourſelves. His 


charity was moſt extenſive and univerſal ; his 


humility unaffected; his devotion moſt fer- 
vent; his patience under the ſevereſt aflictions 
inimitable ; his purity unſullied. In a word, 
he was every thing that is truly great, every 

thing that is truly good. 
I come now to enquire into the end or rea- 
ſon why Chriſt did thus by his praGice fulfil 
| . 
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all righteouſneſs; and that as it more imme- 
diately relates to us. The firſt and chief rea- 
ſon was, that, in purſuance to the deſigns of 
God's infinite goodneſs, and the wiſe con- 
trivance of his providence, he was by theſe 
means, by this complete and perfect obedience, 
to be duly qualified to reconcile the world to 
himſelf. His righteouſneſs and purity were to 
atone for our perverſeneſs and pollution—by his 
Atripes we were to be healed, and by his blood to 
be cleanſed. Such an High-prieft, argues the 
author to the Hebrews, became us, who is holy, 
harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners, and 
made higher than the heavens. Being to me- 
diate a peace between God and man, he was 
to have all the tenderneſs and compaſſion of 
the one, and none of the wickedneſs and folly 
of the other: being to eſtabliſh a new cove- 
nant upon better promiſes than any before 
made, and 10 purchaſe and confirm it by the 
Sacrifice of himſelf, he was to be without ſpot 
or blemiſh: being to ſuccour undone crea- 
tures, and convey to them all ſpiritual and 
temporal aſſiſtance, that he might both have a 
feeling of their infirmities, and ſo be able to 
ſupport them under them, he was to be made 
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perfect through ſufferings, and thence to be 
exalted to the higheſt power and glory. But 
here it muſt be obſerved, that though Chriſt 
has thus, exactly fulfilled the will of his Father, 
and made a full ſatisfaction for the fins of the 
world, yet his obedience will be effectual to 
none who comply not with the conditions of 
his ſacrifice. No room 1s now left us for an 
indifference of opinion, or licentiouſneſs of 
practice; we are now bound up moſt cloſely 
to a ſteady conformity to the doctrine and pre- 
cepts Jaid down in his goſpel. This is moſt 
properly a covenant of grace, becauſe it was 
the free act of God's goodneſs to ſend, and 
of his Son Jeſus to undertake to come into 
the world for our redemption ; and becauſe no 
one can diſcharge his part of the covenant, or 
enjoy the promiled reward (far exceeding our 
beſt performances), without the aſſiſtancę of 
the divine grace, to which from hence only he 
has gained a title. Another, though inferior, 
end or reaſon of Chriſt's obedience may be ſaid 
to be for cur example; though every part of it 
already mentioned furniſhes us with ſomething 
uſeful for our direction. He was ſtedfaſtly re- 
ſolved to comply with every thing which God 
ſhould 
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ſhould appoint him. He obeyed, %%, the 
ceremonial part of the law ; and not only 1o, 
but ſubmitted himſelf, though all innocence 
and perfection, to John's baptiſm of repent- 
ance. Hence may we conclude, that there 
muſt certainly be a reverence and reſpect due 
to the ceremonies and ordinances which God 
inſtitutes, though conducted and diſpenſed by 
fallible and weak man. Such a grateful ſub- 
miſſion of our underſtanding is required, that 
we approve and do what God directs. Very 
ill does obſtinacy and perverſeneſs become us, 
when the bleſſed Jeſus not only enjoined 
others, but walked orderly alſo himſelf; and 
endeavoured, as in him lay, to live peaceably 
with all men. Do we talk, and ſeem to be fo 
much intent on inward purity and ſpiritual 
improvement, as to think lightly of and neg- 
lect the outward means? Who could be more 
pure and ſpiritual than Chriſt? Yet he was 
waſhed with water, a fign of purity, and the 
Holy Ghoſt did then viſibly deſcend upon him. 
Do we pretend much of conſcience, and wan- 
tonly reject every thing that our humours will 
call an zmpo/ition on it? The author and finiſher 
of our faith has taught us not to uſe cur liberty 
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for a cloke of maliciouſneſs, but as the ſervants of 
God that is, ſo to uſe it, as not to ſuffer it, 
without abſolute neceſſity, to break in upon 
the peace and order of the church : God and 
the intereſt of his religion require that all 
things ſhould be there carried on with ſober- 
neſs, unity, and love. From Chriſt's obedi- 
ence to the unjuſt cenſures and puniſhments 
of the powers then in being, we learn the 
nature of our intereſt and profeflion—how re- 
ſolutely to be maintained, in ſpite of all oppo- 
fition— how acceptable it is with God when we 
do well, and ſuffer patiently for it ; that to 
bear quietly ſuch afflictions, is the way to 
conquer them and ourſelves. God, we are 
hence likewiſe aſſured, may love the Son whom 
be chaſteneth, ſince he, who was declared by a 
voice from heaven, to be his beloved Son, in whom 
he was well pleaſed, endured ſuch contradiction 
of ſinners againſt himſelf, Chriſt, ſays the 
Apoſtle, has left us an example, that we ſhould 
follow his fleps. If he, our Maſter, was ill 
treated, much more may they of his houſhold 
expect it: as-he is our Lord, it is our honour 
to be like him : as our intereſt is the ſame, 
the ſame means mult preſerve it : as he, who 
was 
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was moſt juſt, was moſt afflicted, we, who are 
ſuch ſinners, have no grounds to complain. 
From his innocent and ſpotleſs life, we have 
the moſt plain and noble pattern, both to invite 
and direct us to perfection. His image is ſo 
delicate, though rudely and ſimply drawn, 
without any colouring or helps of art, that 
we cannot but be deſirous and ambitious of 
copying it. His acts of goodneſs ſeem to flow 
from him with ſo much eaſe and pleaſure, that 
no pains ſeem too great to gain ſome reſem- 
blance of the happy ſtate. When we ſee him 
reſiſting temptations, and they flying before 
him, how does it at once upbraid our coward- 
ice, and raiſe our courage! When he conde- 
ſcends to our infirmities, and. forgives our 
follies, how does it expoſe the weakneſs and 
ſin of pride, and ſhew us the beauty of meek- 
neſs and humility ! When he goes about doing 
good, how can we but hate the toil of fin and 
_ envy—how can we but rejoice in the buſineſs 
of virtue and charity? The life of our bleſſed 
Saviour, if carefully and properly ſurveyed, is 
a demonſtration (if any thing of this nature can 
be allowed to be capable of ſuch) that piety, 
virtue, and holineſs is true honour, ſafety, and 
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happineſs : they can gain us every treaſure — 
the favour of God, the love*' of our fellow 
creatures, peace and quietneſs here, and a good 
aſſurance for evermore. 

I come now, ſecondly, to conſider the other 
way by which Chriſt may be ſaid to have ful- 
filled all righteouſneſs; namely, by his doc— 
trine. he Heathens were cramped in their 
ditcoveries of virtue and vice, and could not 
fix the boundaries of each, with fo much 
clearneſs and certainty as could be wiſhed: 
but the gofpel has fully determined the point, 
and clearly illuſtrated the faint remains of the 
firſt revelation. The Law of Moſes is likewiſe 
ſtripped, by the doctrine of the goſpel, of all 
thoſe incumbrances which ſwallowed up the 
weightier things of juſtice, judgment, and 
faith. Nothing but what is ſolid, ſubſtantial, 
and acceptable to God, is taught by Chriſt 
Jeſus: what was before but obſcurely deli- 
vered, is now mude clear and evident; what 
was but ſlightly expreſſed, is now drawn in 
full proportion; what before was but hinted, 
is now eſtabliſhed, and made the condition of 
God's covenant. Be ye perfect, ſays our Lord, 
as your Father” which is in beaven is perfect. 
Hence 
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Hence it is manifeſt, that he requires of Chriſ- 
tians that univerſal love towards God and men, 
for God's ſake, which he did not covenant for 
with his ancient people. Thus has Chriſt, in 
this ſenſe, fulfilled all righteouſneſs; and this 
carries with it its own end and reaſon, namely, 
that we may hkewiſe fulfil it. Our Chriſtian 
life is repreſented in Scripture by a warfare, 
wherein we are ever combating with our inbred 
corruptions; by a race, wherein we are ſtill 
preſſing forward toward the mark: I preſs 
forward, ſays the Apoſtle, toward the mark, jor 
the prize of the hich calling of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus. The qualifications neceſſary for this, 
are, a laying aſide every weight of fin; a ſub— 
duing the body by temperance; an unwearied 
diligence, and honeſt ambition, zu /eaving what 
we have conquered ; in the principles and dofirine 
of Chriſt, going on to perſection, and perſever— 
ing therein unto the end: and what St. Paul 
tells us encouraged and urged him to this was, 
the greatneſs of the reward, the difficulty of 
the work, and the great danger of miſcarry- 
ing Ie when I have preached to others, 1 
myſelf; ſays he, ſhould be a caſt-away. The fame 
motives ſhould have the like effect upon every 

one, 
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one, whoſe caſe and intereſt are the ſame; for 
thus it not only becometh us, but it is our 
duty, it is our intereſt, zealouſly to endeavour 


to fulfil all righteouſneſs. 


Now to God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all 
honour and glory, now and for ever. 
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T will waſh my hands in innocency, O Lord; and ſo will 
1 go to thine altar. 


HERE is a lovelineſs, an agreeable | 
charm in a good example, which, much 
more powerfully than precept, excites in us 
ſome deſires and affections towards it. Some- 
thing there is, indeed, in all example ſtriking and 
perſuaſive ; but the influence is much ſtronger 
where the example is good and virtuous. How 
lovely does honeſty and integrity appear, when 
it triumphs over the temptations of intereſt 
and ambition! How comely, how decent is 
gratitude toward God and man, when expteſſ- 
ing itſelf in proper returns, in the beſt ſervices 
it can render, with love and joy! What an 
agreeable 
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agreeable majeſty in devotion, when, with 
David, we addreſs ourſelves to God with an 
holy joy, an humble reverence ! when the 
purity and elevation of the foul naturally diſ- 
covers itſelf in proper actions and expreſſions ; 
whilſt it renders the heavenly frame and tem- 
per of the ſoul illuſtrious and viſible! The 
language of example is not only more lively 
and moving than precept, but it is more au- 
thoritative and convincing: it teaches us that 
our duty is poſſible ; it convinceth us that God 
requires nothing of us but what is agreeable, 
and what 1s practicable, as well as what is 
rational and advantageous. It reproaches our 
ſloth, and upbraids our cowardice; and, charg- 
ing us with baſeneſs and ingratitude, baffles all 
vain cavils and pretences. For how can we 
refuſe to follow where men of the ſame paſ- 
ſions and infirmities lead the way? With 
what face can we object againſt the impracti- 
cableneſs and impoſſibility of our duty, when 
we ſec others not only actually ſurmounting all 
the diticultics of it, but practifing it conſtantly 
with the higheſt ſatisfaction ? This being the 
natural influence of example, the very propo- 
ing the picty and gratitude of David, without 
entering 
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entering on any other arguments, from the words 
of the text, ſhould naturally warm and affect 
our hearts ſhould diſpoſe us to the imitation of 
him. When, in this Pſalm, we ſee him ſtand— 
ing firm on the baſis of his integrity, and with 
an upright conſcience, placing his hope upon 
God, how can we chooſe but reflect on the 
bleſſedneſs, the comfort of that ſtate, in which 
a well-grounded confidence can aſſure the heart 
before the Almighty? Then the natural reſult 
of this contemplation is, a reſolution to imitate 
the integrity of David. When we read here his 
paſſion for the houſe of his God, Lord, 1 have 
loved the habitation of thine houſe, and the place 
where thine honour dwelleth, we cannot but 
demand of ourſelves, whence is it that we 
have not the ſame regard for the houſe of God, 
and whence comes it that we do not meet in it 
with the fame pleaſure and delight? When 
we read here his gratitude, his reſolution 10 
waſh his hands in innocency, and fo to compaſs the 
altar, we cannot but ſee that it is our wiſdom 
and duty to prepare ourſelves, like him, with 
virtue and innocence, to approach God's table, 
and to offer, with him, a gratetul ſacrifice. 
Thus, by the example of David, I have ſug— 

geſted 
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geſted one great motive to that duty I propoſe 


recommending from the words of the text; 
namely, our frequent communion, our fre- 
quent approach to the table of the Lord. 
There is the repreſentation of (not, indeed, 
the thing itſelf) the ſacrifice once offered up 
by Chriſt: and this, in an allegorical ſenſe, 
and agreeable to the ſtyle of the New Teſta- 
ment, may be called a ſacrifice of love and 
faith, of praiſe and thankſgiving, in comme- 
moration of the death and paſſion of our 
Saviour. It is certainly, or, at leaſt, ought to 
be, a great inducement to this duty, to con- 
ſider that no religion was ever inſtituted by 

God without a ſacrifice; as alſo to underſtand 
that ſacrifices, under the Moſaic economy, had 
all a relation and regard tothe ſacrifice of Chriſt: 
that all devout men, in all ages, like the Pſalmiſt, 
did conſtantly, and with delight, offer up their 
ſacrifices to God: that the pious Chriſtians in 
the pureſt ages of Chriſtianity laid a great ſtreſs 
upon the inſtitution of the holy ſacrament ; 
and that, looking upon it as their recognition 
of Chriſt's being their Lord, as the teſt of 
their Chriſtian profeſſion, as an acceptable 


commemoration of the ſacrifice of the death of 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, they made it always one part of their 
public worſhip—they eſteemed it their greateſt 
happineſs and advantage thus to offer up 
thanks, their ſubſtance, and themſelves, to 
God; and thus to commemorate, and lay before 
their heavenly Father, the ſacrifice of the croſs, 
What a noble example is here before us! an 
example highly worthy our imitation ! If there 
be any force in example, this muſt affect us 
ſo affect us, as to oblige us, by a kind of com- 
pulſion, to waſh our hands in innocency, and jo 
to compaſs the divine altar. But examples of 
this ſort ſeem now to have loſt their force : 
the holy ſacrament is now looked upon as no 
eſſential part of our duty - a kind of ceremony, 
which decency obliges us to perform (if we 
are even decent) three times in a year. At 
other ſeaſons we look upon ourſelves as not 
concerned in it, though none would refuſe 
invitations of any other kind but that of their 
departing Saviour. But to proceed — The ſenſe 
of the words before us is very caſy: the Jews 
were obliged always to waih before they en- 
tered into the temple, either to worſhip, or to 
ſacrifice. By this rite was ſignified that purity 
and innocence which were neceſſary qua- 

lifications 
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lifications to render their perſons and worſhip 
acceptable to God; and, therefore, David here 
profeſſes that he would prepare himſelf by 
innocence and uprightneſs to enter into the 
tabernacle. By compaſſing the altar, he means 
offering up a ſacrifice of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving ſuch a ſacrifice as that by which the 
Jews were commanded to expreſs their gratitude 
for deliverance and ſalvation. This is evident 
from the verſe following— That I may ſhew the 
voice of tand giving, and tell of all thy wondrous 
works, Now theſe words, without any force 
at all, may be applied and accommodated to 
the Chriſtian's duty in the holy ſacrament 
the moſt ſolemn duty of Chriſtian worſhip ; 
the method that Chriſt has inſtituted to expreſs 
our gratitude for the greateſt benefits ; from 
which then I ſhall endeavour, %, to perſuade 
you to ſollow David's example, #9 compaſs the altar 
of God, and to offer up this Chriſtian ſacrifice. 

Secondly, lay before you the neceſſary pre- 
paration for it, which is, 2% waſp your hands 
in innocency. 

The example beſote us 1s no leſs than that 
of all the primitive church—an example well 
grounded on this precept of our Saviour : Do 

this 
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this in remembrance of me. It is the example 
of thoſe, who could not but be well acquainted 
with the mind of our Saviour; even of the 
Apoſtles themſelves. It is the example of men 
actuated by rational zeal and found underſtand- 
ing, Can we think ourſelves wiſer, or more 
perfect than they? Can we exprets and exerciſe 
our devotion a better way than this which 
Chriſt has inſtituted, and his diſciples prac- 
tiſed ? The celebration of the ſacrament is a 
great and valuable privilege, by which we are 
allowed to approach the throne of grace—it is 
a drawing nigh unto God: Behold, 1/racl, ſays 
the apoſtle after the fleſh, are not they which 
eat of the ſacrifice partakers of the altar ? This, 
in other places of the chapter, he expounds by 
communion and fellowſhip with God; and applies 
the fame to the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper. 
The offering up ſacrifice was an homage and 
acknowledgment of the divinity of that God 
to whom they offered it; and God's accepting 
it was an owning them for his people: their 
eating it before him did ſuggeſt to them all the 
good things they were to expect from his 
bounty and munificence, and the joy and 


happineſs they were to reap from his favour 
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and protection. The celebration of the ſacra- 
ment may be conſidered alſo as an act of grati- 
tude; and this will be an inducement ſo great 
that nothing but infidelity can reſiſt it. For if 
our gratitude ought to bear any proportion to 
our obligation, it is impoſſible for us to be 
wholly deſtitute of it towards God, if we 
ſcriouſly conſider what he has done for us. 
What could God do more for us than to 
beſtow his own Son upon us? What could 
the bleſſed Jeſus do more for us, than to die 
for us, and to fave us? The freedom of this 
divine love is alſo equal to the greatneſs of it— 
Herein, ſays St. John, is lade; not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us creatures not 
only unworthy of his love, but worthy of his 
wrath. Reflect on this, and be ungrateful, if 
ye can! Ye will not, ye cannot be ungrate- 
ful! He that demands your gratitude, has here 
choſen a way for you to expreſs it; by com- 
paſſing his holy table, celebrating the paſſion 
of our Redeemer with feſtival, joy, devout love, 
thankful vows, and earneſt and humble pray- 
ers-—prayers for the perfecting our graces, and 


conſummating our happineſs in his preſence 
in heaven. This heavenly banquet is inſtituted 


by 
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by God ; to this we are conſtantly invited; on 
this no grateful Chriſtian ought to turn his 
back; no good Chriſtian can refuſe it. 

I come now, ſecondly, to conſider the pre- 
paration here required, which is, that, after 
David's example, we ſhould waſh our hands in 
zunocency. 

Innocence, according to the Pſalmiſt, is not 
the being free from ſlips, defects, and errors, 
but from wilful, deliberate, and preſumptuous 
ſins. Human nature is liable to innumerable 
errors; this David acknowledges, while, at 
the ſame time, he prays againſt falling into 
preſumptuous ſins Mo can tell how oft he 
effenderh? Oh cleanſe thou me from my ſecret 
faults ! This freedom from wilful and delibe— 
rate fins is the innocence that prepares us for 
the holy communion ; this entitles us to the 
benefits of it. Thus our excellent Liturgy well 
exhorts us—<* If any of you be a blaſphemer 
of God; an hinderer or ſlanderer of his word; 
or be in malice, or envy, or any other grievous 
crime; repent ye of your fins, or elſe come 
not unto that holy table, leſt after the taking 
the holy ſacrament the Devil enter into you, 
as he did into Judas, fill you full of all iniqui— 
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ties, and bring ycu to deſtruction both of body 
and ſoul. It is not the weakneſs of our faith 
that unfits us for this feaſt ; the ſacrament was 
inſtituted to ſtrengthen it. It is not the lan- 
guiſhing of our love that unqualifies us; this 
was appointed to inflame it. It is not the faint- 
neſs or gloomineſs of our hope that unfits us; 
this was ordained to confirm and eſtabliſh it. 
It is not the ſcantineſs of our graces that un- 
fits us for this ſacrament; this was inſtituted 
to convey and communicate more to us. Per- 
ſeverance in wiltul and premeditated fin only 
diſqualifies us from being worthy partakers of 
it ; for how ſhall they who are not clothed in 
this wedding garment come to the table of the 
Lord? How {hall they come to teſtify their 
acknowledgment of him as a Saviour, who 
have never as ſuch reccived him, who have not 
treated him as their prophet, prieſt, or king ? 
How ſhall they repeat or renew their covenant 
with him, who have renounced or extinguiſhed 
that of their baptiſm, and refuſed to revive it? 
How ſhall they praiſe God for beſtowing his 
Son upon the world, or the Son of God for 
dying to redeem us, who have no ſenſe of the 
miſery of a ſinful ſtate, nor any juſt value for 

their 
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their redemption? How ſhall they repreſent 
to God the ſufferings of his Son, and implore 
his pardon and compaſſion by the agony and 
croſs of Chriſt, who have no compunction, 
no contrition for their ſins, nor any lively 
dread of the diſpleaſure of an holy, a juſt, and 
offended God? Tow ſhall they petition for 
that grace of the holy Spirit which Chriſt has 
purchaſed, who have no hunger, no thirſt 
after righteouſneſs no ſenſe either of the un- 
ſpeakable excellence of grace, or the inexpreſſi- 
ble neceſſity of it? Theſe things the abſolutely 
impenitent ſinner cannot do; and, without 
theſe, his preſence at the holy table muſt be 
a profanation of the ſacrament, and muſt 
entail on him the diſpleaſure of God Almighty. 
But as ſoon as he will repent, and, by amend- 
ment, confirm his reſolutions of repentance, 
he may, and ought to come to the Lord's 
table, to be confirmed and ſtrengthened. Hence 
then we may oblerve, that the ſacrament is not 
properly (as ſome eſteem it) a converting orat- 
nance; it being deſigned to ſtrengthen our 
faith, but not to create it. 

To conclude— The means to acquire the 
innocence preparatory to our receiving the 
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holy ſacrament, is, firmly to believe, and fre- 
quently to reflect on this great truth, that God 
hath ſent his Son into the world to ſave ſinners; 
that every one who believes and repents ſhall 
certainly be ſaved, but that he who doth not 
ſhall be condemned. This 1s a truth too ſerious 
to be ſlighted ; for can we believe that God 
would ſend his Son into the world to ſuffer - 
death upon the croſs, to atone for our ſins, 
were not fin an intolerable evil in itſelf, and 
were not God an irreconcileable enemy to it ? 
Can we think that damnation can imply any 

thing elſe than unſpeakable miſery, when we 
conſider it is the puniſhment of lighted mercy, 
of the neglect and contempt of the richeſt 
grace, and molt glorious ſalvation ? that this 
puniſhment muſt bear ſome proportion to the 
nature of the divine wrath—to the wrath of an 
holy, an almighty God, who is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity? On the other hand, 
who can ſeriouſly reflect on the glory of that 
ſalvation which: is to be revealed at the laſt 
day, and yet be willing to reſign all preten- 
ſions to it for the gratification of ſome ſhort, 
ſome empty pleaſure. Reflect, ye, whoſe ſouls 
are devoted to this world, that the world and 
the 
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the luſts thereof will ſoon paſs away; that the 
evils of life are many ; that its choiceſt trea- 
ſures are empty, ſhort, and uncertain ; that 
death and judgment wall at laſt overtake us all; 
that yet a little while, and it will little ſignify 
whether we have been high or low, rich or 
poor; but all the enquiry and examination will 
be, whether we have been virtuous or vicious, 
honeſt or diſhoneſt, good and merciful or un- 
juſt and oppreſſive—in ſhort, whether we have 
made a good or bad uſe of the talent com- 
mitted to our truſt: which if we have faith- 
fully, diligently, and righteouſly employed and 
diſcharged, we ſhall then hear that comfortable 


ſentence pronounced over us— Well done, ye good 
and faithful ſervants ; enter ye mto the joy of 


your Lord. 


Which God grant for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake; 
to whom, with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all honour and 
glory now and for ever. 
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I CORINTHIANS, CHAP. XV. VER. 35, 36, 37, 38. 


But ſome man will ſay, bete ore the dead raiſed up, and 
with what body do they come? Thou foot! that which 
thou ſoweſt is not quickened except it die. And that 
which thou ſoweſt, thou ſoweſt nit that body that 
ſhall be, but bare grain, it may chance, of wheat or of 
ſome other grain. But God giveth it a body as it bath 
pleaſed him, *and to every ſeed his own body. | 


HE ſubject of this day, the moſt im- 
portant proof of Chriſtianity, has em- 
ployed the pens of ſo many celebrated authors 
of all ages and nations of Chriſtians, that one 
would be inclined to think that every argu- 
ment that can be produced in proof of a reſur- 
rection (which can only be drawn from revela- 
tion) muſt have becn long ſince exhauſted. 


But 
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But notwithſtanding the numerous texts that 
have been quoted, and the variety of argu- 
ments drawn from them, there is one, which 
has hitherto been but ſlightly mentioned, if 
not wholly overlooked ; which, if urged in its 
full force and weight, would be as ſtrong and 
conclufive as any of thoſe which have been fo 
often recited. And this is the doctrine of re- 
generation. Not indeed in the ſenſe in which 
it has been miſinterpreted by puritans and fa- 
natics, but placed in its true light, and cleared 
from that cloud of miſconſtructions whereby 
it is obſcured. 

The word regeneration 1s uſed in different 
ſenſes in ſcripture, and applicd to three dif- 
ferent things. We are ſaid to be regenerated 
by baptiſm; as we are then made God's chil- 
dren by adoption and grace. Sometimes the 
word is applied to the daily progreſs we make 
in virtue afterwards, by the aſſiſtance of di- 
vine grace. And ſometimes the word is directly 
and immediately applied to the reſurredtion, as 
if peculiarly appropriated to that only ; as the 
work will be then completed; as we ſhall then 
be perfectly renewed both in ſoul and body. 


As the re-formation of mankind, and the 
renovation 
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renovation of our natures, both in ſoul and 
body, was the chief end of Chriſt's coming, ſo 
the true notion of regeneration ſeems to be 
this— It is a new birth, or renewal of the 
whole man; begun in baptiſm, carried on 
daily through every ſtage of life, and com- 
pleted by the reſurrection; when the renova- 
tion will be entirely finiſhed, and we ſhall then 
receive our conſummation in righteouſneſs as 
well as bliſs, both in body and ſoul. In 
whatever ſenſe regeneration 1s mentioned in 
ſcripture, even when applied to baptiſm, or to 
our daily riſing to newneſs of life here, a reſur- 
rection to life eternal hereafter is remotely 
hinted at leaſt, if not directly implied; and 
the neceſſity of the commencement of the new 
birth by the laver of regeneration, and our 
daily progreſs in this life, are preſſed upon us 
as neceſſary preparatives to the completion of 
it in the next. I might cite ſeveral paſſages in 
the New Teſtament to confirm what I have 
aſſerted, but ſhall not truſt ſo important a 
doctrine as that of a reſurrection to the proof 
of a ſingle point; but, as it better becomes 
me, make uſe of thoſe arguments which have 
maintained 
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maintained their ground for above ſeventeen 
hundred years. 

The ſubject of the day, and the words before 
us, offer to our conſideration theſe particulars. 

Firſt, that the very end and deſign of our 
Saviour's coming, the miracles which he 
wrought, the actions of his life, the ſufferings 
of his death, and more eſpecially the certainty 
of his reſurrection, do all concur to give us 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurance of the certainty of our 
oon. 

Secondly, to ſhew you the difficulty of com- 
prehending and explaining how a reſurrection 
can be effected, is no reaſonable objection 

againſt the credibility of it. And, 
Taſily, how far the ſcriptures will warrant 
and enable us to give an anſwer to this queſ- 
tion ich What bay do they come? 

Under the firſt of theſe particulars, I ſhall 
endeavour to draw up, in one compendious 
view, the arguments that are uſually urged in 
proof of a reſurrection, not without ſome re- 
card to what I have already mentioned. 

As it was //n which fi ft brought death into 
{he world, the intent of our Saviour's coming 


was 
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was to remove the fatal conſequences of it; 
to cleanſe and renew the whole man, both 
ſoul and body, and to reſtore us to the im- 
mortality we had loſt. For Chriſt came not 
only to redeem that part of us which is out of 
the reach of death, but that likewiſe which 
was in bondage to it. Death bath now no far- 
ther dominion over us. By the fin of one man 
came death ; ſo, by the ebedience of one, eternal life 
is purchaſed for all; and our bodies are ran- 
ſomed from corruption, as well as our fouls 
from eternal perdition. For to this end Chriſt 
both died, roſe, and revived, that he might 
be the Lord of the dead, as well as the Ling. k 


He roſe to become the fir/t-fruits of them that 
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through the efficacy of his reſurrection, who i 
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world, that he might bear witneſs to this great 
truth. And greater witneſs can no truth have; 
for he who taught it died to confirm it. While 
living, he demonſtrated the poſſibility of a re- 
ſurrection, by raiſing others from the dead; 
and after he himſelf had expired on the croſs, 
he quickened and reaſſumed his own body ; 
appeared an it for many days, to many perſons, 
and viſibly aſcended in it to heaven. He 
himſelf was the firſt-fruits of the general har- 
veſt. As at his reſurrection many bodies which 
ſlept aroſe, ' and came out of their graves, 
we may be infallibly aſſured that the hour will 
come, in which all that are in their graves 
{hall hear his voice, who called Lazarus out of 
his tomb, and ſhall come forth at his almighty 
command. God hath in many places of his 
word revealed to us, at he hath appointed a 
day, in which he will judge the quick and dead by 
Lis Son Chriſt 'Feſus ; and of ths, ſaith the 
apoſtle, he hath given ſufficient aſſurance to all 
men, by raiſing him from the dead. To prepare 
us for this preat event, were the apoſtles or- 
dained to be witriefſes of the reſurrection of 
Chriſt -/ he be net riſen, cur feith is indeed 
van : but if Chrijt be preach:d that be roſe from 

| the 
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the dead, how ſay ſome that there is no reſur- 
rection? Hence then we find, that there is 
no article of our faith more ſtrongly preſſed 
upon us in the writings of the apoſtles than 
our Savour's reſurrection ; becauſe, as St. Paul 
here argues, the truth of this being once eſtab- 
liſhed, it would be the higheſt abſurdity to 
doubt of our own. | 

I come now to ſhew you that the difficulty 
of comprehending and explaining how a reſur- 
rection will be effected, can be no reaſonable 
objection againſt the credibility of it. 

When the body is crumbled into atoms, 
intermixed with the duſt of the carth, ſcattered 
here and there by the wind, and diſperſed into 
all the different elements, how can all the dif- 
ferent particles be ever reunited, and reſtored to 
its priſtine form and order? How is it poſſible 
to diſcover to what body cach particle belongs, 
and to reinſtate it in its proper function? Haro 
can theſe things be? How are the dead raiſed 
up ? With what body do they come? How can 
every man have his own body ? Theſe have 
been the common objections of every age fince 
the propagation of the goſpel. If the great pre- 
tenders to reaſon and philoſophy of the preſent 
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age demand from us a clear and explicit account 
of theſe things, inſtead of explaining what can- 
not be done by an human capacity, let us take 
the ſame method St. Paul here does, and 
which our Saviour himſelf made uſe of with 
Nicodemus, when he urged to him the neceſ- 


fity of being regenerated, of being born again of 


water and of the Spirit, to qualify him for the 
kingdom of heaven. The ruler immediately 
objected — Hoto can theſe things be? How can 
a man be born co en he is old? Can he enter a 
ſecond time into bis mother's womb, and be born? 
Our Saviour an{wered him, that the difficulty 
of concciving how a ſpiritual work can be 
effected, can be no reaſonable grounds againſt 
believing it; becauſe in carthly things, in every 
thing that daily occurs to us, there are many 


difiiculties which we cannot ſolve or account 


for. The inſtance he mentions 1s that of the 
winds wwe hear the found theresf, we ſee and feel 
Its effect, but cannot tell whence it cometh, or 
zhither il goeth, Whatever diſcoveries late 


ages may boaſt of, the cauſe and direction of 


it is ſtill unknown. To apply this to our pre- 
tent purpole— How abſurd would that mer- 
| chant be who would deſiſt from navigation, in 
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ſearch of treaſures in foreign lands, till he can 
account for the motion and change of every 
gale that is to waft him thither? But how 


much more abſurd that man, Who ſuſpends | 


his proviſion for his laſt voyage becauſe he 
cannot comprehend the operations of that power 
by whom his frail veſſel is to be conducted? 
To come to St. Paul's analogy in the words 
before us— Shall the huſbandman neglect to 
ſow his corn, till he can account for the prin- 
ciple, the power, and the manner of vegeta- 
tion—how the grain firſt germinates—how it 
gradually proceeds from dying to life, from 
corruption to an embryo, from an embryo to 
a root and blade, from a blade to a ſtalk, and 
from a ſtalk to a new body, to the full-grown 
corn in the ripened ear ? Thou fool, that which 
thou foweſt is not quickened, except it die ! It is 
revived by dying, and grows by putrefaction. 
It 7s ſoon bare grain, it riſes up inveſted with 
a beautiful clothing. / Gd jo chithe the graſs 
of the field, ſhall be not much more clothe your 
naked bodies, O ye of little faith! Though 
they are ſown natural bodies, in corruplion, may 
they not, by an almighty hand, be ſublimated 
and refined into zncorruptible, ſpiritual bodies? 

Vor. II. 55 In 
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Why ſhould it ſeem incredible, that he, to whom 
all things are poſſible, ſhould raiſe the dead? 
Is any thing too hard for omnipotence ? Is it 
not as eaſy to reanimate a dead body, as to re- 
vive a periſhing grain? Is it more difficult to 
renew than to create—to reſtore life than to 
give it? If you object againſt the reſuſcitation 
of the body, becauſe you cannot comprehend 
how it will be effected, explain to me how it 
was firſt formed and quickened. You, who 
once were not, are now made to be; and, 
when you ſhall not be again, as to any bodily 
appearance, why may not God make you what 
you once were? Your bones, nerves, and fleſh, 
whence were they? Out of what was the 
thread of life firſt ſpun? What a ſmall, invi- 
ſible atom muſt the body have once been! Not 
to enquire how the firſt man was formed, 
whence did your body ariſe? and after it 
began to be, whence did it arrive to its full 
ſtature and maturity? Tell me how you came 
into your preſent form, and you ſhall then be 
told how that form, when diſſolved, ſhall be 
renewed. Explain to me the manner of the 
preſent union between ſoul and- body; how 


ſach different ſubſtances are now qualified to 
act 
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act reciprocally on each other; and you ſhall | 


then be told how they ſhall be reunited after 
ſeparation, and be rendered ſuitable companions 
in a glorified ſtate. Account for theſe things, 
ye Sceptics, or elſe be dumb, and open not 
your mouths againſt a reſurrecbion, for it will 
be the Lord's doing —it will be the work of 
omnipotence, and it will be marvellous in the 
ſight of angels. This brings me, 

Laſtly, to ſhew how far the ſcriptures will 
warrant and enable us to give an anſwer to 
this queſtion Vith what body do they come? 

It does not even, ſays St. John, yet perſ27ly ap- 
pear what awe ſhall be. But thus much we know, 
that when Chriſt ſhall call us out of our graves, 


our vile bodies, when revived, ſhall be faſhioned 


like unto his glorious body. As he role in the 
ſame body in which he was crucified, ſo ſhall 
every man have his own body at the refurrec- 
tion. As God gives to every ſeed its own body, 
ſo it is this corruptible muſt put o iucorruption, 
this mortal muſt put on immortality. It is fown, 
indeed, 77 diſhonour, but it ſhall be raifed iu 
gory ; it is ſown a natural body, but it ſhall be 


raiſel a ſpiritual body. What a ſpiritual body is, 


we pretend not to define; but thus much we 
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may collect from ſcripture, that our bodies 
will then exceed even the luſtre of the ſun in 
ſplendour, and the moſt volatile æther in activity. 
He who raiſed his own body from the grave, 
he who could, in a literal ſenſe, rebuild the 
now-demoliſhed temple by a word, v in an 
inſtant, in the twinkling of an eye, at the laſt 
trump, build us an houſe eternal in the heavens, 
a fit temple for an immortal inhabitant : and 
how wiſely, how wonderfully ſoever we are 
now made, at his ſecond coming, the glory of 
our latter houſe ſhall be much greater than the 
glory of the former. Thus far the ſcriptures 
have revealed, and no farther will our capacities 
reach. Here then let us terminate our enqui- 
ries, and rot attempt to be wiſe above what 1s 
written, It is ſufficient to know we ſhall then 
be as the angels of God, nay like the Son of 
God himſelf. Great pains, but, in my opinion, 
very needleſs ones, have been taken to prove, 
in oppoſition to the Socinians, the identity of 
the body at the reſurrection. For if there be 
any reſurrection at all, it mult be a reſurrection 


of the /ame body. If the foul be to be inveſted at 


the laſt day with ſome er body, can this be 
called a reſurrectian? Would ſo accurate a 
reaſoner 
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reaſoner as St. Paul ſo improperly expreſs him- 
ſelf? Either the Socinians muſt acknowledge 
that the apoſtle means, by the reſurrectian of 
the body, the reſuſcitation of the ſame body that 
died; or elſe they muſt maintain, that theſe 
two expreſſions, Chri/t ſhall quicken our bodies, 
and Chriſt ſhall give us other bodies, are ſynoni- 
mous, and imply one and the ſame thing. 
May we not as properly call another the ſame, 
as ſay, the giving us other bodies is a revival of 
our bodies ? But it may be proper to obviate an 
argument, which they may urge from the 
words before us, in favour of their error. 
They may object, that the apoſtle does not 
here intend to induce us to believe the /ameneſs 
of the body, becauſe the grain which is ſown, 
and the grain which ariſes from it, are not one 
and the ſame. To this I anſwer, that in any com- 
pariſon we are not to expect a perfect reſem- 
blance in every particular: it is enough, if it 
anſwers the purpoſe for which it was intro- 
duced. The apoſtle, by making ule of this ana- 
logy, does not intend to give us an exact model 
of the bodies we ſhall have at the reſurrec- 
tion, but only to illuſtrate the poſlibility of the 
thing itſelf : nay, ſo far from explaining the 
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manner of it, that he makes uſe of this analogy 
for a quite contrary purpoſe—to diſcourage 
true believers from attempting, and others 
from expecting, or demanding an explanation. 
I may add further, that though the viſible 
parts of the grain ſown diſappear and are loſt, 
yet that very grain which was buried contained 
in miniature not only the ſeminal principle, but 
even the eſſential and conſtituent parts of its 
offspring ; and, therefore, it is the ſame grain 
which was buried, revived and grown again, 
Modern diſcoveries by glafſes confirm this. 
But I would not, with our opponents, run into 
an error, which it is the apoſtle's chief deſign 
in theſe words to prevent. 

We ought all ingenuouſly to acknowledge, 
that in this world we /ee but through a glaſs 
darkly ; wwe know but in part. There are myſ- 
teries in the formation of every worm which 
tranſcend our capacities. What is now a filthy 
reptile may, in a few days, become a fly; and 
the ſame creature which to-day floats in the 
water, or wallows in the mire, may to-morrow 
wanton in the air. In the various chan ges which 
the bodies -of animals undergo to fit them for 
a new ſtate, a new life, whatever the change 
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is, and by what means ſoever it 1s effected, 
the animal is ſtill the ſame, and inhabits the 
ſame body, how much ſoever that body is 
transformed, If we cannot fully account for 
this, ſhall we pretend to diſbelieve a reſurrec- 
tion, becauſe we cannot comprehend it? 

Some have argued for the neceſſity of the re- 
ſurrection of the ſame body to judgment, as it has 


been inſtrumental to our actions, from the juſtice 


of God; but his veracity makes it unqueſtion- 
able. God, who cannot lie, hath revealed it. And it 
is neceſlary that we ſhould believe it, in order to 
purify ourſelves, and prepare ourſelves for that 
change, when Chriſt ſhall transform our vile 
body, that it may be like unto his glorious body, 
according to the mighty working whereby he is able 
zo ſubdue all things to himſelf. 

For which great change that we may all be 
prepared, God Almighty grant, for the merits 


of him who died, and was buried, and roſe 


again for us, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be 
aſcribed, as is moſt due, all honour and glory, 
now and for ever. 
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PSALM XXXIX. VER. 6. 


Veri) every man living is altogether vanity, 


A this term be applied to 
what, in its nature, is moſt empty and 
deluſive; whether it be uſed to ſignify diſ- 
quiet and vexation ; whether it be put for ſin 
and impiety; or whether it denote frailty 
and ſhort duration, man, in whatever garb he 
appears, whatſoever talents and capacities he 
enjoys, can never be exempted from this gene- 
ral appellation. 'This apparent truth needs no 
ſolemn proof; everyday's experience ſufficiently 
confirms it. No one can boaſt an exemption 
from miſery and vice. Confident enough, in- 
deed, ſome are to plead for an abſolute and 
perfect righteouſneſs : others weak enough to 

indulge 
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indulge dreams of conſummate happineſs ; but 
who can ſay he is pure from fin? Who can 
ſay he knows not ſorrow? This truth, there- 
fore, needs not ſo much to be demonſtrated as 
to be illuſtrated and applied— not ſo much 
to gratify men's ſpeculation, as to awaken their 
attention, and direct their practice. 

Man, at his firſt creation, was pure and 
holy —maſter of all perfections, both of mind 
and body. Though the principles of corrup- 
tion and diſſolution were inherent in his frame, 
by virtue of God's covenant, had he continued 
therein, he had not been liable to them: but 
when by tranſgreſſion he forfeited thoſe privi- 
leges, he then ſubjected himſelf and his poſ- 
terity to fin, vanity, pain, and decay. Since the 
fall, vanity is natural to us, is the very defi- 
nition of the human ſpecies. View man either 
in nature or ſociety, in his loweſt or moft 
exalied condition, in the improvements of his 
mind or the enjoyments of ſenſe, this melan- 
choly truth, which the Pſalmiſt uſhers in with 
a note of aſſeveration, will be fully verified 
Veri every man living is altogether vanity. 
Conſider the parts of man's compoſition—the 
body, though of a goodly ſtructure, well con- 

trived, 
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trived, and curiouſly framed by its wiſe Crea- 
tor, yet is compounded of baſe materials—i1s 
nothing more than an houſe of clay. Whatever 
outward ornaments it may boaſt, it 1s ſtill but 
a painted ſepulchre, within full of corruption 


and decay. A flight diſeaſe will efface its 


beauty, or a few years deſtroy its comelineſs. 
Ever ſubject to various evils, it ſtruggles 
through its whole exiſtence; till, probably, 
the minuteſt accident ſtops its wheels, and 
lays all its undiſtinguiſhed honours in the duſt. 
As the body of man is vanity, no leſs ſo is his 
ſoul; in its original formation truly noble, 
framed to entertain a communion with its 
maker, and endued with faculties ſuited to 
attain it; but original tranſgreſſion has clouded 
the brightne;s of its former glory, and laid waſte 
its excellency. He, who was made a little lower 
than the angels, is become a ſlave to the body; 
not only to provide for its neceſſities, but its 
vicious appetites, The nobler and better part 
of man is taken up with vain projects, buſied 
with unprofitable cares, diſordered and reſtleſs, 
toſſed and diſquieted by various paſſions, diſ- 
tracted between contrary ends and intereſts, 
cver ſeeking happineſs in the enjoyments of 
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the world, and ever diſappointed in its aim, 
Neither is this the caſe of the ſoul in a ſtate 
of ignorance and darkneſs only, but in all its 


pride and glory, in its moſt excellent capacities 


and acquirements. Its utmoſt advances in 
ſcience are ſo far from exalting it above im- 
perfection, that they only ſerve to diſcover 
both the ignorance and indigence of human 
nature. 


As man is venzty, both in the conſtitution of 


his body and the endowments of his mind, fo 


is he in all his purſuits and enjoyments. Theſe 
principally are, riches, power, ſenſual pleaſures, 


and @ continuance of life. If enjoyed with pru- 


dence and humility, theſe are deſirable bleſſ- 
ings: but in cach of them there is ſome 
defect; their very perfections are all change- 
able, and muſt ſoon have an end. Riches mult 
either be hoarded up for increaſe, or expended 
on the pleaſures of life. In the former caſe, it 
is hardly to be conceived whence happineſs 
can ariſe to the poſſeſſor: what cannot be made 
ule of is rather matter of trouble than joy. 
So that the covetous man, by wanting as well 
what he has as what he has not, is rendered 
but the more unhappy by the increaſe of his 


Cares 
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cares and apprehenſions. Suppoſe riches, there- 
fore, expended in a voluptuous life: if we are 
prudent and moderate in the gratifications of 
our appetites, the pleaſure then conſiſts in lay- 
ing a check on our defires, otherwiſe every in- 


dulgence will be but the ſource of anguith and 


remorſe. It is good, doubtleſs, for man to 
enjoy pleaſure in this life. There are many 


innocent diverſions and amuſements, which 


both ſtrengthen the body and refreſh the mind: 
the greateſt recommendation to theſe is a mo- 
derate uſe of them an acquiſition very eaſily 
to be purchaſed. If riches could procure new 
ſenſes, or enlarge what he is at preſent 


poſſeſſed of, then, indeed, the rich man might 


glory in his abundance : but, on the contrary, 
the indulgence they afford him only enfcebles 
and deſtroys his natural appetites. Intem- 
perance, inſtead of ſtrengthening nature, over- 
lays and oppreſſes it; and, like a lamp, it is 
extinguiſhed by a too liberal ſupply. Thus 
much for the vanity and imperfeCtion of riches, 
But, perhaps, we have nobler deſians — power 
and honour are in view; and godlike ſurely it 
is to be great. Power, when excrciſed with 
juſtice, and honour, when ſounded upon 

merit, 
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merit, have ſomething noble and attractive in 
them. But, when we conſider how ſlippery 
and unſtable are thoſe lofty ſeats, how often 
the mighty fall from thoſe dazzling pinnacles 
of honour, infinitely more to be envied is the 
humble ſhrub than the lofty cedar of Libanus. 
Secular grandcur and magnificence are, on ex- 
amination, but gaudy trifles, impoſing on the 
fancy of their vain admirers; and, probably, 
give more ſatis faction to the gazing ſpectator 
than to the real owner. A ſew years enjoy- 
ment palls the great man's appetite; his admi- 
ration ceaſes, and all his greatneſs is firſt loſt 
to himſelf. The unthinking multitude envy 
and admire him at a diſtance ; not reflecting 
that, amid all the luſtre and ſhow of life, he hath 
his cares and inquietudes equal to the meaneſt 
undiſtinguiſhed peaſant. Sloth and excels, as they 
are the privileges of a gay fortune, ſo are they 
often the ſource of innumerable diſeaſes, which 
men of lower rank and induſtrious occupations 
are ſtrangers to. And it is the voice of ex- 
perience, that a ſmall ſhare of pain or inward 
diſquiet is capable of allaying the pleaſure, and 
taking off the ſatisfaction of all this world's 
boaſted magnificence. Nor is life, with all its 

: advantages, 
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advantages, leſs deſtitute of perfection. It is only 
a ſhadow that paſſeth away. It often fails us when 
we are molt confident of its bleſſings and con- 
tinuance: all its moſt excellent accompliſhments 
cannot prevent one moment the arreſt of death, 
or ſecure us from going down into the ſilent 
chambers of the grave. The greateſt poten- 
tates of the earth, whom for a while we ſee 
carried upon the wings of fame, and ſporting 
on the giddy billows of fortune, are in an in- 
ſtant conſumed by @ breath of the Almighty's 
diſpleaſure : their godlike forms decay—they 
die like men, and fall like one of the princes. 
Thus doth every man walk in a vain ſhadow 
| labouring for very vanity, and di/quieting bin- 
elf in vain. We are capable of forming to 
ourſelves notions of much greater happineſs 
than we ever experience, and are therefore 
commonly employed in ſuch purſuits of it as 
death only can convince us are fruitleſs, We 
are continually delivered over from hope to 
hope, and from one vain expectation to ano- 
ther. One difficulty being removed that inter- 


cepts our happineſs, another difficulty inftantly 


ariſes. We purſue the golden cloud to the 
mountain's top, and return fatigucd and dil- 
appointed. 
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appointed. Thus we impoſe on ourſelves; 
and thus life glides away before we are reſolved 
where to pitch our tents : ſo that few or none 
are able to ſay, in any part of their 3 journey, I. 
7s good for us to be here. 

Is this then the ſole end and intention of 
our being ? Did we come into the world only 
to ſtruggle with misfortunes, and retire again ? 
Muſt we for ever wander in this labyrinth of 
vanity, without one beam of light to direct us, 


or any clue wherewith to diſentangle ourſelves ? 


No: vain and wretched as we are, our merci- 
ful Creator hath had reſpect unto us; and, in 
his only begotten Son, hath ſent us a great 
and ſafe conductor. Chriſt hath purchaſed for 
us, if we will accept the favour, a full and 
perfect recemption from vanity, ſin, and miſery. 
He hath retrieved our once deſperate ſtate; 
he hath removed the guardian ſword from the 
gate of Paradiſe, and put happineſs once more 
In our reach. By a view of our natural ſtate and 
abilities we have, indeed, but a melancholy 
and diſquieting proſpect; yet the commanding 
voice of the etcrnal Word hath from this 
gloom bid comfort ariſe, as at the firſt crea- 


tion it did lipht out of darkneſs. A rew 
n covenant 
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covenant is made with us agreeable to the 
preſent frailty and defects of our nature. In 
this an unſinning obcdience is not exacted 
from us; but even an imperfect one, if ſincere, 
will be accepted. And if, in this our weak and 
tottering condition, we ſhould fall even from 
that, we have an almighty aſſiſting hand to 
raiſe us up again, Thus all our vanity is ex- 
piated, our weakneſs ſupported, and our nature 
perfected in virtue. Me are in all things more 
than conquerors, being ſtrengthened with might 
by his Spirit in the inward man. 

From due reflecting on our own inſufficiency 
and the all-ſufficiency of our Redeemer, we 
become ſtrong by his ſtrength, wiſe by his 
wiſdom, and happy by his happineſs. Hence 
will this ſcene of vanity comfortably paſs 
away. Weaned from an immoderate affection 
for this, our ſouls will, with a warmer vigour, 
aſpire after a better life. Superior to all the 
fleeting enjoyments of this ſtate, with dili- 
gence ſhall we be animated to ſecure that 
better ſtate, where reigns a perfect free- 
dom from evil, vanity, and miſery ; where all 
tears ſhall be wiped away from our eyes, and all 


the cauſes of them removed from our percep- 
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tion; where are no infirmities or imperfections, 
but a perfect health both of mind and body; 
where the powers and capacities of the ſoul 
ſhall be exceedingly enlarged, yet all indulged 
and ſatisfied ; where dwells joy unſpeakable 
without any mixture of forrow—pleaſure with- 
out any mixture of bitterneſs; where vanity 
{hall be no more, but, free and unburthened 
{rom all its annoyments, we ſhall travel on, 
from one degree of perfection to another. 
This life is only valuable in that it gives us an 
opportunity of ſecuring (and who would not 
labour to ſecure it?) that whither our Redeemer 
is gone before; in which he hath laid up an 
cternal crown of righteouſneſs for them that 


love him, and on whom, at his ſeco and 


mere zlorious coming, he will conter it. 

To him, therefore, with the Father and 
Holy Ghoſt, be given, in heaven and earth, all 
glory and praiſe for ever. Amen. 
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